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INTRODUCTION
This volume is Intended as more than a history o£ a 
single organization. An e f fo r t  has been made to contribute 
to the documentary history o f w ild life  conservation in this 
country. I f  i t  interests a broader audience than club members 
and can serve as a further reference fo r  conservationists on 
the history o f conservation in the United States, its  
publication seems Justified.
I t  is tru th fu lly  believed that the e ffo r ts  o f club 
members provided the core o f what is  today considered sound 
w ild life  conservation. There has been no e f fo r t  to claim 
cred it fo r  the club where cred it is  not due. The organization 's 
most e ffe c t iv e  function was that o f a catalyst in welding 
together the e ffo r ts  o f other conservation groups and public 
agencies in promoting sound conservation leg is la tio n .
The ch ief sources o f information fo r  the contents are 
the minutes o f the Executive Committee meetings o f the club, 
the various books published by the club, the f i le s  o f George 
Bird Grinnell, and le tte rs  o f Charles Sheldon. I t  is 
inevitable that the la tte r  two sources w ill  tend to in jec t a 
man's personal opinions and philosophy into the account.
However, selections from many o f the le tte rs  have been 
carefu lly  chosen as representing the a c t iv it ie s  to which a l l  
the club members were a party. Many of cnose members who were 
formidable exponents and crusaders fo r  conservation w il l  not 
reoeive the cred it which is  their due. With the sources at
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hand such omissions are unavoidable. The point to remember 
is that men lik e  Grinnell and Sheldon represented the club 
and spoke fo r  the club. Many causes were promoted by these 
individuals and others only a fte r  a fu l l  discussion and 
concurrence o f other club members.
Parts o f the history and accomplishments are scattered 
throughout the books published by the club. Since the 
distribution of these volumes has been lim ited and many are 
out o f prin t, a l l  such accounts, a fte r  further ed iting , are 
reprinted here and thus brought under one cover.
The tremendous work in conservation done by such members 
as the founder, Theodore Boosevelt, G ifford  Pinchot, Stephen 
Matter and Aldo Leopold have been fu lly  described in other 
publications. In many cases these men did not only represent 
the club, but represented other organizations and public 
agencies.
Other volumes such as G ifford  Pinohot’ s Breaking New 
Ground, T. G ilbert Pearson’ s Adventures in Bird Protection .
Ira Gabrielson’ s W ild life  Conservation and W ild life  Refuges. 
and Albert Day’ s North Amerloan Waterfowl were also consulted. 
A b r ie f history in the form o f a le t te r  to Dr. Richard Derby 
from Horace M. Albright, former d irector o f the National Park 
Service, is quoted in several instances.
In 1910 George Bird Grinnell published a b r ie f history 
o f the club from its  formation up until that year. This 
account had poor d istribu tion . In Spite o f repetition  to
i l
those readers who are fam iliar with th is , i t  was considered 
appropriate to include most o f i t ,  with some ed iting , in 
the follow ing pages*
This acoount oovers the history up to 195^*
CHAPTER X
FORMATION, PURPOSES AND METHOD OF OPERATING
The men belonging to the f i r s t  group forming the Boone 
and Crockett Club were ardent sportsmen who not only 
responded to the th r i l l  o f the chase but who had a deep 
appreciation o f w ild , unspoiled wilderness areas and had 
taken some part in the opening up of the early West* Many 
were prominent in other walks o f l i f e .  A ll had great breadth 
and personified the highest ethics o f sportsmanship.
Grlnnell*s (1910) account o f the formation follow s:
“ In December, 1887, Hon. Theodore Roosevelt, then a 
member o f the New York Assembly, at a dinner at his 
residence in New York C ity, proposed the formation o f a 
club o f American hunting riflem en, to be called  the 
Boone and Crockett Club. The suggestion was warmly 
welcomed by those present, among whom were E. P. Rogers, 
Archibald Rogers, J. Coleman Drayton, Thomas Paton,
Col. J. E. Jones, E l l io t t  Roosevelt, J. West Roosevelt, 
Rutherford Stuyvesant and George Bird Grinnell. A 
constitution was formulated, and in January, 1888, the 
Club was organized with the follow ing o ffic e rs  and members: 
“President, Theodore Roosevelt; Secretary, Archibald 
Rogers. Members: Albert B ierstadt, Heber R. Bishop,
Benjamin F. Bristow, J. Coleman Drayton, D. G. E l l io t t ,  
George Bird Grinnell, Arnold Hague, James E. Jones,
Clarence King, Wm. H. M err ill, J r ., Thomas Paton, John J.
X
Pierrepont, W* H allett P h illip s , E. P. Rogers, E l l io t t  
Roosevelt, J* E* Roosevelt, J. W. Roosevelt, Rutherford 
Stuyvesant, W* A. Wadsworth, Bronson Rumsey, Lawrence 
Rumsey and W# D. P ickett.
"As time went on, these men added to th eir numbers 
others interested in the same objects, so that now, fo r  
many years, the Boone and Crockett Club has had one 
hundred regular members -  its  lim it  -  and from twenty-five 
to fo rty  associate members* Among the la t te r  are a number 
o f men who have performed notable services in behalf o f 
the objects to which the Club is devoted.
"These objects were announced as being:
(1 )  To promote manly sport w ith  the r i f l e .  (2 ) To 
promote t ra v e l and ex p lo ra t io n  in the w ild  and unknown, 
o r but p a r t i a l ly  known, po rtion s o f  the country. (3 )  To 
work fo r  the p rese rva tion  o f the la r g e  game o f th is  
country, and so f a r  as p o s s ib le  to fu r th e r  l e g i s la t io n  
f o r  that purpose, and to a s s i s t  in  en fo rc in g  the e x is t in g  
law s . (4 )  To promote in qu iry  in to  and to record  
observations on the h ab its  and n a tu ra l h is to ry  o f  the 
variou s  w ild  an im als. (5 )  To b r in g  about among the 
members interchange o f opin ion  and ideas on hunting, 
t ra v e l and e x p lo ra t io n ; on the va riou s  kinds o f  hunting  
r i f l e s ;  on the haunts o f game an im als, e tc .
"Such were the purposes o f the Club when i t  was formed, 
and fo r  a number o f years each received its  fa ir  share o f
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attention. Gradually, however, the settlement o f the 
country and the sweep of population to the westward made 
i t  more and more d i f f ic u lt  to carry out the two f i r s t -  
named, while the same causes magnified the importance 
o f the third and fourth o f these objects. Great changes 
had taken place in portions o f the United States, where 
at the date o f the formation of the Club w ild game was 
found in abundance, and over much o f the western country 
the advancing tide o f settlement had swept out o f 
existence much o f the early game habitat. The Boone 
and Crockett Club, organized as an association o f hunting 
riflemen, to promote manly sport with the r i f l e ,  and to 
investigate the w ild and unknown portions o f the country, 
could no longer do e ither o f these things within the 
lim its o f the United States. L it t le  hunting trips  may 
be made, and occasionally a head or two o f game k illed , 
but the old w ild fron tie r  o f the lim itless  p ra irie  and 
o f the steep and rugged unknown mountains were gone 
forever."
In the years that have elapsed since its  organization, 
the Boone and Crockett Club has accomplished a number o f 
things which en tit le  i t  to the lastin g  gratitude o f the 
American people. Its  members have won battles fo r  sound 
conservation measures whose importance the club saw fa r  in 
advance o f the publlo opinion of the time.
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In 1920 E# W. Nelson, former ch ief o f the B io log ica l 
Survey, had this to say in a le t te r  to Orinnelli
" I t  is scarcely necessary fo r  one to state that but 
fo r  the active and long-continued in terest and devotion 
to the cause by yourself and others we should now have 
p ractica lly  no game protection in this country and no 
conservation o f forests or other benefic ia l conservation 
measures* The public w i l l  never act without the e ffo r ts  
o f the interested few in leading movements of th is kind." 
In his book en titled  Adventures in Bird Protection .
T. G ilbert Pearson writes as follows in reference to the 
conservation e ffo r ts  o f sportsmen:
"Some well-meaning people, fond o f re ferring to 
themselves in a rather exclusive way as ’ bird lo v e rs 1 
cried out against a l l  sportsmen. 1 They seemed unaware 
o f the fact that in the ranks o f the hunters there were 
those numerous strong, in flu en tia l men who, by hard work 
in le g is la t iv e  lobbies had secured 9/10 o f a l l  the 
existing laws fo r  w ild - l i fe  preservation,”
In this connection i t  is a matter o f in terest that the 
f i r s t  Audubon Society was formed by George Bird Grinnell, 
former president o f the olub. At present two club members 
are presidents o f State Audubon Societies: John Holman is 
president o f the Connecticut Audubon Society and Bichard 
Borden is president o f the Massachusetts Audubon Society. 
Certain members represented the olub in Washington
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le g is la t iv e  c irc les  and were in flu en tia l as lobbyists. 
Several club members were in public service and helped 
promote conservation measures recommended by the club. 
Besides Roosevelt, such men as Senators Elihu Root, Henry 
Cabot Lodge, Secretary Henry Stimson, Hon* John W* Lacey, 
and Frederick C* Walcott might be mentioned. The 
administrative heads o f government agencies such as the 
B io logica l Survey ( la te r  the Fish and W ild life  Serv ice ), the 
Park Service, and the Forest Service were in most cases made 
associate members of the club.
Personnel o f the olub often acted as key men behind the 
scenes in promoting some measure and were not unwilling to 
have history record the cred it to some other organization. 
Their main concern was doing a l l  possible to successfully 
promote good leg is la tio n  regardless o f who got the cred it.
In a le t te r  written by Charles Sheldon to E. W. Nelson 
in 1915 the basic operating method o f the club is discussed.
"The Club has never been a noisy promoter o f any game 
leg is la tio n . I t  has never attempted to organize public 
movements or make i t s e l f  conspicuous. This policy has 
often been carefu lly  discussed and I t  is deliberate. 
Other organizations perform the necessary function o f 
public clamor. • . . From the beginning the Boone and 
Crockett Club sought to make i t s e l f  a force by securing 
the type o f personnel who could be called upon fo r  fa r 
reaching work. . . .  As an example Mr* Elihu Root was
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opposed to the Migratory Bird b i l l ,  with which he 
sincerely sympathized* wholly on the ground of his b e lie f  
in its  unconstitutionality* He expressed the opinion 
that i t  was his duty to oppose i t  fo r  that reason. * . *
I t  was owing wholly to the Influence that some o f the 
members o f the Club brought to bear on him that his active 
opposition was withdrawn and that he appeased his 
conscience by introducing the resolution o f international 
treaties which, i f  pushed through, would preserve the 
constitu tionality  o f the b i l l .  You can readily imagine 
the fate that would have been dealt to this b i l l  had Mr. 
Boot ac tive ly  opposed i t .  McLean did not push i t  in the 
Senate un til assured that Mr. Boot*s opposition was 
withdrawn* A ll  through the big measures o f game protection 
in the past the Club has performed sim ilar services. Its  
personnel has attracted to its  dinners in Washington and 
New York our in flu en tia l p o lit ic a l men. * . * From the 
beginning its  ideas on game conservation have been ahead 
of the times. . . • Every club is led by a few active 
individuals. The members as a whole do no work and are 
Ind ifferen t to a c t iv it ie s .  But when necessary to act, 
the great thing is to have the in flu en tia l members to 
appeal to . Such appeals in the Club have been highly 
successful. . . . ”
The above is  a good summary o f the club*s philosophy.
When Sheldon speaks o f " in flu en tia l” men an inspection o f the
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roster o f the club In Appendix G speaks fo r  I t s e l f ,
Those fa m ilia r  w ith  c o n tro v e rs ia l conservation  b i l l s  
be fo re  Congress a t the present time (1955) have some conception  
o f the amount o f  time an ardent co n se rva tio n is t  must spend 
on C ap ito l H i l l  and elsewhere to have any hope o f d e fe a t in g  
a poor measure or promoting a good one. This task  f e l l  on 
the shoulders o f  only a few men in the e a r l i e r  d ay s ,
The clubfs ch ief in terest has always been the conservation 
o f the large game mammals in North America. I t  was recognized 
at an early date that the greatest chance o f building up a 
breeding stock and in some cases saving some species from 
extinction lay in the establishment and control by the federal 
government o f large tracts in the public domain. Thus, a l l  
club members promoted through the years the establishment o f 
national forests, national parks and monuments, w ild life  
refuges, and wilderness areas. Although the focus o f attention 
was on the large mammals, the breadth o f the club’ s a c t iv it ie s  
included almost a l l  phases o f conservation Including w ild 
fow l, recreation, and control o f water pollu tion .
In the short history written by George Bird Grinnell in 
1910 there are sim ilar comments on the tactics employed by 
the club in promoting leg is la tio n . Some of his comments 
fo llow .
ffI t  has not been the Club’ s practice to announce its  
purposes nor to glory in what i t  has accomplished but 
rather to move steadfastly forward s triv in g  constantly
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to do whatever f e l l  within its  provinoe which would tend 
to promote the country*s welfare. . . .  I t  would have 
been natural and easy fo r  the Club to have confined its  
a c t iv it ie s  to meeting at intervals to dine, and discuss 
abuses and dangers and to pass s tirr in g  resolutions. 
Instead of this i t  has had a small body of in te llig en t 
men, scattered a l l  over the country, working individually 
and constantly in behalf o f things once laughed at or 
unknown but now as fam iliar to the public mind as
household words.**
CHAPTER I I
NATIONAL PARKS AND MONUMENTS
Insofar as possible the word fo r  word resolutions passed 
by the club have been excluded from this volume. However, 
the club*s policy in working with public agencies such as 
the B io logica l Survey (Fish and W ild life  Service), National 
Park Service, and National Forest Service is basic and well 
worded in the follow ing resolution which, in this case, is 
reprinted verbatim*
"WHEREAS, Congress has delegated to the Forest Service, 
the B io log ica l Survey, or the National Park Service the 
administration o f wild J.ife on various tracts o f the 
public lands set aside as Refuges or as National Parks, 
including the broader task o f administering o f the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act; and
"WHEREAS, a part o f the thoughtless public is 
sometimes mislead into attempts at interference with the 
Independent administration by these Bureaus o f the game 
under th eir charge, and endeavors by means o f public 
campaigns and clamor to induce them to adopt methods 
which s c ien t if ic  enquiry and th eir own judgment do not 
approve; now therefore be i t
"RESOLVED, That the Boone and Crockett Club condemns 
a l l  such attempts to coerce or to d ictate to these Bureaus, 
as hampering them in the exercise o f their duty, and as 
harmful to the best administration of their po lic ies  as
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to wild l i f e .
"RESOLVED, That the Boone and Crockett Club believes 
that any plans fo r  possible Improvements In 
administrative methods should take the form o f suggestion 
or discussion rather than of fau ltfind ing or attempted 
d ic ta tion , [ i t a l ic s  author*s]
"RESOLVED, That the Boone and Crockett Club 
unreservedly approves o f the game p o lic ies  o f these 
Bureaus, and expresses Its  confidence in th e ir a b ility  
to administer the game placed in th eir charge in such 
manner as shall y ie ld  the best resu lts ."
In summary, the club recognized that the public agencies 
mentioned are empowered by federal statute to administer and 
establish po lic ies  on lands or w ild li fe  species under th e ir 
control. Therefore the best policy was to work in cooperation 
with these agencies. Disagreements with some o f these 
po lic ies  were usually resolved by informal discussions.
Mr, Horace M. A lbright, a member o f the club and d irector 
o f the National Park Service from 1929 through 1933, has 
summarized b r ie f ly  the part played by the Boone and Crockett 
Club in the creation o f a bureau fo r  the administration o f 
national parks.
"For many years, the Boone and Crockett Club had 
supported proposed leg is la tion  to create a bureau to 
administer the national parks. These parks had been 
created from time to time beginning with Yellowstone in
18?2 and had been assigned to the In terior Department, 
but had never been properly financed, and no central 
agency created to supervise them. One lawyer in the 
Department gave part time to th eir a ffa irs . Four o f them 
had been entrusted to the U. S. Army to protect; others 
were supervised to some extent by agencies o f the 
Department o f Agriculture. There were no adequate 
uniform regulations covering use o f the parks and their 
protection .
“A fter the Lacey Act o f June 8, 1906 authorizing 
national monuments was enacted, these Important 
reservations as created by presidential proclamation 
were assigned to three departments -  War, In terio r and 
Agricu lture, depending on which department had controlled 
land covered by the proclamation, whether these 
departments had loca l protective personnel available 
or not.
“As b i l ls  to oreate a national park bureau were 
Introduced In Congress, hearings were held, and the 
Boone and Crockett Club sent representatives to the 
hearings or f i le d  strong endorsements in support o f these 
measures. The minutes o f December 1911 of the Executive 
Committee re fe r  to Senate 3^63 and House o f Bepresentatives 
(H .B.) 18716 to create a national park bureau. Hearings 
on these b i l ls  were held In Washington in A p ril, 1912.
"On March 4, 1913, Franklin K. Lane o f Californ ia
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became Secretary o f the In terior in the Cabinet o f 
Woodrow Wilson. Lane was a ‘ Theodore Roosevelt Democrat.' 
He was a sincere conservationist and a great admirer o f 
the former president* He had been appointed Interstate 
Commerce Commissioner by Theodore Roosevelt.
"Lane turned his attention to national park a ffa irs  
soon a fte r  taking o f f ic e .  He brought on from California 
his old friend o f college days, Dr. Adolph C. M iller, 
head o f the Department o f Economics o f the University o f 
California to be Assistant to the Secretary. He assigned 
to him supervision of the national parks among other 
duties. He asked M iller to work to obtain a national 
park bureau. B ills  were introduced to establish the bureau 
by U. S* Senator Reed Smoot o f Utah and Representative 
John E. Raker o f Californ ia. Hearings were held in April 
o f 1914. The Boone and Crockett Club was active in 
supporting these b i l ls  but neither o f them passed. In 
the summer o f 1914 Dr. M iller  was appointed a member o f 
the newly established Federal Reserve Board.
"Secretary Lane, in January 19159 appointed another 
friend o f college days as M ille r 's  successor. He was 
Stephen T. Mather, a w ell-to-do borax manufacturer, a 
man o f enormous energy and magnetic personality. He had 
spent four years on the New York Sun as a young men, was 
well known East and West, was a camper and mountain 
climber, well versed in trees and wild flowers, a lover
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o f w ild li fe ,  but no hunter or fisherman.
"He threw himself ac tive ly  Into his Washington work, 
and soon made acquaintances among leg is la to rs , conserva­
tion association s ta ffs , and Individuals engaged in 
conservation work, transportation, tourism and public 
service in general. He was immensely popular,
"In 1915 new park bureau b il ls  were introduced and 
in April 1916 hearings were held in Committees o f both 
houses o f Congress. The Boone and Crockett Club had 
representatives on hand to promote this le g is la tio n .
The most e ffe c t iv e  speakers were George Bird Grinnell 
and Charles Sheldon, This le g is la tio n  was enacted into 
law by President Woodrow Wilson*s signature on the Act 
o f August 25, 1916.°
The a c t iv it ie s  o f the club in the creation o f national 
parks antedated by many years the creation o f the Park Service 
Bureau. In those parks conceived o f by club members, 
particu larly G lacier National Park and Mt* McKinley National 
Park, i t  should be recognized that other organizations, such 
as the Campfire Club, John Burnham*s American Game Protective 
Association, and the Isaac Walton League were often en listed  
to push the necessary le g is la tion  through. In some other 
cases the club supported the creation o f parks conceived o f 
by other people or organizations.
Soon a fte r  the creation o f Yellowstone National Park 
e ffo r ts  by private interests to exp lo it the resources o f the
Im­
park took place. This Is w ell described in G rlnnell’ s 
account o f the park, included elsewhere in this volume.
Throughout the years the club fought fo r  the protection 
o f national parks from any type o f exp lo itation .
A summary o f the minutes of the Executive Committee 
meeting on May 12, 1920 contains the follow ing statement:
MIn 1872 the Yellowstone National Park was ‘ dedicated 
and set apart as a public park or pleasure ground fo r 
the benefit and enjoyment o f the peop le .’ Since then 
other national parks have been set aside fo r  lik e  purposes. 
Prom time to time various private interests have 
endeavored to secure le g is la tion  which would enable them 
to make use fo r  commercial purposes o f portions o f these 
public pleasure grounds dedicated to the recreational 
uses o f the people o f the U. S.
"The Yellowstone Park is threatened now by projects, 
the purposes of which are to exp lo it i t  fo r  private 
p ro fit  and thus take from the public th eir rights therein.
“Action by Congress depriving the public o f any o f 
its  rights in this Park in this f i r s t  instance w ill  
produce at once many further demands from private interests 
fo r  congressional action to take away other rights in 
this and other parks. I t  w il l  establish a dangerous 
precedent. A f i r s t  encroachment on the in tegrity  o f the 
Yellowstone Park is a threat against the whole national 
park system and puts in Jeopardy the unrestricted
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ownership which the people enjoy and have u tilized  for 
many years. The Boone and Crockett Club Is therefore o f 
the firm opinion that every attempt by private interests 
to acquire fo r  th eir own uses and fo r  th eir own gain 
priv ileges and special rights in any national park is 
to be condemned, and i t  unqualifiedly opposes action by 
Congress looking toward the granting o f private 
p riv ileges within any of the national parks."
The club likewise recognized the threat to the National 
Park System by other federal bureaus. In 1922 while promoting 
the extension o f Sequoia National Park in Californ ia which 
was to be called the "Boosevelt-Sequoia Park" (not approved 
by Congress), the club refused to support one b i l l  fo r  the 
park which contained no provision excepting the proposed park 
from the provisions o f the Federal Power Act. Members
prevailed on Congressman Barbour o f Californ ia who had
ill MBS
introduced the b i l l  to insert an amendment putting the 
proposed park on the same basis as other national parks by 
excluding i t  from the provisions o f this act.
According to Grinnell, club members were responsible fo r 
carrying on to a successful end the figh t fo r  the 
preservation of the Yellowstone National Park. He comments 
as follows;
"This figh t commenced in 1872 long before the Boone 
and Crockett Club was organized, yet the men who began 
the figh t and for many years carried i t  on alone were
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among th© f i r s t  members o f the Boone and Crockett Club 
and the Club at once took up and carried through to its  
end the work that they had started. Among the men were 
Arnold Hague, William H allett P h illip s , Archibald Rogers, 
George G. Vest, and George Bird G rlnnell."
The two most important parks conceived of and promoted 
by the club are G lacier National Park, f i r s t  explored by 
George Bird Grinnell, and Mt. McKinley National Park in 
Alaska encompassing an area outlined by Charles Sheldon who 
had spent many months hunting and exploring the McKinley 
region. Included in this volume are the h istories  o f G lacier 
and McKinley Parks written by Madison Grant and published in 
the Boone and Crockett book en tit led  Hunting and Conservatlon. 
Yale University Press, 1925*
There were unsuccessful e ffo r ts  to create a national 
park in the Black H ills  o f South Dakota, an extension of the 
Sequoia National Park mentioned above, and an attempt by 
Sheldon to establish a park in northern Mexico. Although 
these e ffo r ts  were not successful, often as much time and 
energy were spent in attempting to have Congress approve 
them as was expended in the creation o f parks such as McKinley 
and G lacier.
Several members o f the Boone and Crockett Club took part 
In the formation of the National Parks Association of which 
Robert Sterling Yard was the f i r s t  d irector.
A fter the act empowering the President to set up national
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monuments, Roosevelt at once set aside the Grand Canyon as 
a national monument. Minutes o f the executive committee 
meetings a ttest to the successful e ffo r ts  o f the club in 
la te r  expanding this monument to the status of a national 
park.
A resolution was adopted at the executive committee 
meeting in June 1932 urging making Olympio National Monument 
into a national park. The club in this case was particu larly  
concerned fo r  the future o f the Roosevelt Elk which have 
their strongest holdout on the Olympic Peninsula.
In Sheldon’ s f i le s  there is a copy o f a le t te r  written 
by him in 1927 to Secretary o f the In terio r, Hubert Work, in 
regard to the Great Smokies National Park. He had conferred 
with Grlnnell and others in the club in regard to this park 
so i t  is a good example o f the kind o f work removed from the 
public spotlight which the club was constantly engaged in. 
According to Mr. Horace A lbright, former d irector o f the 
National Park Service, in a le t te r  to me dated March 9 , 1955, 
the advice given Secretary Work by Sheldon was followed and 
that the park lines were actually drawn by the National Park 
Service as Sheldon advocated "a fte r  a good many t i l t s  with 
the po litic ians in North Carolina and Tennessee. '1
As a matter fo r  the record, the le t te r  follow s:
"February 1, 1927
ttHonorable Hubert Work,
Secretary In terior Department,
Washington, D, C.
Dear Dr, Work:
» I  hear from North Carolina that the Southern 
Appalachian Commission w il l  advise the loca l committee 
in Ashville what lands to buy with the two m illions 
appropriation to be asked o f the State leg is la tu re  •
"This is most unfortunate, fo r  the news o f Its  further 
participation w ill  cost the Great Smoky project much of 
the confidence i t  has inspired throughout the conservation 
world; besides th is, the Commission^ advice cannot f a i l  
further to confuse loca l workers who are a l l  at sea among 
various con flic tin g  national park theories and need more 
than anything else the strong d irecting hand of the 
In terior Department exerted only through the National 
Park Service.
"So wholly has this Commission discredited i t s e l f  by 
ignoring national park precedents and standards, and 
especia lly  by Its  unabashed use of p o lit ic a l practice In 
Congress and its  elbowing the In terio r Department out of 
participation in the Mammoth Cave matter (now known and 
discussed everywhere), that I  seriously believe you cannot 
permit i t  to accept this invitation  without loss of 
prestige and Influence to the Department.
I |jjp .
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"Being in continuous touch with men and new 
developments in both states, I  see the present situation 
in a way which I  trust that you w il l  permit me to place 
before you*
“The L it t le  Elver property which the Tennesseeans have 
been so anxious to acquire under act o f their leg is la tu re 
has not, as I have pointed out to them, national park 
quality in respect e ither to scenery or fo res t. Only 
lim ited portions o f i t  could possibly be included, as 
f i l l e r s ,  in my f i r s t  national park choice lim ited to
150,000 acres. Besides, most o f i t  l ie s  fa r from the 
great central u p lift  o f lo f ty  mountains and unmodified 
orig inal fo rest which should constitute the greater part 
o f a national park o f that s ize .
"Two or three weeks ago, on the eve o f purchase, 
Colonel Chapman assured me at lunch that the terms o f the 
le g is la t iv e  purchase act created no obligation that a l l  
this tract should go into the national park. The 
Tennessee State Forestry Commission, he stated, o f which 
he and other members o f the national park group were 
members, could hold i t  in d e fin ite ly  as state property, 
turning into the park only such portions as la te r  should 
seem desirable* I  was permitted to in fer that th is would 
be done.
"The two m illions which North Carolina now proposes 
to raise by State appropriation w il l  make her State
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contribution eight times as large as Tennessee’ s, even 
though a l l  the L it t le  River tract should be thrown into 
the pot.
"We mustn’ t dodge the fact that, with a l l  th eir fine 
cooperation, these two states are rea lly , deep under the 
surface, seriously in competition in respect to acreage, 
prestige, publicity and tourist patronage in the coming 
national park. The skin is thin in places. The fee lin g  
extends to th eir Congressional delegations, where, also, 
individual p o lit ic a l ambitions are altogether l ik e ly  to 
figure.
"The whole constitutes a situation very dangerous to 
getting a rea l national park nucleus picked out o f this 
big purchase area, notwithstanding that i t  includes the 
makings o f an extraordinarily fine national park.
"Your own position, that, upon these states making 
you a firm o ffe r  of 150,000 acres you w il l  designate what 
parts thereof are acceptable, w il l  prove in e ffec tive  
under the situation now developing. I t  has become quite 
clear that any self-chosen o fferin g  w il l  be the resu lt of 
sharp compromises rather than careful pickings, and that 
Congress w il l  accept whatever compromise properties the 
two states may o ffe r , with or without your acquiescence.
" I t  seems necessary, therefore, that now while you 
s t i l l  have the power you should reach out a strong 
controlling hand. These people, who mean the best in the
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world under their d iffe r in g  con flic tin g  ligh ts , need 
control, and w il l  welcome i t  heartily  in the uncertainties 
o f opposing interests and advices. L ite ra lly , they do 
not know who to follow  and what to do, and are the 
natural prey o f compromisers, p o litic ian s , and advocates 
o f cheap land only.
"Here also is another disturbing situation: I t  has 
become evident that this f i r s t  150,000 acres w il l  
determine once and forever the character o f the whole 
national park. Once this is accepted by the government 
under the Temple Aot, in other words, once these states 
o f f ic ia l ly  possess a national park, i t  is extremely 
probable that money raising w il l  d e fin ite ly  stop in both. 
As fo r  the conditional appropriations clause in the 
Temple Act, nothing w il l  be easier, a fte r  say a couple 
o f years, than to replace i t  by an act authorizing 
immediate appropriations fo r  developing what they have 
got. We can confidently assume that that w i l l  be done.
In fact i t  was predicted by interested Congressmen a 
year ago, and is talked about today in both states.
"Whether or not, then, Great Smoky National Park shall 
be the splendid addition to the National Parks System 
that i t  Is possible to be, or whether i t  shall be merely 
a co llection  o f low-altitude cut-over lands adjoining 
what ought to be the national park, with perhaps a b it 
o f LeConte included to give i t  semblance o f excuse, w il l
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depend wholly On the composition o f the f i r s t  150,000 
acres o ffered . I  can imagine no fiasco more absurd, or 
more damaging to the prestige and the future o f the 
National Parks System, than the la t te r  of these 
a lternatives .
"Success or fa ilu re  o f the park, then, centers upon 
selection of the f i r s t  150,000 acres; the choice of these 
cannot be long delayed i f  we are to maintain the least 
control o f the situation, fo r  meantime interstate pledges 
w il l  be made and lim itations o f prioe etc* inserted in 
the North Carolina appropriations b i l l ,  which w il l  make 
sound selection impossible. In other words, the National 
Park must be d e fin ite ly  planned f i r s t .
"Who shall select the lands fo r  this crucial 150,000 
acres?
"Shall i t  be l e f t  to the competing states? That means 
compromises - anything to get a park and ease the growing 
d if f ic u lt ie s  o f the situation which these men, who are 
taking the time from th eir own a ffa irs , have on th eir 
hands. I t  means the least possible o f the expensive 
high mountain property; even now they are asking how 
l i t t l e  o f this w ill  do to make a showing. I t  means 
immense preponderance of cheaper low -altitude out-over 
lands o f no better quality than thousands o f square miles 
anywhere in the Appalachians. I t  means appeal to Congress 
to put the compromise through -  in which the Southern
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Appalachian Commission w il l  be useful in again flou ting 
the In terior Department.
"Shall i t  be l e f t  to Congress? That means pu lls, 
personal ambitions and p o lit ic s .
"Shall i t  be l e f t  to the Commission? Ever since 
passage o f the Temple and Ernst-Thatcher acts, I  have 
heard from every hand expressions o f r e l ie f  that at las t 
park selection would return to the safe hands of the 
National Park Service. *0f course, 1 i t  is assumed,
1 selection from these big purchase areas w il l  now be 
properly made.* Even on the Pac ific  coast this summer,
I was anxiously questioned as to whether the Commission 
was s t i l l  an Influence,
" I f  you w i l l  permit me to advise you, Dr. Work, the 
In terior Department has now a duty which is also a real 
opportunity. I t  is , a fte r  discarding the discredited 
Commission d e fin ite ly , getting i t  en tire ly  out o f the 
picture, to take over i t s e l f  the responsib ility  and choice 
o f lands to constitute Great Smoky National Park.
Returning to the sound, responsible, popular and time- 
honored method of careful government selection is the 
only way to restore much shaken confidence.
" I  suggest that, follow ing methods which have proved 
so satisfactory in the past, you assign the National 
Park Service to examine thoroughly the purchase area and 
map out 150,000 acres o f national park, about ha lf in
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each state, which shall conform to the standards which 
are ardently upheld by the national park public which 
is becoming a greater and better informed public a l l  the 
time; meantime, that you n o tify  the organization of the 
two states that this is what you w il l  accept and that 
their purchases and contracts to purchase must l i e  
therein*
"You need not doubt that the two states w il l  be 
thankful fo r  authoritative d irection , nor that you w il l  
receive an enthusiastic backing throughout the country, 
the size and heartiness o f which w il l  surprise you.
"Cur only hope o f s ta b ility  fo r  the System is vigorous 
enforcement by the responsible government i t s e l f  of the 
standards which alone d iffe ren tia te  National Parks from 
National Forests.
"You w ill  be pleased, I know, to hear that the National 
Parks Association is coming into its  own at la s t. The 
addition o f Dr. Kellogg and Dr. Merriam to its  executive 
committee alone w il l  add much to its  power and influence. 
Su ffic ien t funds, development o f the Bulletin into a 
monthly, extensive membership campaigns, an aggressive 
po licy , and a country-wide campaign of education in 
national park standards that w il l  la s t years enough, i f  
years prove necessary, to insure the System's sound 
establishment in law, w il l  increase its  influence rapidly
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and many fold*
“ Please forgive the length o f this private le t te r ,
In which I  ava il o f the p riv ilege  you once extended me 
o f advising you.
Sincerely yours,
C. Sheldon"
There is evidence that the club or Its  members were 
active In the promotion o f other national parks about which 
the records have not been preserved. For example, in a 
le t te r  from Enos M ills o f Colorado to Sheldon dated December 
18, 1915 the former expresses appreciation fo r the help of 
the club in the establishment o f Rocky Mt. National Park in 
Colorado.
Of particular importance was the establishment o f the 
"Coordinating Commission" appointed by President Coolidge^ 
Committee on Outdoor Recreation in 192**. This committee was 
established as a result o f the National Outdoor Recreation 
Conference discussed in a la te r  chapter. This group was 
"commissioned to investigate and report to the Presiden ts 
Committee on Outdoor Recreation on a l l  projects under 
consideration by e ither Department (Agriculture or In te r io r ) 
dealing with proposed enlargements or adjustments o f National 
Park or National Forests. . . . "
The Commission members were Congressman Dr. Henry W. 
Temple, Charles Sheldon, Major William A. Welch, Colonel 
W. B. Greeley, Forester and Stephen T. Mather, D irector of
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the N ation a l Park S e rv ice , On October 19, 19^5 th is  group 
submitted i t s  report and recommendation on boundary 
adjustments and proposed creation  or ad d it ion  o f the 
fo llo w in g  n a t io n a l parks:
Shenandoah National Park Proposed
Great Smoky National Park Proposed
Sequoia National Park Addition
Yellowstone National Park Addition
Grand Canyon National Park Addition
Eocky Mountain National Park Addition
Crater Lake National Park Addition
Mt, Ranier National Park Addition
Yosemlte National Park Addition
Lassen Volcanic National Park Addition
C l i f f  C ities National Park Proposed
Big Horn Mountains National Park Proposed
Redwood National Park Proposed
Sawtooth National Park Proposed
Mena National Park Proposed
The above recommendations were made a fte r  the Commission 
had made a western reconnaissance of a l l  the proposed new 
park areas and proposed changes in boundary lin es , Sheldon 
did not go on the western tr ip  but another Boone and Crockett 
Club member took his place, Barrington Moore.
Many of the park additions were la te r  approved. I t  is 
noteworthy that this report contained the f i r s t  suggestion
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that the Teton Range be included in Yellowstone Park.
Several o f the proposed parks la te r  e ither became National 
Parks or National Monuments.
Since, as pointed out la te r , the National Recreation 
Conference came about through Boone and Crockett Club e ffo r ts , 
the club should r igh tfu lly  claim a large share o f credit fo r 
the constructive accomplishments o f the work of this Commission 
which would not have been formed but fo r  the Conference.
Grinnell»s history o f Yellowstone Park, which was f i r s t  
printed in 1910 , follow s:
"In the year 1869 a hunting party from Helena, Montana 
Territory , stumbled into the region of hot springs and 
geysers, now the Yellowstone Park. The stories which 
they brought back were scarcely credited, and in 1870 the 
Washburn party set out fo r  the lo o a lity  and at length 
returned with authentic accounts o f many of its  wonders. 
These were thoroughly exploited with pen and voice by 
N. P. Langford. In the summer of 1871 parties under 
Capt. J. W. Barlow, U* S. Engineers, and Dr. F. V. Hayden,
U. S* Geological Survey, made explorations o f the region. 
Mr. Langford*s writings and lectures had already aroused 
much public in terest, and Congress was ready to y ie ld  to 
the Influence o f Dr. Hayden and to pass (March 1 , 1872) 
the Organic Act by which th is area was set aside and 
designated *as a public park or pleasure ground fo r  the 
benefit and enjoyment o f the people.* The Park was to be
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under the exc lu s ive  con tro l o f the Secretary  o f  the 
In te r io r ,  who was authorized  to make regu la t io n s  fo r  the 
preservation  from in ju ry  o f a l l  tim ber, m ineral d e p o s its ,  
n a tu ra l c u r io s it ie s  or wonders w ith in  the Park. This 
was e s s e n t ia l ly  the language o f the s ta tu te , but no 
methods were ind icated  by which the Secretary  o f the 
In te r io r  should ca rry  out the law .
"At the time Dr. Hayden drew the Park b i l l ,  the 
country had not been surveyed, and no one knew Just 
where the t e r r i t o r i a l  l in e s  were to run, o r , indeed, 
where the Park la y . Dr. Hayden chose fo r  h is  i n i t i a l  
points the n a tu ra l fe a tu re s  o f the landscape, and made 
h is  lin e s  m eridians and p a r a l le l s  o f  la t it u d e .  His 
se le c t io n s  were m arvelously fo rtu n a te . As C o l. George
S. Anderson has s a id , *They seemed almost a work o f  
in sp ira t io n . The north  l in e  takes in the la rg e  s lopes  
on the north  o f Mt. Everts and the v a l le y  o f  the East  
Fork o f the Y e llow stone, where the e lk ,  d eer, an te lope  
and mountain sheep wander by thousands; i t  leaves  outside  
every fo o t  o f land adapted to  a g r ic u ltu re ;  a ls o  -  and 
th is  is  more important than a l l  -  i t  passes over the 
rugged and In acce ss ib le  summit o f  the snowy range, where 
the h a rd ie st  vandal dare not put h is  shack . 1 As w ith  the 
l in e s  on the north , so w ith  those on the e a s t ,  on the 
south and the w est; they are  p ro tected  by mountain heigh ts  
and they exclude a l l  land  o f value fo r  a g r ic u lt u r a l
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purposes, or even fo r  grazing.
"The f i r s t  Superintendent o f the Park was N. P.
Langford, appointed May 10# 1872, to serve without 
salary. He never drew any salary, never lived  in the 
Park, and protected i t  only by reports and recommendations. 
No one could have been more enthusiastic than he, nor 
more earnest in his wish to see the Park protected, but 
the reservation was a new thing, and neither he nor anyone 
else knew what i t  needed, nor was the public w ell enough 
acquainted with i t  to fe e l any special in terest in i t .
"In the spring o f 1876, P. W. Norris was appointed 
to succeed Mr. Langford. Something more than a year la te r  
an appropriation was had fo r  the Park, and a small force 
o f employees was engaged, some o f whom did good work in 
trying to protect the forests from f ir e s .  Norris was a 
destroyer o f natural wonders, co llec tin g  great quantities 
o f beautiful specimens, which he shipped out o f the Park. 
He professed to desire the protection o f game, but not 
the abolition  o f hunting. Norris was followed by P.H. 
Conger, in 1882, who made the usual recommendations that 
various things be protected. In August, 188^, he was 
succeeded by B* E* Carpenter, who was removed in May,
1885* David W* Wear was the next and la s t  c iv i l i a n  
Superintendent.
"Meantime, in the year 1882, soon a fte r  the completion 
to the Park of the Northern P ac ific  Bailroad, the region
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and its  wonders became accessible to the public* Among 
those who v is ited  i t  were a number o f men controlling 
some capital and more or less fam ilia r with large a ffa irs . 
They saw the p o ss ib ilit ie s  o f the Park as a pleasure 
resort, and at once set to work to gain such control o f 
i t  as they could, and to secure a monopoly o f anything 
that might f a l l  in th eir way. They succeeded in securing 
from the Assistant Secretary o f the In terior a provisional 
lease, said to have been fo r  ten plots o f six hundred and 
fo rty  acres, each at a d iffe ren t point o f in terest. These 
plots were to be so located as. to cover the various 
natural wonders o f the Park, where this was practicable. 
The syndicate, as i t  was called  - the Yellowstone Park 
Improvement Company - started a saw-mill and began to 
cut and saw timber in the Park fo r  the construction of 
th eir various hotels and other buildings. As laborers in 
large numbers were to be employed through the winter, 
the company tr ied  to give out a contract fo r  twenty 
thousand pounds o f wild meat at f iv e  cents a .pound, fo r  
the boarding houses fo r  th e ir  laborers and mechanics.
"In the year 1883» the company put up tents fo r  the 
use o f guests, and la te r  put up lig h t frame buildings. 
About this time Gen* Sheridan came through from the south 
with President Arthur. I t  was th is same year that Mr. 
Arnold Hague came into the Park to take charge o f the 
Geological Survey work there.
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“The e f fo r t  to secure leases which in practice would 
give the Yellowstone Park Improvement Company a monopoly 
o f the Park, the high-handed way in which they seized and 
used the timber, and th eir e ffo r ts  to give out a contract 
fo r w ild meat, aroused a storm o f indignation among the 
people, who best knew what such acts must mean fo r  the 
public. In the autumn of 1882 the Porest and Stream* 
attacked the proposed monopoly and began a figh t which 
was kept up fo r  a dozen years. Senator Geo, G, Vest 
sprang to the defense o f the Park in Congress, and Messrs. 
Hague, Ph illip s  and Rogers rendered Invaluable aid . A 
campaign of education was carried on which had a great 
e ffe c t  on the country, and thousands of p etition s, signed 
by tens of thousands o f people interested in natural 
things, came into Congress and strengthened the hands of 
Senator Vest.
“The work o f protecting the Park was d i f f ic u l t ,  fo r  
there was no law governing i t .  As already said, the 
organic law authorized the Secretary o f the In terio r to 
make regulations fo r  its  government and protections, but 
prescribed no methods fo r  the enforcement o f such 
regulations as he might lay down. The regulations were 
p ractica lly  a dead le t te r .  The people out down the 
forests, k illed  the game or chopped out wagon loads o f
*Bdited by Grinnell
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the beautiful geyser formations, which they hauled away 
fo r  a few miles and then dumped on the p ra ir ie . V iolators 
o f the regulations could not be punished. I f  th is was 
true of the casual c it izen , i t  was much more so of a 
corporation with a large foroe of men, which in a high­
handed way was seizing and converting to its  own use 
timber, game and other valuable things within the Park.
"The dangers which threatened were very r e a l ,  and 
continued f o r  a dozen y ea rs . About 1883 e f fo r t s  began to  
be made to  secure from Congress le g i s la t io n  which should  
a f fo rd  p ro tection  to l i f e  and p roperty  w ith in  the 
re se rv a t io n , and should prevent the d estru ction  o f  the 
fo r e s t s ,  n a tu ra l wonders and game w ith in  i t s  b o rd e rs .
In season and out o f season, Senator Geo. G. Vest, la te r  
a member o f the club, urged this matter in the United 
States Senate, and was ably supported by many other 
members. Prom 1883 to the end of the year 1890 b i l ls  to 
remedy these dangerous conditions passed the Senate at 
four sessions of Congress -  twice by a unanimous vote - 
but there was a strong e f fo r t  on the part o f a lobby in 
the House to use the National Park fo r  private purposes, 
and this lobby always succeeded in having attached to 
the Senate b i l l  a rider granting a righ t o f way to a 
railroad through the Park. Members o f the Boone and 
Crockett Club fought this amendment from the beginning. 
They f e l t  that a railroad in the Park would be a grave
m
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danger to the National pleasure ground, and i f  one railway 
was permitted to run its  lines there, the same p riv ilege  
might not be denied to others, and before long the 
reservation would be gridironed by tracks.
“As we a l l  know, the e ffo r ts  o f the Yellowstone Park 
Improvement Company to seoure a monopoly o f the Park, and 
o f the lobby to seoure the righ t o f way fo r  a railroad, 
were eventually blocked, but much energy and hard work 
and a great amount o f ink was expended before th is was 
accomplished.
“By the Act o f March 3, 1883, the Secretary o f War 
was authorized -  on request from the Secretary o f the 
In terior -  to d e ta il a force o f troops fo r  duty in the 
Park, the commander of the troops to be the acting 
Superintendent. The f i r s t  o f f ic e r  detailed  under the new 
appointment was Captain Moses Harris, F irs t Cavalry, a 
member of the Club, who took charge August 20, 1886, and 
from this time forth  things in the Park began to wear a 
d iffe ren t aspect. Captain Harris had a troop o f cavalry, 
which he used with energy and d iscretion , and his 
e ffic ien cy  was evidenced by the amount of confiscated 
property which he accumulated. He made splendid e ffo r ts  
to prevent f ir e s ,  to protect game and to put an end to 
the defacement o f geysers. He early called attention to 
the immense herds of elk  which occupied the road between 
Gardiner and Cooke C ity, and in his reports pointed out
the d if f ic u lty  o f protecting this game from the public 
which traveled to and from the mining settlement of 
Gooke City. Captain Harris remained in the Park fo r  
nearly three years, and l e f t  i t ,  having in itia ted  and 
put in force most o f the protective measures that have 
since been used.
"In 1889 sa additional troop o f cavalry was detailed 
fo r  duty during the summer, and stationed in the Lower 
Geyser Basin. Capt. F. N. Boutelle became the 
Superintendent. He was an ardent sportsman and game 
protector, and especia lly  interested in the stocking of 
barren waters of the Park with game fish . This he caused 
to be done.
"In February, 1891, Captain Geo. S. Anderson, a member 
o f the club, came to the Park and re lieved  Captain 
Boutelle. Captain Anderson, while wholly new to the work, 
was a most able o f f ic e r ,  and in Ed. Wilson, one o f the 
scouts in the Park, he found a s ing le , able assistant.
This man was devoted to his work and succeeded in 
arresting a number of v io la tors  o f the rules; but in the 
summer o f 1891 he disappeared, and his place was taken 
by Felix  Burgess.
"Captain Anderson*s treatment o f the Park was most 
Judicious. Where another o f f ic e r  might have roughly 
expelled a man from the Park fo r  writing his name or 
scratching his in it ia ls  on the beautifu l geyser formation,
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Captain Anderson had the man brought back to the place, 
and supplied with soap and scrubbing brush or some too l, 
and obliged him to erase the w riting. His Ingenious 
punishments greatly  impressed the v is it in g  public, and 
a wholesome respect fo r  law began to be f e l t .
nAt this time the Park held a considerable herd of 
wild buffalo. The heads and hides o f buffalo had now 
become so scarce that they were very valuable, and in 
the minds o f taxidermists and hunters seemed beyond price. 
For some time the k il l in g  o f buffalo hear and in the 
Yellowstone Park went on without being suspected; but in 
189^ the scout Burgess detected a hunter in the act of 
butchering a number that he had just k illed  in the 
Astringent and Pelican Creek d is tr ic ts . The poacher, 
Howell, was engaged in skinning a cow and was surrounded 
by the bodies of seven fresh ly k illed  bu ffa lo, o f which 
six were cows and one a yearling ca lf*  Howell was 
arrested, held fo r  some time in confinement and then set 
free , with orders to leave the Park and not return.
There was s t i l l  no law under which he could be punished.
"This crime was undoubtedly one o f the best things 
that ever happened fo r  the Park. I t  was thoroughly 
exploited in Forest and Stream, and afterward in other 
periodicals, and created an interest throughout the 
country, which brought about the passage o f the Park 
Protection Act, signed by President Cleveland, May 7 , 189*K
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This was the ultimate reward of a number o f men who, fo r  
a dozen years, had been working fo r  the protection and 
betterment o f the Yellowstone Park. I t  may fa ir ly  be 
said that since then that great reservation has never 
been exposed to any special dangers.
"The Yellowstone Park had been set aside under peculiar 
conditions. The public - represented by those who urged 
the establishment o f the Park - asked only that the 
te rr ito ry  might be withdrawn from settlement, and was 
sa tis fied  with that* But the people at large did not 
look forward to the existence o f the reservation without 
government fo r  a period o f twenty-two years, nor did they 
rea lize  the changed conditions which would prevail so 
soon as railroads reached the neighborhood o f the Park.
So long as the Park was isolated and to be reached only 
a fte r  f iv e  hundred miles of horseback or stage ride , the 
region might get along very well without law, but as soon 
as the Northern Pac ific  E. E. brought to i t  a large 
publio, that public required to be governed.
"The Boone and Crockett Club a fte r  its  organization, 
acting through the personality o f Geo* G* Vest, Arnold 
Hague, Wm. H allett P h illip s , W* A. Wadsworth, Archibald 
Rogers, Theodore Roosevelt and George Bird Grinnell, was 
fin a lly  successful in carrying through the law o f May 7 , 
189^, and so saved the Park.
"Much more might be written about the history o f the
Park. Further deta ils  w il l  be found In Colonel 
Anderson*s paper on the Protection of the Yellowstone 
National Park In "Hunting in Many Lands," the second 
volume o f the Boone and Crockett Club’ s books, and in 
the f i le s  o f Forest and Stream - which was the natural 
mouthpiece o f the club- from 1882 to 189^*
"At la te r  dates, administrative services o f great 
value were performed fo r  the Park by members o f the Club 
Col. John Pitcher and Gen. S* M. B. Young - who at 
d iffe ren t times held the o ff ic e  of acting superintendent. 
Both did much to preserve the game and to make trave l 
through the Park easy.*
Entitled The Beginnings o f Glaoler National Park. Grant 
wrote the follow ing account in the Boone and Crockett Club 
book: Hunting and Conservation, published in 1925* Several 
pages o f the orig ina l account giving the history o f the names 
o f geographical features in the park have been deleted in 
the story below:
"In 1919 the w riter was greatly  impressed by the fact 
that, although the G lacier National Park had been 
established only nine years, the memory of its  dedication 
as a federal reserve had already begun to fade into 
trad ition  and the h is to rica l facts concerning the Park 
had become obscured and d istorted .
"As a member o f the govern ing body o f the Boone and 
Crockett C lub, the w r ite r  had been f o r  years fa m i l ia r
38
with the long-continued e ffo r ts  to establish Glacier 
National Park, and these notes and memoranda were 
gathered in order to set down, before i t  was too la te , 
a l l  the material available concerning its  orig in . These 
data were published in 1919 by the National Park Service 
o f the In terior Department as part o f the h is to rica l 
record o f the Park.
"The Glacier National Park lie s  in a remote corner o f 
Montana along the Continental Divide in the Bocky 
Mountains, immediately adjoining the Dominion o f Canada. 
Before the building o f the Northern P ac ific  Bailroad i t  
had been scarcely v is ited  except by an occasional mountain- 
man or trapper. These mountain-men penetrated the remote 
fastnesses o f the Bocky Mountains in the early  decades 
o f the nineteenth century, but they passed and l e f t  no 
record behind. Many a mountain slope or tree-studded 
va lley  has borne s ilen t witness to th e ir  so lita ry  roamings 
and ofttimes tragic end in hopeless figh t against savage 
foes. With the building o f the transcontinental 
railroads, men entered the country who were capable of 
recording what they saw, and who rea lized  the Importance 
o f making such records.
ttL it t le  is  known o f the e a r lie r  h istory of the G lacier 
National Park region. Perhaps the f i r s t  account of i t  is 
the story to ld  by old Hugh Monroe, o f the v is i t ,  long ago, 
o f a missionary priest to the Lower St. Mary Lake.
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"Chief Mountain, by fa r  the boldest natural feature 
o f the region, had been seen and named long before that, 
fo r  on the early map sent back to President Jefferson by 
Lewis and Clark in 180^ a mountain is indicated at about 
this point, called The King - evidently a translation of 
the Indian term, Chief of Mountains* I t  is not surprising 
that i t  should have received this name, fo r  i t  is v is ib le  
fo r  a great distance from the p ra ir ie , north, east and 
south, and stands out before the other mountains o f the 
range lik e  a ch ief leading his men.
"A fte r  the mountain-men, and yet long  b e fo re  the day 
o f the r a i l r o a d s ,  we have one or two e a r ly  records o f  the 
gen era l re g io n , one by A. W. Tinkham, who in 1853 
approached i t  from the west and south, w h ile  in  May o f 
the fo llo w in g  year James Doty, accompanying Governor
I .  I*  Stevens on h is  e x p lo r in g  t r ip  in charge o f  the 
r a i lr o a d  survey along the fo rty -se v e n th  p a r a l l e l ,  a c tu a lly  
saw the area which is  now the park . Doty*s d e ta i le d  
repo rt enab les us to fo llo w  him from camp to camp u n t i l  
he reached 'the body o f w ater now known as the Lower S t.
Mary Lake, to which he referred as *the well-known Chief 
Mountain Lake,* stating that the name was then established. 
The present Upper St. Mary Lake he called  Bow Lake. In 
la te r  maps these early names went astray, and the very 
appropriate name, Chief Mountain Lake, became attached to 
another lake farther north and ly ing across the
international boundary in longitude about 113° 53 '.
That Chief Mountain Lake was described and a survey of 
i t  published in the international boundary survey in 1878. 
I t  is  now known as Waterton Lake.
" I t  is to be regretted that the Lower St* Mary Lake, 
dominated as i t  is by the great peak Chief Mountain, 
does not bear the name Chief Mountain Lake, given i t  long 
ago by a Hudson Bay factor. This matter might properly 
be brought to the attention of the National Board of 
Geographic Names with such evidenoe additional to that 
heretofore available as might warrant a reconsideration 
o f any e a r lie r  decision by the Board.
"The sh ift  o f names was perhaps based on the map 
purporting to give Doty*s route, printed in Volume XI 
o f the Pac ific  Bailroad Reports. compiled In the 
engineers o ff ic e  from surveys o f 1853-1857> where Chief 
Mountain Lake is given as ly ing across the border, partly 
in the United States and partly in B ritish  te rr ito ry .
This is Waterton Lake, and was very lik e ly  taken from 
Blaklston’ s - 1858 -  map. Those fam ilia r with Doty’ s 
narrative and route do not agree that th is lake ly ing 
across the pa ra lle l of ^9° N. is Doty’ s Chief Mountain 
Lake. Lieutenant G. K. Warren, under whose d irection 
these maps were compiled, ca lls  attention to the 
d if f ic u lt ie s  met with in harmonizing the various surveys 
he had to work with, and implies that in some cases he
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was obliged to force an agreement.
#
"Mr. Grinnell long ago gave reasons fo r  believing 
that the Lower St* Mary Lake was the Chief Mountain Lake 
o f Doty. B rie fly  they are these:
"In the narrative of his tr ip  Doty says he camped 
on a small stream - one o f the heads o f Milk River - 
eight miles beyond and north o f Cut Bank River, and then 
went on, and a fte r  seventeen miles saw in a va lley  fiv e  
hundred fe e t below him the Chief Mountain Lake. The 
distance is  about right to have brought him to the Lower 
St. Mary Lake.
"He describes in some d e ta il the heads o f Milk River, 
crossed before he reached his Chief Mountain Lake, and 
mentions particu larly  the growth o f pine timber seen on 
the mountains near and on Divide Mountain, which extends 
toward the plain fo r  a distance from Divide Mountain.
"According to Doty, the south end o f Chief Mountain 
Lake is in 48° ^1*8", or about seventeen miles south of 
the boundary lin e , which would make the north end about 
ten miles south of that lin e . By modern maps th is northern 
end is about eleven miles south of the boundary. Doty 
also says d e fin ite ly  that his survey shows that th is ]
Chief Mountain Lake and its  environs belong to the
* Sciencef August 12, 1892, Vol. XX, p. 85.
Pac ific  Railroad Reports. Vol. I ,  p. 5^9.
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United States.
”The lengths he gives fo r  the two lakes* i . e . ,  Chief 
Mountain and Bow Lake* are approximately those o f the 
Lower and Upper St* Mary Lakes. He further says that the 
outlet o f his Chief Mountain Lake is called in the 
Blackfeet language Mo-k6-un or Belly River, which is what 
the St# Mary River - the outlet of the Lower St# Mary 
Lake - is called by the Blackfeet today; that i t  is the 
most southerly o f the headwaters o f the Saskatchewan 
River, and that one large fork arises near Chief Mountain. 
This would be Kennedy Creek.
"At the time when Lieutenant Warren1s map was made the 
existence of the St* Mary lakes was not known, but 
B laklston^ Waterton Lake was known, and i t  seems probable 
that the compilers o f the map in Volume XI of the Pac ific  
Railroad Reports. knowing that there was a considerable 
lake near the boundary lin e , assumed that this was the 
lake v is ited  by Doty and set down his t r a i l  as going to 
and beyond that lake* This inference is confirmed by the 
fact that the maps in Volume XI made Doty*s -  and the 
Blackfeet*s -  Belly River, Mo-k6-un, flow out o f the 
Chief Mountain Lake, which crosses the international 
boundary, and have moved the heads o f Milk River fa r to 
the north. In other words, Lieutenant Warren accepted 
Doty’ s name fo r  a lake and river* but did not accept his 
survey, and did not believe that he had properly located
3̂
the lake and r ive r  that he named. Yet Doty was righ t, 
and this is one case where Lieutenant Warren by foroing 
an agreement of the surveys made his map wrong.
"In 1882 Professor Eaphael Pumpelly tr ied  to cross 
the main chain of the Hooky Mountains by the Cut Bank 
Pass, but finding the snow too deep was obliged to turn 
back. In 1883* however, by the same Cut Bank Pass, he 
crossed from west to east and discovered the g la c ier , 
which is a part o f the iceflow  from the Blackfoot Mountain 
and is now known as the Pumpelly G lacier. With Professor 
Pumpelly were W. A. S tile s , a w riter well known between 
1870 and 1890 and fo r  many years the ed itor o f Professor
C. S* Sargent*s Garden and Forest, and W* H* Logan, who 
was long in the service o f the Indian Bureau and was the 
f i r s t  superintendent of Glacier Park.
"Professor Pumpelly, eminent in soience, outdoor man 
and nature lover, beheld the soenes o f the Glacier 
National Park with enthusiasm. He says:
‘Among these limestone mountains -  from lo f ty  crest 
and in cirques -  you w il l  see the grandest scenery in 
the United States? and the best time to see i t  is when, 
from high-lying snow fie ld s  water fa l ls  are plunging
2,000 fe e t down almost v e r t ic a l steps.
*A sharply cut pyramid towers 1,000 fe e t above the 
[Cut Bank] Pass. Its  four faces form the upward extension 
o f the intersection of four amphitheater walls -  two on
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each side o f the orest -  and i t  indicates a lowering o f 
the crest here during the g la c ia l period by at least
1,000 f e e t , 1
"The outlying p ra irie  borders o f the region were by 
th is time beoomlng known, and a few prospectors were 
washing fo r  gold along the lower reaches o f Swiftourrent 
and Kennedy creeks and on the St, Mary R iver,
"In 1885, George Bird Grinnell, o f New York, having 
heard many accounts of the country, went there on a 
hunting tr ip . The route at that time was by the Northern 
Pac ific  Railroad to Helena, thence to Port Benton, one 
hundred and sixteen miles by stage; from that point to 
the Old Piegan Agency on Badger Creek, ninety miles by 
wagon; and from there to the lake and mountains by saddle.
"The mountains here had always been a hunting ground 
fo r  Indians and had been v is ited  by parties o f Kootenais 
from the west, and by Crees and Bloods from the north.
The Kootenais and the Crees were good mountain hunters 
and a l l  three tribes were good trappers* The streams o f 
the mountains and the lakes and pools o f the fo o th ills  
abounded in beaver, while game was p len tifu l. The 
Blackfeet, too, camped about the lakes and hunted the 
mountain bison found in the valleys and on the fo o th il ls .  
Sometimes hostile  camps met here and more than once the 
great f la t  at the foo t o f the Lower St. Mary Lake has been 
the scene of ba ttle .
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"As an example o f the abundance o f game In those days,
Mr, Grlnnell records that In eight days a party of 
Kootenai Indians with whom he hunted k illed  two or three 
moose, two or three e lk , many sheep and goats and eighty 
beaver*
"Two years la te r , at what is now known as Lake 
McDermott, the ice mass now known as Grinnell G lacier 
was seen and its  character recognized. In company with 
Lieutenant J* H. Beacom, la te r  Colonel Beaoom, U*S.A., 
the g lac ier was climbed and explored by Grinnell, and 
Lieutenant Beacom named the mountain, g lac ier and lake.
"From 1887 on, Mr# G r in n e ll returned each summer and 
autumn fo r  a number o f y ea rs , devoting h is  time to hunting, 
c lim bing , e xp lo r in g  and the study o f the B lack fee t In d ian s.
"In  1891 w ith  W illiam  H. Seward and Henry L* Stimson 
a t r ip  was made to the head o f  the S t . Mary R iver where 
the B lack fee t G la c ie r ,  the la r g e s t  ice  mass in the park , 
was d iscovered  and named. That y ea r , and l a t e r ,  names 
were given  to  various physiograph ic fe a tu re s  o f the park .
"At this time the mountain area on the east side of 
the Continental D ivide, from the international boundary 
lin e  south to Birch Creek, was the westerly portion of 
the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, but was not used by 
these Indians. I t  was a region of great p recip ita tion , 
and, so long as its  forests were preserved, would constitute 
a storage reservoir o f great value. I t  early  occurred to
Mr* Grinnell to try  to have the region set aside as a 
national park, and i t  Is matter o f record that the 
project of the Glacier National Park fo r  the f i r s t  time 
took concrete shape in September, 1891, 1n his suggestion 
that a movement be set on foot fo r  the government to buy 
the St. Mary region and turn I t  Into a national 
reservation. The Great Northern Railroad was then Just 
being bu ilt through this country and i t  was believed that 
Its  managers might be persuaded to see material advantage 
In backing the pro ject. A fter long consideration the 
proposal was elaborated by Mr* Grinnell in an a r t ic le  
called 'The Crown of the Continent' and published in 
the Century Magazine. September, 1901, from which we 
quote:
'The C h ie f Mountain reg ion  has a r e a l  va lue to th is  
country, and th is  con s ists  in  i t s  be ing  a r e s e rv o ir  f o r  
the storage o f  the g rea t  amount o f  m oisture p re c ip ita te d  
here . For e igh t or nine months o f the year th is  moisture  
takes the form o f snow, and su p p lie s  the annual waste 
caused by the m elting o f the g la c ie r s .  Without these  
g la c ie r s  and the fa r -re a c h in g  f i e ld s  o f  snow which l i e  
on many o f the mountains, the lak es  and the r iv e r s  would 
soon go d ry . At present a l l  the w atercourses are  f u l l  
a t  a l l  seasons o f the y ea r , and the w in te r 's  snows, 
protected  by dense pine fo r e s t s ,  are  s t i l l  s low ly  m elting  
in June and J u ly , The S t , Mary R iver is  a very  la rg e
stream, and south of i t ,  un til we oome to the Missouri 
Biver, there is none carrying an equal volume of water 
flowing out o f the Bocky Mountains to the eastward. A 
plan is already on foot to d ivert the St. Mary from its  
present course and turn i t  into Milk Biver. I f  this 
should be done i t  would render irr igab le  many hundreds 
o f square miles in northern Montana which are now quite 
without value from lack of water. But i f  the forests o f 
the Chief Mountain region should be swept away by f ir e  
or the ax, its  value as a reservoir would be gone.
Large tracts o f forest on Swiftcurrent have been burned 
over by hunting parties o f Canadian Indians, and this 
danger is ever present.
‘ Persons who have given in te llig en t study to the 
problems of forestry  and the needs o f the arid  West 
appreciate the importance of protecting the sources of 
rivers flowing from the Bocky Mountains over the plains 
east and west, and i t  is obvious that the greater the 
number o f se ttle rs  who establish themselves on these dry 
plains the more water w i l l  be used and so the more needed. 
The question of water supply is the most important that 
to-day confronts the States which border the Bocky 
Mountains. Already many o f these States are fee lin g  in 
the lessened volume of th eir streams the e v i l  e f fe c t  o f 
the wasteful destruction o f th eir fo rests . Great rivers 
lik e  the P la tte , the Arkansas, and the Bio Grande receive
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in a short time the quickly melting snows which l i e  on 
the naked sides o f the mountains in which they r ise , 
and when this flood is over, they f a l l  at once to th eir 
summer le v e l.  Besides this they are tapped a l l  along 
their courses by flumes and ditohes which carry o f f  the 
water and spread i t  over the ground. The result is that 
even these large rivers dwindle in midsummer and autumn 
to mere tr ick les  o f water, or become wholly dry. Their 
waters have been used up.
♦Happily, in 1897, by the o f f ic ia l  in it ia t iv e  o f the 
United States Forest Commission, o f which Prof. Charles
S. Sargent was chairman, a large section of th is mountain 
country was made into a fo rest reserve, including Upper 
St. Mary Lake. Under fa ith fu l and in te llig en t supervision, 
the dangers above spoken of w il l  in large part be 
obviated, and in due time Montana w il l  re jo ic e , as 
California is  now doing* that so large a source o f her 
water supply has thus been preserved fo r  her people.1
"These paragraphs set forth  truths that now are 
commonplace; but at that time such broad views on the 
conservation of water supply, forests and game were 
unusual.
"Ten years had elapsed between Mr* G rinnellf s f i r s t  
concept of the Glacier National Park and the publication 
o f this a r t ic le ,  and in the meantime various changes had 
taken place. In 1892 and 1893 indications o f copper were
^9
found in the fo o th ills ,  but as the country was an Indian 
reservation a l l  prospecting was i l le g a l .  Since i t  was 
forbidden ground, people in the neighborhood began to 
imagine that great wealth must be hidden in the mountains, 
and strong pressure was brought to bear on Congress to 
purchase the mountain and fo o th il l  te rr ito ry  from the 
Indians and throw the region open to settlement.
"The Blackfeet Indians, whose hunting grounds and 
reservation included the te rr ito ry  o f the G lacier Park, 
cared l i t t l e  about this mountain country, as they had 
been fo r  generations a plains tribe  depending fo r  support 
on the bu ffa lo. The only Indians who hunted in the 
mountains were Crees or Stonles from the north and 
Kootenais from the west, though sometimes the Bloods came 
down from the north to trap beaver.
"The r e s u lt  o f the a g ita t io n  to  open th is  Indian  
country to  p rospectors was the passage o f the act  
au th o riz in g  the purchase o f  the land from the B lack fee t  
Ind ian s, and in 1895 the Secretary  o f the In t e r io r  
appointed Mr. G r in n e ll,  who was named a t the request o f  
the B lack fee t them selves, and M essrs. W, C. Po llock  and 
W. M» Clements to t re a t  w ith  the B la ck fe e t . These 
n ego tia tion s  re su lted  in  the purchase o f the mountain 
area  o f  th e ir  re se rv e . The action  o f  the commission was 
confirmed by Congress in June, 18 9 6 , and the land was 
thrown open in A p r i l ,  I 898. Between these dates many
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parties o f prospectors secretly entered the forbidden 
te r r ito ry , only to be discovered, arrested, escorted to 
the border, and released by the Indian police# Once set 
free they usually returned by some other route* The 
throwing open o f the land was followed by a great 
incursion o f miners and by a general prospecting o f both 
sides of the mountains* Beautiful samples of copper were 
found, brought out and exhibited, and on some veins much 
work was done* The prospect holes and shafts may s t i l l  
be seen on many h ills id es .
’’Experts from important mining camps were brought to 
the newly opened te rr ito ry  and looked i t  over, but a l l  
shook th e ir  heads in doubt, and none seemed to agree with 
the loca l optim ists, who declared that this was to be a 
’bigger camp than Old Butte.* A fter two or three years 
o f unsuccessful prospecting fo r  gold, s ilv e r , copper, and 
f in a lly  fo r  o i l ,  the miners here became discouraged and 
p ractica lly  a l l  the claims were abandoned.
ttBy 1902 almost the la s t prospectors had withdrawn 
from the region, leaving behind them no marks o f th eir 
presence more permanent than the prospect holes or shafts 
which they had dug at the cost o f so much labor. They 
had cut down much timber fo r  th eir mining operations, and 
in d iffe ren t lo c a lit ie s  adjacent to the claims rough log 
cabins, most o f them roofless now through weather and 
decay, s t i l l  mark the points where hopes once high had
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grown fa in ter and fa in ter and at last had been abandoned. 
The time came when the only claim s t i l l  occupied was a 
well sunk fo r  petroleum, whose high derrick until recently 
was a landmark in the va lley  o f Swiftcurrent River. Many 
tales are told  o f the struggles o f those interested in 
this o i l  well to make i t  appear a valuable prospect, and 
trad ition  te l ls  o f casks of crude petroleum secretly  
brought into the country and fed into the well to buoy up 
the hopes o f those who had invested in it*
"During the period o f mining excitement Mr* Grinnell 
had regularly v is ited  the region, where he was welcomed 
because his v is its  were known to be fo r  the purpose of 
exploration and hunting and not fo r  location o f mineral 
deposits* He climbed and named many o f the mountains; 
among others, Mount Jackson, Blaokfeet Mountain and Mount 
Gould, and made the f i r s t  sketch map o f the region.
"When the mining excitement died down, he recognized 
that the time was propitious to advance his plan fo r  a 
national park, then ten years old , and approached 
Senator T* H. Carter, o f Montana, suggesting its  creation. 
He took the matter up also with friends in Montana, 
inducing them to write independently to the Senator.
These suggestions resulted in the introduction by Senator 
Carter o f the desired b i l l .  I t  passed in the Senate 
twice, but the House f e l t  s ligh t interest in the measure. 
At length, however, Mr* L. W* H il l ,  who had v is ited  the
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region, became an enthusiastic partisan of the b i l l ,  
and Congressman Pray, of Montana, became Interested.
Mr. H ill saw in the measure great p o ss ib ilit ie s  fo r  the 
public benefit, as w ell as important material advantage 
to the Great Northern Railroad. With these new interests 
behind i t  the b i l l  passed both houses and was signed by 
President Taft May 11, 1910, and the Glacier National 
Park, a fte r  nineteen years o f e f fo r t ,  became an established 
fa c t.
"A fter the establishment of the park the appropriations 
fo r  its  Improvement and care were small. There were no 
roads or bridges and i t  was evident that without these 
the general public would be unable to enjoy the beauties 
o f the region. At this juncture the Great Northern 
Railroad stepped into the gap and expended many thousands 
o f dollars in building safe and good roads to the lakes, 
as w ell as camping places fo r  tou ris ts , which la te r  grew 
into large and a ttractive  hotels. Much o f the e a r lie r  
development o f the park was thus due to L. W. H il l .
* * * * *
"These are some of the essentia l facts which have to 
do with the genesis o f the G lacier National Park. . . . 
Those desiring to know more deta ils o f its  early history 
and of the l i f e  o f the people who lived  about i t ,  should 
read: ’ The Ascent of Chief Mountain,* by Henry L. Stimson 
in Hunting in Many Lands. New Xork, 1895; Blaokfoot Lodge
Tales. by George Bird Grinnell, New York, 1892; 1 Crown 
o f the Continent,* by George Bird Grinnell, Century. 
Magazine. September, 1901; *To the Walled In Lakes,* by 
George Bird Grinnell, Forest and Stream. 1885-1886."
In the same volume In which Madison Grant wrote the 
history o f Glacier National Park he also wrote the follow ing 
acoount o f the establishment o f Mt. McKinley National Park.
"The Boone and Crockett Club, founded o r ig in a lly  by 
riflemen and hunters, has, with the transformation of 
North America from fron tie r  to almost old world conditions, 
been i t s e l f  transformed into a club whose achievements 
in the f ie ld  o f conservation have been far-reaching.
"One o f its  most recent achievements is the 
establishment o f Mt. McKinley National Park in Alaska, 
i f  the Club be allowed to appropriate to i t s e l f  the results 
o f the foresight and zeal of one o f Its  members, Charles 
Sheldon. Mr. Sheldon has advised me that the in terest 
o f the Boone and Crockett Club in creating game refuges, 
especia lly  in Alaska, was the sole cause which Inspired 
in him the thought o f preserving th is area a fte r  personally 
studying the situation in that land.
" I t  took George Bird Grinnell nineteen years to 
establish Glacier National Park, counting the years 
which elapsed from the date o f the conception, in 1891, 
and the public announcement of the plan of the proposed 
park and game refuge ten years la te r , down to the date
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when the statute establishing the park was actually- 
enacted, in 1910.
"Mr. Sheldon was more fortunate in point o f time.
The plan o f conserving the Mt. McKinley region as a 
national park was conceived in the summer and f a l l  o f 
1906 by Charles Sheldon and by him alone, and during the 
follow ing year he devoted much time to studying on the 
spot the proper boundaries o f the proposed national park, 
so as to include therein te r r ito r ie s  suitable fo r  a game 
refuge.
"Upon his return to the East in 1908, the Game 
Committee o f the Boone and Crockett Club, o f which he 
was chairman, took under consideration the question o f 
game refuges in Alaska, and especia lly  in the region
adjacent to the northern slopes o f Mt. McKinley. I t  was 
f e l t ,  however, that the time was not favorable fo r 
congressional action and that the best hope o f success 
rested on obtaining approval and support from the 
Alaskans themselves.
“Later, while this matter was under discussion, the
construction o f the Alaska Bailroad from the southern 
coast o f Alaska to Fairbanks was making rapid progress 
and the route as la id  out crossed Broad Pass and so 
rendered eas ily  accessible the eastern lim it o f the Mt. 
McKinley Park outlined in Mr. Sheldon*s plan.
“The f i r s t  step was to secure the approval and 
cooperation o f the delegate who represented Alaska in
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Congress. In October, 1915# Mr. Sheldon took up the 
matter with Dr. E. W. Nelson of the B io log ica l Survey 
at Washington, D. C., and with Mr. George Bird Grinnell, 
with a view to introducing a suitable b i l l  at the coming 
session o f Congress. The matter was then again considered 
by the Game Committee of the Boone and Crockett Club, 
and a fte r  fu ll  discussion received the Committee's 
endorsement. On December 3 o f the same year, i t  was 
formally la id  before James Wickersham, then delegate from 
Alaska, who, a fte r  some deliberation, gave his approval 
to the establishment o f a park in the Mt. McKinley region. 
The whole project was then presented to the Executive 
Committee o f the Boone and Crockett Club and was 
unanimously endorsed by them on December 15, 1915*
"The plan was thereupon brought to the attention of 
Stephen T. Mather, in charge o f national parks at 
Washington, D. C., as a plan originating with and endorsed 
by the Boone and Crockett Club. I t  received the Immediate 
and cordial approval o f Mr. Mather. He and Secretary 
Lane secured the cooperation o f Thomas Biggs, J r ., la te r  
governor o f Alaska but at that time in charge o f the 
Alaskan Boundary Survey. Mr. Riggs was asked to draw a 
b i l l  fo r  the establishment o f a national park in the Mt. 
McKinley region, with boundaries as suggested by Mr. 
Sheldon. The western, northern and eastern lim its  o f the 
park were la id  out by Mr. Sheldon from his own personal
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knowledge, based on observations made during an entire 
winter season spent on and near the northern slopes of 
the mountain. The southern boundary, o f l i t t l e  importance 
with reference to the conservation o f game, was based on 
convenient topographical features.
"A fter this plan had been formally presented to the 
authorities in Washington, several sim ilar propositions, 
some including the Mt. McKinley region, were brought 
forward, but the net result o f these a c t iv it ie s  was the 
preliminary drawing o f a b i l l  by Mr. Biggs with the 
boundaries approximately as outlined by Mr. Sheldon.
"Mr. Sheldon suggested that the park be known as The 
Denali National Park. "Denali" being the lo ca l Indian 
name fo r the mountain and sign ify ing "The Great High One." 
This suggestion, however, was not followed. The drafted 
b i l l  was submitted to and approved by Delegate Wlckersham, 
who thereupon decided to introduce the b i l l  himself.
"A fte r  prolonged d iscu ss ion  as to boundaries, the 
o r ig in a l  o u t lin e s  approxim ately as suggested by Charles  
Sheldon were accepted and were embodied in b i l l s  
introduced in A p r i l ,  1916, by D elegate  Wiokersham in the 
House, and in the Senate by Senator Key Pitman, o f Nevada.
"Meantime, other organizations and individuals 
interested in game conservation and in national parks 
had taken up the proposed park scheme and were at 
Washington, arousing public sentiment in its  favor.
“ In order to retain and to coordinate a l l  these 
favorable influences, Mr. Sheldon called , at his house 
in New York, a meeting o f the Game Preservation Committee 
o f the Boone and Crockett Club, which was attended also 
by a committee from the Camp Fire Club and one from the 
American Game Protective Association, both o f which 
societies were deeply interested in the proposed b i l l ,  
and had done e ffe c t iv e  work in its  behalf. At this 
meeting i t  was determined that the campaign in Congress 
be entrusted to the American Game Protective Association, 
its  president, Mr. Burnham, assuming the active leadership. 
Mr. Burnham was duly authorized by his association to 
undertake this work, and the various clubs and individuals 
supporting the measure agreed to act unitedly under his 
d irection .
"Immediately a fte r  the Introduction o f these b i l ls  in 
Congress, a widespread campaign was started to accelerate 
th eir passage and in th is work George Bird Grinnell, now 
President o f the Boone and Crockett Club, took an active 
part, ably backed by a number o f clubs and associations 
and in flu en tia l individuals. Hearings were held before 
the Committee on Public Lands, in the House, and o f 
T err ito r ies , in the Senate.
"Some difference o f opinion arose among the o f f ic ia ls  
at Washington as to the advisab ility  o f certain amendments, 
and fo r  a time no progress was made in the House, but in
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the Senate the b i l l  was reported out by the Committee.
"A ll through the spring and summer of 1916 much active 
work was done by the Boone and Crockett Club. A banquet 
given by the Club in Washington gave the advocates o f the 
b i l l  an opportunity to explain its  importance to the 
country to some members o f Congress. E ffec tive  work in 
Washington and elsewhere was also done by individual 
members and, above a l l ,  by Mr. Burnham.
"Nevertheless, f i r s t  one cause and then another, which 
had no rela tion  whatever to the merits o f the b i l l ,  
delayed its  passage. The ch ie f impediment was a policy 
adopted by the Committee on Public Lands that not more 
than two national park b i l ls  should be reported favorably 
in any single session o f Congress and b i l ls  fo r  the Mt. 
Lassen National Park, the Grand Canyon National Park and 
the Sawtooth National Park a l l  claimed righ t o f way over 
the Mt. McKinley B il l .
"Public sentiment, however, kept p ilin g  up in favor o f 
immediate action on the Mt. McKinley National Park in 
order to save its  game while there was yet time. When 
the b i l l  was fin a lly  reported out in 19 17# i t  was so la te  
in the session that i t  took its  place on the Unanimous 
Consent Calendar o f the House, where a single objection 
might block i t .  Yet, because o f the ceaseless a c t iv ity  
o f Mr. Sheldon and Mr. Burnham, the b i l l  was f in a lly  
reached in the House and passed with some small amendments
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on February 19 $ 1917.
M0n the next day the Senate, which had already passed 
the b i l l ,  concurred in the amended House b i l l .  A fter the 
necessary form ality of obtaining the signature o f the 
Secretary of the In terior, the b i l l ,  establishing Mt. 
McKinley National Park, was personally taken from the 
o ffic e  of the Secretary to the White House by Charles 
Sheldon on February 2^, 1917. On February 26, 1917* the 
President o f the United States signed i t  and presented 
to Mr. Sheldon the pen with whioh he had a ffixed  his 
signature.
"Eleven years had elapsed from the conception of Mt* 
McKinley National Park to the actual signing o f the b i l l .  
I t  was quick work. Public sentiment in this country in 
matters o f conservation moves with reasonable c e le r ity  
but unfortunately the forces engaged in the work of 
destroying our forests and game work even more rapidly.
" I t  is seldom that the history o f an achievement o f 
such magnitude as the Mt. McKinley National Park has been 
recorded in fu l l ,  but many o f the facts set forth  above 
are within the personal knowledge of the w riter, and in 
Appendix B is  given an abstract, in chronological order, 
o f the written records and o f the correspondence covering 
a l l  essential points* A ll the signed documents and 
le tte rs  referred to are in the f i l e s  o f the Boone and
Crockett Club.11
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CHAPTER I I I  
THE FOREST SERVICE
As early as 1893 the Boone and Crockett Club stood for 
federal control o f game In national forests  and urged the 
establishment o f big game refuges in these forests. This 
principle and the early thought on this subject is w ell 
described by Grlnnell in the follow ing account.
In the publication of the Boone and Crockett Club 
en titled  American Big Game Hunting (1893)| i t  was said:
"The fo re s t  reserves are  a b so lu te ly  unprotected.
Although set a s id e  by p re s id e n t ia l proclam ation they are  
without government and w ithout gu a rd s . Timber th ieves  
may s t i l l  s t r ip  the mountain s ides  o f the growing t re e s ,  
and poachers may s t i l l  k i l l  the game w ithout fe a r  o f  
punishment.
"Th is should not be so . I f  i t  was worth w h ile  to  
e s ta b lis h  these re se rv e s , i t  is  worth w h ile  to p ro tec t  
th em .... The tim ber and game ought to  be made the abso lu te  
property  o f  the government, and i t  should be con stitu ted  
a punishable o ffen se  to app rop ria te  such property  w ith in  
the lim its  o f  the re se rv a t io n . . . .
"The n a t io n a l parks and fo re s t  reserves . . .  by proper  
pro tection  may become g rea t  game p rese rves . . . .  In 
these rese rva tion s  is  to be found to -day  every species  
o f la rg e  game known to the United S ta te s , and the proper 
pro tection  o f the rese rva tion s  means perpetuating  in f u l l
supply o f a l l  these Indigenous mammals." ''Vj %
Grinnell in 1910 elaborated on this as follow s:
"The abuses here alluded to were in part remedied by 
the Act o f May 7, 189^, but only so fa r as concerned the 
Yellowstone Park, To protect the Yellowstone Park was 
well fo r the Yellowstone and the surrounding country, 
but did nothing fo r  the rest o f the country. The Club
urged then, and s t i l l  ins ists , that portions o f the forest
reserves shall be set aside as game refuges where the 
k il l in g  o f w ild animals shall be absolutely forbidden. 
Constant e ffo r ts  have been made to emphasize th is , and 
long before he took the Presidential chair, Theodore 
Boosevelt spoke in its  behalf before many associations,
X
"In 1901t speaking o f the forest reserves, he said: q. ^
* Some at least o f the forest reservations should a fford  
perpetual protection to the native fauna and flo ra , fo r  
havens o f refuge to our rapidly diminishing w ild animals 
o f the larger kinds, and free camping grounds fo r  the 
ever increasing numbers o f men and women who have learned 
to find rest, health and recreation in the splendid 
forest and flower-clad meadows o f our mountains. The 
forest reserves should be set apart forever fo r  the use 
and benefit o f our people as a whole, and not sacrificed  
to the short-sighted greed of a few.*
"In February, 1902, John F, Lacey, o f Iowa, introduced 
in the House o f BepresentatIves a b i l l  to transfer the
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administration of the forest reserves to the Department 
o f Agriculture* Its  seoond section authorized the 
President to set apart by executive order as fish  and 
game preserves, such forest reserves, or parts o f them, 
as he might deem best. I t  authorized the Secretary o f 
the Department in charge o f which the forest reserves 
should be, to make rules and regulations providing fo r 
the protection o f the forests, the fish  and the game, 
and to establish methods o f t r ia l ,  and fixed  penalties, 
in case o f conviction of the in fraction o f any regulations 
so established. The Committee on Public Lands, to which 
the b i l l  had been referred, gave considerable attention 
to the subject o f game protection, and submitted an 
opinion from the Attorney-General to the general e ffe c t  
that i t  was possible by leg is la tion  law fu lly to protect 
the game and fish  of the reserves. The b i l l  fa ile d  to 
pass.
"In the year 1903 Alden Sampson, then Secretary of 
the Boone and Crockett Club, was appointed game reserve 
expert by the Secretary o f Agriculture, and, working under 
the B io log ica l Survey, spent much time on the P ac ific  
Coast studying conditions there. In addition to his 
investigations, Mr. Sampson performed good work fo r  game 
preservation, lecturing and talking in its  behalf. In 
•American Big Game in Its  Haunts,* the fourth volume of 
the Boone and Crockett Club books, he had an interesting
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paper on the creating of game preserves, which deals 
very fu lly  with his work on the Pac ific  Coast, points 
out the necessity o f game refuges there, and shows how 
e ffe c t iv e ly  such refuges would protect the game.
"No argument is required to demonstrate th is. In the 
Yellowstone Park we have a perpetual object lesson* Here 
the elk ex ist in such abundance that in severe winters 
they starve to death, while when they leave certain 
sections of that Park and move down into Jackson*s Hole, 
in their search fo r  food they destroy the fences, hay 
and other property of the farmers. Large refuges in one 
or more o f the forest reserves at suoh altitudes that 
the elk would not be forced to leave them at the approach 
o f winter, as they do in the Yellowstone Park, would soon 
be f i l l e d ,  and the elk would scatter out among the 
mountains, fo r  the benefit of the adjacent public.
"In the second session o f the Fifty-seventh Congress 
a b i l l  providing fo r  the establishment of game refuges 
by the President in public fo rest reserves, not exceeding 
one in each State or Territory , passed the Senate 
February 7, 1903, and went to the House, where i t  fa iled . 
The b i l l  provided that the k il l in g  or capturing o f game 
animals, birds and fish  upon the lands and in the waters 
o f the United States within the lim its o f said area shall 
be unlawful, and that any one v io la tin g  the provisions 
o f the Act should, on conviction, be fined not more than
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a thousand dollars or Imprisoned fo r  a period not 
exceeding one year, or su ffer both fine and imprisonment, 
at the discretion o f the court. The purpose o f the Act 
was declared to be to protect from trespass the public 
lands o f the United States, the game animals, birds and 
fish  thereon, and not to in terfere with the loca l game 
laws as a ffeo tin g  private State or T e rr ito r ia l lands.*1 
As is well known by those fam iliar with the history o f 
game conservation in the United States, i t  was many years 
before state game departments were sta ffed  by competent 
individuals and administered by non-politica l appointees.
No sound long-range po lic ies  oould be carried out. Even 
today several states change administrators o f th eir fish  and 
game department with every change o f party in a state e lection .
In the early years of this century p ractica lly  a l l  the 
states had game administrators who were p o lit ic a l aprointees. 
Most state game laws were made by the leg is la tu res , and the 
administrators o f th is important resource were delegated 
l i t t l e  power to make changes in regulations and policy without 
the approval o f the leg is la tu re .
This condition was rea lized  by club members. With the 
establishment o f the f i r s t  fo rest reserves in 1891 the club 
recognized at once that the greatest opportunity of saving 
from extinction many o f the big game species whose numbers 
were dwindling at an alarming rate lay in federal control o f 
game in National fo rests .
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Grinnell describes as follows the contributions o f 
club members to the formation of the f i r s t  forest reserves.
HThe attempt to exp lo it the Yellowstone National Park 
for private gain, in a way led to the United States 
forest reservation system as i t  stands to-day.
"From the year 1882 to 1890 a few members of the Club 
gave much attention to the Park* To them its  
preservation and protection seemed a most important 
public matter* These men were Arnold Hague, Wm. H allett 
Ph illip s , G. G. Vest, Archibald Rogers, Grinnell, and 
la te r , Roosevelt. A ll were fam iliar with the Park -  one 
o f them had been there as early as 1875 - and had seen 
the changes which had taken place and the progressive 
destruction which followed the growing number of v is ito rs . 
A ll knew how the timber had been cut o f f  and the game 
k illed  by the so-called syndicate, whioh in 1882 attempted 
to secure a monopoly o f the Park and a l l  the concessions 
connected with i t .
"They had seen f ir e s ,  started by careless campers, 
sweep over mountainside and va lley , and had passed through 
mile a fte r  mile o f burned fo rest, where charred tree 
trunks blackened the packs whioh brushed against them, 
and pine logs glowed and crumbled to ashes along the 
t r a i l ,  and the forest flo o r  on e ither side sent up clouds 
o f acrid smoke from subterranean f ir e s  that ate th eir way 
among the dead and decayed vegetation. Thus they a l l
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knew what forest f ir e s  sweeping over the Rocky 
Mountains might mean fo r  the region devastated* To 
protect the Park, its  forests and its  game, seemed to 
them a v ita l matter. This was what they had set out to 
do; but as they saw more and more the dangers to which 
these forests were exposed, so the forests and the game 
o f other regions became, in their view, more and more 
important.
"The most pressing dangers to the Park passed; the 
Senate, with George Graham Vest as a watchful guardian, 
could be trusted to prevent bad leg is la tio n . Then, as 
a natural sequence to the work that they had been doing, 
came the impulse to attempt to preserve western forests 
generally.
"Meantime, another group of men was working on 
forestry matters. These were E* A. Bowers, B. E. Fernow 
and F. H. Newell - members of the American Forestry 
Association^ Executive Committee - and they were active 
in the In terior Department and in Congress. Mr. Bowers 
was Secretary o f the American Forestry Association in 
1889-1S91, and was appointed In 1893 Assistant Commissioner 
of the General Land O ffice ; Fernow was Chief o f the 
Division o f Forestry o f the Agricultural Department, and 
Newell was connected with the Geological Survey. Fernow 
was an educated forester and the father of many b i l ls  to 
conserve the forests o f the public domain; Bowers and
Newell were fa m ilia r  w ith the West and w ith  the dangers 
that threatened the fo re s t  there* Devoted to th is  work, 
they d ra fted  a number o f b i l l s !  which they submitted to  
Congressf frequ en tly  appearing be fo re  committees, u rg ing  
that action  should be taken to p ro tec t the fo r e s t s .
BIn 1887 William H allett P h illip s , a member of the 
Club, had succeeded in interesting Mr* Lamar, Secretary 
o f the In terio r, and a number o f Congressmen, in the 
forests, and gradually a l l  these persons began to work 
together. At the close o f the f i r s t  Cleveland 
Administration, while no leg is la tion  had been secured 
looking toward forest protection, a number o f men in 
Washington had come to fe e l an Interest in the subject* 
Some of the b i l ls  Introduced in Congress passed one House 
and some the other, and f in a lly  one, the McCrea b i l l ,  
so-called, passed both Houses, but did not reach the 
Conference Committee. F inally  on March 3, 1891, was 
passed the b i l l  on which our national fo rest system is 
based, en tit led  *An Act to Repeal Timber Culture Laws 
and fo r  other Purposes.* The meat o f the b i l l ,  so fa r 
as forestry matters are concerned, is found in its  Section 
24, which seems to have o r ig in a lly  been introduced in the 
Senate by the la te  Cushman K* Davis, o f Minnesota, as a 
b i l l  o f a single section. I t  reads; *That the President 
o f the United States may, from time to time, set apart 
and reserve in any State or Territory  having public lands
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bearing forests, any part of the public lands, wholly 
or In part covered with timber or undergrowth, whether 
o f commercial value or not, as public reservations, and 
the President shall, by public proclamation, declare 
the establishment o f such reservations and the lim its 
th ereo f.*
MThe Act o f March 3 , 1891, was the r e s u lt  o f a 
compromise. I t  had come over from the House to the 
Senate as a b i l l  o f a s in g le  section  to  repea l the Timber 
Culture law . Senator P ettig rew , then a member o f  the 
Pub lic  Lands Committee, s ta te s  that the b i l l  was amended 
in the Senate Committee by the ad d it ion  o f tw enty-three  
other se c t io n s , o f which the one p rov id in g  fo r  the 
establishm ent o f  fo re s t  re se rv e s , was the la s t .
"Gen. John W* Noble was then Secretary o f the In terior, 
a man o f the lo f t ie s t  and broadest views and heartily  
in sympathy with the e ffo r ts  to protect the forests . He 
induced President Harrison to sign the b i l l ,  and la te r , 
to set aside the f i r s t  United States fo rest reserves, 
the ea r lies t one being the Yellowstone Park Timber 
Beserve to the east and south of the Yellowstone Park.
This was designed to further protect the Yellowstone 
Park, and Mr. Noble in determining the boundaries of this 
new reservation consulted Mr. Hague, whose knowledge of 
the matter was greater than that of any other man. When 
the Presidential proclamation establishing the reservation
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appeared, the boundaries were defined in the language 
used in Mr. Hague*s recommendation to Mr. Noble.
"The Boone and Crockett Club was quick to acknowledge 
Secretary Noble*s f i r s t  acts under the new law, fo r  at 
a meeting o f the Boone and Crockett Club, held April 8, 
1891, i t  was, on motion of W. H. P h illip s , seconded by 
Arnold Hague,
*Resolved. That this Society most heartily  thank the 
President of the United States and the Honorable John 
W. Noble, Secretary of the In terio r, fo r  having set 
©part, as a forest reserve, the large tract situated in 
Wyoming, at the head waters of the Yellowstone and Snake 
Rivers, and fo r  having set apart the Sequoia Park, fo r 
the preservation of the great trees of the Pac ific  Slope.
*That this Society recognizes in these actions the 
most important steps taken o f recent years fo r  the 
preservation o f our forests and measures which confer 
the greatest benefits on the people of the adjacent 
States.
* Resolved. That copies of this resolution be sent to 
the President o f the United States and the Honorable the 
Secretary o f the In terior.
*By the President o f the Clubs The Honorable Theodore 
Roosevelt.*
"That the inside history of this forestry  work in this 
country should be unknown is  natural enough. But that
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public and recorded acts should have been forgotten by 
those who ought to know about them is very surprising.
In the periodical published by the American Forestry 
Association, known now as American Forestry. but 
formerly as Conservation. appeared in October, 1909» the 
statement that Mr. Cleveland established the f i r s t  
national fo rests . This brought out from Robert Underwood 
Johnson, o f the Century Magazine, a le t t e r  pointing out 
that, in fa c t , the f i r s t  national forests  were established 
under President Harrison*s administration, and 
Conservation, now American Forestry. * made the correction, 
but did scant Justice to the exce llen t work in fo restry  
accomplished by Secretary Noble and President Harrison.
ttThe men o f to-day, anxious fo r  resu lts, and absorbed 
in th e ir own a ffa ir s ,  have quite forgotten those e a r lie r  
men who made possible the work which the men o f to-day 
are doing. Too often those who s tart a great movement 
and give i t  its  in i t ia l  impetus are lo s t sight o f and 
receive not even the meagre Justice o f a mention o f the 
part they played when struggling, almost alone, to bring 
about great reforms. Happily, in th is case, the story of 
what General Noble had done was to ld  with some fu llness 
in the Forest and Stream o f March 9» 1893, at the time 
General Noble went out o f o f f ic e .  The a r t ic le  en tit led
*Later changed to American Forests.
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•Secretary N o b le1s Monument* was reoen tly  rep rin ted  in 
American F o re s try , which says, w ith  amusing n a ive td , i t  
•seems l ik e  an o r ig in a l  source o f  ancient h is to ry , so 
ra p id ly  are we moving In th is  tw entieth  century * * The 
a r t ic le  says:
•We have more than once c a lle d  a tten tion  to  the broad  
and fa r -s e e in g  p o lic y  inaugurated by Secretary  Noble in 
the m atter o f fo r e s t  p reservation  in the le s s - in h a b ite d  
portions o f the country, and i t  is  s a t is fa c to ry  to see 
that the d a i ly  press is  now g iv in g  him c re d it  f o r  the 
grea t work he has done.
‘ I t  w il l  be remembered that, beginning with the 
Yellowstone National Park, which was brought to the 
notice of Mr* Noble early in his administration, he has 
given much attention to the question of our parks and 
timber reservations. To say nothing o f the Grant, 
Sequoia, and Tule River parks the preservation of which 
we owe almost en tire ly  to Mr* Noble, there were set aside 
soon a fte r  the Act of Congress o f March 3, 1891 * six 
timber reservations, embracing an estimated area of 
three and a quarter m illion o f acres. Of these, three 
l i e  In Colorado, one in New Mexico, one in Oregon, and 
one in Wyoming, adjoining the Yellowstone National Park. 
Besides these forest reserves, Mr* Noble has considered 
as well the question of preserving our marine mammalian 
fauna of the Northwest coast, which is so rapidly
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disappearing under the constant persecution o f white men 
and Indians, and has set aside an Alaskan island as a 
reservation*
December la s t there was established In Southern 
California a timber reservation near Los Angeles, 
including nearly 1,000,000 acres* This w il l  be known as 
the San Gabriel Timber Land Reservation, and includes 
a l l  the mountains from Salidad Canon, where the Southern 
P ac ific  Railroad passes through the mountains, eastward 
to the Cajon Pass. A l i t t l e  la te r  another reservation o f 
about 800,000 acres was announced, to be ca lled  the San 
Bernardino Mountain Forest Reservation* This adjoins the 
San Gabriel reserve and runs eastward from the Cajon Pass 
to San Gorgonio. F ina lly , the l4th  o f February, the 
Sierra Reservation was set aside. This comprises over
4,000,000 acres and takes in the high Sierra, extending 
southward from the lin e  o f the Yosemlte National Park to 
the seventh standard para lle l south* I t  includes the 
ex isting Grant, Sequoia, Tule River, and Mount Whitney 
reservations, and also the wonderful Kings River Canon, 
which has been described by Mr. John Muir in the Century 
Magazine.
fThis country is one o f surpassingly beautifu l scenery 
and contains some of the highest peaks to be found within 
the lim its  o f the United States, I t  is of especial 
in terest fo r  its  giant forests , many of which are yet
untouched, and which oontain the great sequoias, 
together with many other species of Pac ific  fo rest trees 
o f remarkable interest and beauty. Besides th is , the 
region is interesting as containing a considerable amount 
o f game, and, on the high mountains, species o f birds and 
mammals which are not found elsewhere in Californ ia.
’ Far more Important, however, to the country, from an 
eoonomic point o f view, is the preservation o f the water 
supply, which w il l  be insured by setting aside o f these 
reservations. Throughout most o f the Western country 
the question o f water fo r  irr iga tin g  purposes is the 
most v ita l  one met by the s e tt le r , but i t  is only within 
a very few years that the s ligh test regard has been had 
to the farmer * s needs.*
"Later in the administration other reservations were 
set aside.
"The good work accomplished by Secretary Noble in 
persuading Mr. Harrison to set aside forest reservations 
was continued by his successor. Mr< Cleveland was greatly  
interested in the forests, as was also Secretary Hoke 
Smith. During the Cleveland Administration, G ifford 
Pinchot returned from his studies in Europe, and in 1896 
was appointed by Secretary Hoke Smith special agent to
*
look a fte r  matters pertaining to the forest reserves.
In his investigations of these matters he traveled over 
much of the Western country and thoroughly fam iliarized  
himself with the forests o f the Rocky Mountains and of 
the Pac ific  Slope. He learned also that the forest 
reserves as already set aside were very unpopular in the 
Western country, because the c itizens o f the West 
believed that in some way the Government was endeavoring 
to take from them certain rights that they possessed.
The Western newspapers were fu l l  o f oomplaints, and a 
b itte r  fee lin g  prevailed.
"One o f the greatest services that Mr. Pinchot has 
performed fo r  forestry -  and his servioes have been 
great -  was that he made i t  his business to go into 
newspaper o ffic es  a l l  over the land when this was 
practicable, and to patiently and laboriously explain to 
editors what forestry  meant and why fo r  any lo c a lity  the 
preservation o f the forests o f that section is benefic ia l 
to that section, and instead of being a bad thing, is a 
good thing fo r  its  public. In July, 1898, Pinchot was 
appointed Chief o f the Forestry D ivision in the Department
*From the evidence in Pinchot's book, Breaking New Ground, 
i t  appears Grinnell is  not accurate in this account. 
Pinchot gives his role as a member of the "National 
Forest Commission'* appointed by the National Academy o f 
Sciences. Later in his book, Pinchot says that during 
the McKinley administration Secretary o f the In terior, 
B liss, appointed him "Confidential Speoial Agent" in 
June, 1897*
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o f Agriculture and this t i t l e  was almost immediately 
changed to Forester* The transfer o f the Forest Reserves 
to Agriculture and the setting up of the Forest Service 
under Pinchot took place in 1905- What he has since done 
fo r  conservation is s t i l l  fresh in the public mind**
I t  was several years before the Forest Service came to 
recognize big game animals as one of the important potential 
resources on national fo rest lands. As a matter o f fa c t, 
w ild life  as such was scarcely mentioned at the meeting o f 
governors called by Theodore Roosevelt at the White House 
In 1908 to discuss a program to preserve our natural resources. 
This meeting is  recognized as a milestone in conservation in 
the United States. Forests, s o il ,  water and minerals were 
the resources discussed.
In a le t te r  written by Sheldon to E# W, Nelson, former 
Chief o f the B io logica l Survey, dated April 20, 1915> the 
former discussed timeliness and method fo r  pushing the c lu b^  
policy o f federal control o f game on national fo rests . He 
stressed the great importance o f s izing up public opinion in 
an area before trying to put through leg is la tion  e ffec tin g  
this policy.
When Henry Graves succeeded G ifford  Pinchot as Chief o f 
the Forest Service, Sheldon spent many hours with Graves 
stressing the Importance o f big game in the national forests. 
Graves became a member o f the club and len t sympathetic ears 
to suoh men as George Bird Grinnell and Madison Grant. The
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national forests were coming o f age and Graves demonstrated 
a genuine interest and concern fo r the game in the forests.
When Graves retired  about 1920 Wm. B. Greeley became 
ch ie f, and Sheldon had many conferences with him*
In a le t te r  from Sheldon to Grinnell, dated December 18, 
1920, he enclosed a copy o f a le t te r  from Greeley which he 
described as " f i r s t  step ever taken by Forest Service to 
iden tify  i t s e l f  in a public way with game."* This concerned 
an appropriation request by the Forest Service fo r  management 
o f big game in the national fo rests . In the same le t te r ,  
Sheldon stated: "The Boone and Crockett Club was the f i r s t
to advocate such a policy and has from year to year mentioned 
i t .  I t  is not untrue to say that through me in Washington, 
the Club has exerted a positive influence which has resulted 
in the increasing attention given to game by the Forest 
Service
This whole question was spotlighted by the deer eruption 
in the Raibab national Forest in 1923. This was the f i r s t  
time in the history o f American game (with the exception of 
the elk in Yellowstone) where a species which increased 
su ffic ien tly  to threaten its  food supply received wide
*This statement by Sheldon is misleading. Although i t  may 
have been the f i r s t  time the Forest Service sought spec ific  
appropriations fo r  game work, Forest o ffic e rs  were concerned 
with enforcement o f game laws from the time the Bureau was 
established in 1905* Stocking o f elk started in 1912* The 
Grand Canyon National Game Preserve (the Kalbab) was created 
by Presidential Proclamation in June, 1908, under authority 
o f the Act of June 29, 1906.
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public ity . The forest was overpopulated. The Boone and 
Crockett Club supported the Forest Servicers recommendation 
of an open season fo r  hunters to reduce the herd d rastica lly  
thus avoiding wholesale destruction of the range and 
starvation. The Arizona governor and some Park Service 
o f f ic ia ls ,  as well as other well-meaning conservationists, 
b it te r ly  attacked the Forest Service fo r  recommending the 
k il l in g  o f deer. Drives were recommended by others, but the 
only one attempted was en tire ly  unsuccessful as predicted by 
most o f those fam iliar with deer habits. In defiance o f the 
governor o f the state, the Forest Service permitted hunters 
to come in. I t  was too la te to be o f much help. Many were 
arrested and f in a lly  the matter went to court where the 
Forest Serv iced  right to manage game was upheld on the 
grounds that i t  must protect its  property and prevent range 
depletion.
Aside from the b io log ica l stand o f the Boone and 
Crockett Club in this matter, which is today an accepted 
method of management, the club was most concerned with the 
damage the whole matter would do to the Forest Service, and 
the diminished chance o f ever passing a Forest Service game 
refuge b i l l  as recommended by the club since 1893.
The Kaibab deer matter proved a lesson to a l l  game 
managers in the United States. As predicted by the Forest 
Service and the Boone and Crockett Club, many deer starved 
and the range was su ffic ien tly  depleted so many years were
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required to build up another herd*
Club members were particu larly disturbed by the fr ic t io n  
the issue caused between the Park Service and Forest Service. 
In 1926, club members were ch ie fly  responsible fo r  arranging 
a meeting between Forest Service and Park Service o f f ic ia ls  
where many of th eir d ifferences in policy towards public 
lands were Ironed out and their respective endeavors 
coordinated, as indicated by the work of the Coordination 
Committee described in Chapter I I .
Several attempts to pass b i l ls  giving the national 
forests complete control o f th eir game or the righ t to 
establish refuges apparently fa ile d . However, according to 
Gabrlelson (19^3) some states since have ceded to the Forest 
Service control o f game in the national forests within their 
boundaries. Counting state refuges, he states that by 19^1 
there were set aside In national forests 405 refuges to ta llin g  
21,128,717 acres. Twenty-six of these were federa lly  
controlled national forest refuges. The Forest Service now 
enjoys strong cooperative relations with the states, and 
through the Service 's policy o f furthering protection and 
u tiliza tion  through state laws, has been successful in working 
out game regulations with the states.
That the Forest Service has been successful is attested 
to by the fact that today the Service recognizes big game 
hunting as one o f the major recreations offered by national 
forests. These federal lands are the ch ief reservoirs o f
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most o f our western b ig  game, as a tte sted  to by the fa c t  that  
during the year ending June 30, 1955 the b ig  game k i l l  in  
n a tio n a l fo re s t s  was estim ated a t  479,000 anim als.
The club*s early conviction that the future hope fo r  
the preservation of big game lay in the national forests has 
proven true. The game productive capacity of these areas 
has probably exceeded by a great deal what the most optim istic 
hoped fo r  f i f t y  years ago*
In 1925 came the now fam iliar f i r s t  concerted action by
stockmen in the West fo r  special p riv ileges  in the national
forests* At the annual meeting held on December 21, 19^5
Mr. Ginnell made the follow ing statement: fa
MFormal demands have been made by the national 
organizations representing the sheep and ca ttle  industries 
o f the west fo r  leg is la tion  which in e f fe c t  would confer 
permanent property rights in grazing on National Forests 
upon the stockmen now exeroising this p r iv ilege  under 
permits o f the Forest Service.
“The leg is la tion  demanded would place grazing in a 
preferred and largely  uncontrolled status on approximately 
ninety m illion acres o f National Forest land to the 
unquestioned detriment o f the growth o f timber, the 
protection o f water resources and o f public health, the 
conservation o f w ild l i f e ,  and the use o f the National 
Forests fo r  recreation and other legitim ate purposes.
“The Boone and Crockett Club regards such demands and
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any leg is la tion  designed to comply with them as 
undermining the fundamental purposes o f conservation fo r 
which the National Forests were created, both as to the 
perpetuation o f natural resources and equality of 
opportunity in their use* They would seriously impair 
the attainment o f the primary objects o f forest and 
watershed protection fo r  which the National Forests were 
established. They would stand in the way o f a progressive 
program fo r  increasing valuable game animals and 
providing la rger opportunities fo r  public recreation*
They would impose$ or strongly tend to impose upon public 
lands and resources a righ t o f adverse possession that 
would certa in ly block th eir future development under a 
well balanced program for rendering the greatest possible 
public service,
“The Boone and Crockett Club recognizes the 
d es ira b ility  o f continued use o f the forage in the 
National Forests as one o f th eir important resources, 
but is opposed to any measures that would remove this use 
from reasonable and necessary public regulation or 
prevent its  adjustment or curtailment as the Interests of 
other resources or public benefits may require. The Club 
confirms the position which i t  has consistently 
maintained in the past against any expropriation o f the 
common right o f the American public to obtain the maximum 
benefit from the National Forests, to the advantage of
any single group o f users or o f any private interest 
whatsoever. We are opposed to any leg is la tion  that 
would impair the control and adjustment o f grazing on 
the National Forests by the Forest Service; and in s ist 
that complete freedom of administrative action must be 
preserved to the end that the primary resources o f the 
National Forests shall not be destroyed and a l l  ot their 
public benefits adequately developed.”
At the annual meeting the above statement o f policy on 
motion of Prof. Henry F a ir fie ld  Osborn was unanimously 
approved as read and was ordered sent to the Public Lands 
Committee o f the House and of the Senate and to each mem1—  ' k
Probably the most substantial contribution o f the olub 
was the preservation o f Redwood stands in Californ ia.
Madison Grant was the inspired leader in setting up the Save- 
The-Bedwoods League. Another co-founder was Henry F a ir fie ld  
Osborn, a club member. The th ird co-founder was Dr* John C.
The history o f this move is  best to ld  in Madison Grant*s 
own words. This account in more d e ta il was f i r s t  published 
in the Boone and Crockett Club book en tit led  Hunting and 
Conservation which appeared in 1925 *
’’•The Interest o f the Boone and Crockett Club in the 
conservation o f American forests is not primarily founded 
upon the Importance o f th eir preservation to regulate the
o f Congress
Merrlam of California
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volume o f streams and r ivers , nor upon the economic 
necessities o f an adequate timber supply. These aspects 
o f forest protection concern the National Bureau of 
Forestry and sim ilar agencies in the d iffe ren t states.
"The Boone and Crockett Club, however, does have the 
deepest concern over the wasteful destruction of our 
woods as refuges fo r  our game and as part o f our national 
heritage. The Club recognizes that there is a very large 
portion o f the superfic ia l area of North America which 
can be devoted pro fitab ly  only to the maintenance of 
forests. Mountains, h ills  and vast areas, where the so il 
has been denuded or has never had su ffic ien t f e r t i l i t y  
fo r crops or grazing, should have been reserved and 
dedicated to the growth of trees. . . .
wIn 1917 the w riter, in company with Dr. John C.
Merrlam and Professor Henry F a ir fie ld  Osborn, both members 
o f this Club, made a motor tr ip  through the Redwoods, 
v is it in g  v irtu a lly  every single grove o f importance*
They were so impressed with the absolutely unique beauty 
and the immense national value o f these forests that, 
a fte r  v is it in g  Bull Creek F la t, they addressed a le t te r  
to the governor o f Californ ia, asking him to take steps 
looking to the preservation of these trees.
"Following th is, the w riter spent the two ensuing 
years in an e f fo r t  to organize public sentiment in 
California and to form a league to save these trees.
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« in 1919, with Stephen T. Mather, he rev is ited  a l l  of 
these groves and the movement was d e fin ite ly  launched.
A nucleus o f public sentiment, headed by two devoted and 
public-sp irited  citizens of Eureka, Judge F. A* Cutler 
and Mr. A. E. Conriek, was already well developed in 
Humboldt County and outside help was welcomed. Dr. John 
C# Merriam, then resident in Californ ia, took the active 
management o f the SAVE THE EEDWOODS LEAGUE and has ever 
since devoted his time and energy to the preservation 
of these Redwood groves.
"Mr. Mather and Mr. William Kent came forward with 
real cash in considerable sums and a beginning was made 
in the purchase o f small plots along the highway where 
cutting was actually going on or about to begin.
"This immediate expenditure o f money was rendered 
necessary by the fact that p ractica lly  a l l  the groves 
were in private ownership, many o f them in the hands of 
large and wealthy lumbering companies who pay heavy taxes 
on their holdings. I t  cannot be expected, therefore, 
that these lumber companies would surrender their groves 
to the government without compensation, although they 
might be induced to donate narrow strips on condition 
that highways be bu ilt through these strips and their 
remaining holdings rendered accessible* The value of 
lumber, of course, depends primarily on its  a ccess ib ility  
to the m ill and the market. Promises o f this sort must
necessarily be made in advance o f the road building, 
and the building o f highways must be conditioned upon 
such an agreement,
“No one except Governor Olcott o f Oregon seemed to 
understand this princip le , but he did much to put i t  in 
force in that state* Unfortunately, his term of o ffic e  
has come to an end.
"The demand fo r  the timber i t s e l f  is due to certain 
very exceptional qua lities o f the Redwood. Its  easy 
cleavage, its  freedom from attacks by insects or decay 
and, above a l l ,  its  high resistance to f i r e  -  these 
qualities have proved the misfortune o f the trees and 
have rendered them in great demand fo r  such noble purposes 
as railroad t ie s , shingles and, more recently, grape 
stakes*
"Sympathy with the grape growers of Californ ia through 
the expected operation o f prohibition has been misplaced 
as the value o f th eir grape crops has risen greatly  in 
the la s t few years, with the Interesting result that 
Redwoods are now being destroyed to supply props fo r  
grapevines, just as the Adirondacks and Canadian forests 
are being swept clear to supply the pulp fo r  Sunday 
newspapers. The workings o f c iv iliz a t io n  may be mysterious 
but there is  l i t t l e  doubt that they are hostile  to nature.
"These were the conditions that faced the League at 
its  organization and its  f i r s t  duty was to save some of 
the small holdings along the South Pork o f the Eel where
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cutting was actually going on. I t  is only fa ir  to say 
that i t  has met with cord ial cooperation from almost 
every one of the small holders and with promises o f help 
from the larger companies. One of these companies, the 
owner of which is Mr. A. B. Hammond, a man of very 
exceptional force and in te lligence, has given to the 
League a very handsome grove th irty  acres in area.
"Further cooperation is expected from the other 
companies. The Pac ific  Lumber Company has a large m ill 
on the Eel River and enormous holdings in the most 
Important groves. Negotiations are in progress with them, 
looking to the postponement o f cutting un til such time 
as a large fraction  of th eir holdings can be purchased.
The company is cooperating with the League in every way 
and appreciates the fact that the League intends to pay 
fa ir  prices fo r  a l l  lumber taken.
"The League was o r ig in a lly  organized under Dr. John
C. Merrlam as acting president. As he has been called  
to Washington as president o f the Carnegie Institu tion , 
the burden o f the work has la te ly  fa llen  on the chairman 
o f the executive committee, Mr* Joseph D. Grant, the 
exceptionally able secretary, Mr. Newton B, Drury, and 
the manager of the o f f ic e ,  Mr. J* C. Sperry, who has 
voluntarily given one-half o f his time to the interest 
o f the League at the sacrifice  o f Important business
in terests .
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“An immense amount o f propaganda has been launched 
and very substantial donations have been received.
Perhaps the most important o f these donations was made 
in 1921, when a member o f the Boone and Crockett Club,
Dr. John C. P h illip s , presented the sum of #32,000 to 
the League fo r  the purohase of a grove, th ir ty - fiv e  acres 
in extent, to be held in perpetuity as a memorial to his 
brother-in-law, the la te  Colonel Baynal C* Bolling, the 
f i r s t  o f f ic e r  o f high rank to f a l l  in the World War* The 
Bolling Memorial Grove is situated on the South Fork of 
the Eel Biver in the Humboldt State Redwood Park.
"This idea of immortalizing the memory o f men who gave 
their lives  fo r  th eir country by the dedication o f a 
Redwoods grove w il l  ultimately play a very large part in 
the saving o f these trees. Instead o f building costly 
monuments o f stone and bronze, why should not a portion 
of the beauties o f the land fo r  which they made the 
supreme sacrifice  be dedicated to th e ir memory4? The 
very name o f the Sequoia semoervIrens is redolent of 
immortality.
"Some idea o f the p rogress o f  the League in the two 
years o f i t s  a c t iv e  ex istence  may be formed from the 
fo llo w in g  achievements* The Humboldt State Redwood Park 
has been e s ta b lish e d , extending a long the C a li fo rn ia  
State Highway between Miranda (231 m iles north  o f San 
F ranc isco ) and D y e rv ille  F la t  a t the junction  o f the South
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Fork with the main Eel. The park is about twelve miles 
long, varying in width from one-eighth to one-half mile, 
and contains approximately 2,000 acres o f Redwoods. A ll 
o f this timber has not yet been purchased, but the 
establishment of the park assures the protection o f 
p ractica lly  a l l  the main Redwood groves on the state 
highway north to Dyerville F lat. The state o f California 
has bonded i t s e l f  fo r  #300,000 and Humboldt County to the 
extent o f #85,000 - large sums fo r  the West -  and with 
private donations and subscriptions the to ta l value of 
timber saved thus fa r  by the League amounts to about a 
half m illion do llars.
nA donation has been promised by William P. Wharton, 
g i f t s  o f timber along the Highway have been made by the 
Pac ific  Lumber Company and others, and a substantial sum 
has been raised fo r  a memorial grove to Franklin K. Lane, 
the f i r s t  president o f the League.
"The League has the warmest cooperation o f the 
California State Forestry Board and the State Highway 
Commission, both of which are doing everything possible 
to assist i t .  The la tte r  Commission has now adopted 
d e fin ite ly  the policy of refusing to le t  contracts fo r  
the construction of new highways until the timber on the 
rights o f way has been acquired by the counties concerned.
"Splendid progress is also being made by the League 
in its  plans fo r  the reforestation o f out-over lands, a
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project o f vast importance to the P ac ific  Coast and to 
the nation at large*
"The Boone and Crockett Club may well be proud of the 
success of this movement to conserve the fin est o f 
American forests . Its  founders were a l l  members o f the 
Club and the f i r s t  man to come forward with financial 
aid on a large scale was also a member o f the Club. 
Perhaps more than any one event in the history of the 
League, Dr. Ph illips* splendid conception of a memorial 
grove has stimulated the interest and furthered the cause 
o f conservation o f these great and ancient groves.**
Since the establishment o f the Save the Redwoods League 
approximately 60,000 acres of Redwoods costing over
110,000,000 have been raised by the League or appropriated 
by the state fo r  Redwood parks in Californ ia .
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CHAPTER IV
MADISON GRANT FOREST AND ELK REFUGE
In f i t t in g  memory of a great conservation leader and 
former president o f the Boone and Crockett Club, the Madison 
Grant Forest and Elk Refuge stands as a permanent milestone 
in the history of the club.
Standing as a single memorial Incorporating club po lic ies
I 1 'tlWp Tiippppl Urn wm /
Of preserving forest lands and big game animals, the history 
o f the establishment of this wonderful tract o f 1,605 acres 
in Northern Californ ia is carried in this separate chapter.
Madison Grant’ s brother, DeForest Grant, was the one 
responsible fo r  organizing and promoting the establishment 
o f this tract in memory of his brother. Soon a fte r  his 
brother’ s death he took the matter up with the Boone and 
Crockett Club, whose members not only gave financia l support 
but ac tive ly  en listed  aid from other organizations.
The account o f this memorial is well described in the 
magazine, Saving the Redwoods. the publication of the Save- 
The-Redwoods League.
n. . .  Approximately 1605 acres [ in Northern Humboldt 
County], mostly in the Godwood Creek basin, [was the 
tract purchased fo r ] the Madison Grant Forest and Elk 
Refuge, as a memorial to Madison Grant, one o f the three 
founders o f the League* This reserve includes lands 
which already had been purchased but had not yet been 
designated fo r  any particu lar purpose.
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"The Madison Grant Forest and Elk Refuge represents, 
in a sense, the climax o f the entire preservation program 
in this superb region, the la s t fo rest wilderness o f 
large extent on the western side o f the [P ra ir ie  Creek 
Redwoods State] Park* Preservation o f the entire area 
is most desirable and urgent, so that i t  shall be safe 
in public keeping fo r  a l l  time*
"Madison Grant (1865-193?), thus honored as one o f 
the founders of the Save-the-Redwoods League, was 
President of the New York Zoological Society, and took 
keen in terest in the native herd o f Roosevelt elk in the 
Pra irie Creek and Godwood Creek region. Anthropologist 
and conservationist, h© was known also fo r  his w ritings, 
including several notable books* He was President o f 
the Boone and Crockett Club, a great hunters* 
organization founded by Theodore Roosevelt in 1887*
"Included in this reserve are some o f the meadowlands 
or prairielands - Boyes P ra irie  or Elk P ra irie  -  where 
the herd o f elk is now accustomed to browse. The Redwood 
Highway traverses the pra irie*
"Of this native e lk , Dr. Robert C. M iller in the 
California Academy of Sciences News Letter says:
’ I t  formerly ranged along the Californ ia coast as fa r 
south as Marin County . . .  This splendid animal, known 
variously as the Roosevelt Elk (o r  W apiti) . Olympic Elk, 
or Humboldt Elk, is the largest and most magnificent of
1
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a l l  elk- I t  d iffe rs  from the common Canadian or Rocky 
Mountain Wapiti in several respects, the most important 
o f which are Its  larger s ize , broader and more massive 
skull* and darker coloration . 1
“ Contributions by individuals and organizations made 
possible the Madison Grant memorial. A bronze tablet 
marking the wilderness area has been placed on a massive 
granite boulder, with a Redwood forest background, in 
the Elk P ra irie , at a s ite  selected by Mr. DeForest Grant.
“The bronze tab let is inscribed;
MADISON GRANT FOREST AND 
ELK REFUGE
“Dedicated To the Memory Of Madison Grant, 1865-193?• 
Conservationist, Author, Anthropologist. A Founder Of 
The Save-The-Redwoods League. This Area o f 1600 Acres, 
Habitat Of The Last Surviving Herd In California Of 
Roosevelt E lk, Is Established As A Memorial By DeForest 
Grant, John D. Rockefeller, Jr*, Archer M. Huntington,
New York Zoological Society, Boone And Crockett Club, 
National Audubon Society, American W ild life  Foundation,
Save-The-Redwoods League, California State Park Commission.
"Mr. DeForest Grant of New York, Councillor o f the 
League, brother o f Madison Grant, planned to v is i t  the 
West Coast in July, 1948, and asked the League to arrange 
a dinner at which the memorial would be dedicated. This 
dinner was held on July 29 at the Fairmont Hotel, San 
Francisco. Mr. Grant, who had just returned from a v is i t
92
to the Forest and Refuge, expressed great satisfaction  
with the Redwood forest selected and his pleasure at 
the dinner dedication*
"Conservationists from a l l  parts o f the United States 
attended the dedication ceremonies on July 29* Included 
among the guest speakers fo r  the evening, besides Mr. 
DeForest Grant, were Mr. F a ir fie ld  Osborn, President of 
the New York Zoological Society, and son of one o f the 
founders o f the League; Mr. Nicholas Roosevelt, formerly 
o f New York and now o f Big Sur, C aliforn ia, chairman of 
the evening; Mr. Joseph R. Knowland, ohairman of the 
California State Park Commission; Mr. Newton B. Dpury, 
d irector of the National Park Service, Washington, D. C., 
and Mr. John H. Baker o f New York, President o f the 
National Audubon Society. Mr. Arthur E. Connick, V ice- 
President o f the Save-the-Redwoods League, was in charge 
o f arrangements.
"The State o f Californ ia was o f f i c ia l ly  represented 
by Chairman Knowland. He deolared that In the twenty-one 
years that the State Park Commission has been in existence 
over 50,000 acres o f the fin est o f the Redwood forest 
lands have been incorporated in the Park system at a oost 
o f approximately $10 ,000, 000,
* Now ha lf of that $10,000,000 came from the people of 
the State o f C a lifo rn ia,1 Mr. Knowland said. *The other 
ha lf came from the people o f the various states o f the
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American union, who rea lize  that these great areas do not 
belong alone to C aliforn ia , but that they belong to a l l  
o f America.*
"On behalf o f the League, other speakers credited to 
the sympathetic and generous cooperation of the 
California State Park Commission much o f the success in 
saving threatened Bedwood forests.
“The memorial dinner proved an outstanding success, 
cementing the frien d ly  relations between the League and 
the o f f ic ia ls  with whom i t  is  in constant negotiation.
The League fe e ls  that the interest aroused in the national 
conservation organizations whioh participated is  of 
great value to i t  and to its  future work, and desires to 
publicly thank the o ffic e rs  o f those organizations and 
Mr. DePorest Grant and the other contributors fo r  th eir 
assistance in creating the Madison Grant Memorial Forest 
and Elk Befuge.n
9^
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CHAPTER V
CLUB’ S POLICIES OP GAME CONSERVATION AND 
NATIONAL RECREATION CONFERENCE
Many principles o f game management taken fo r  granted 
today were at one time novel ideas which had to he sold to 
the public. In the Boone and Crockett Club book of 1925, 
en titled  Hunting and Conservation. Appendix A contains a 
fu l l  statement of the d u b ’ s policy o f game conservation.
This policy was approved, adopted and promoted by the Isaac 
Walton League and John Burnham’ s American Game Protective 
Association. The principles set forth  are taken up below. 
Administration s
As fa r  back as 1911 the olub game "preservation” 
committee recognized the fa lla cy  o f a game administration 
in a state wherein the annual game regulations were set by 
the leg is la tu re . The game committee report of 1912 comments 
as follow s:
"The Game Committee believes that the common practice 
of advocating and passing r ig id  laws, only changeable 
by le g is la t iv e  action, is wholly Inadequate to meet the 
situation. I t  can never put the matter on the right 
basis o f quick adaptation of changing and varied conditions. 
The question ca lls  fo r  serious study and a new point o f 
view. . . .
"We urge careful consideration o f the follow ing 
subjects: Laws including permissive close seasons,
IS
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variable bag lim its and other necessary restric tion s.
But the laws should accomplish these ends by creating 
commissions fo r  the preservation of game and investing 
them with e la s tic  powers and fu l l  responsib ilities*
These commissions should have fu l l  authority to make or 
unmake, lengthen or shorten close seasons; to increase 
or decrease bag lim its ; to set aside and en tire ly  
prohibit shooting on areas o f land or water necessary 
fo r  feeding grounds of w ild fowl, shore birds, game birds, 
or animals; to establish rest days on whioh neither game 
nor waterfowl can be disturbed; in fa c t, fu l l  and complete 
powers to establish such constitutional regulations or 
restrictions at any time or in any section independently, 
as varying and changing conditions may require adequately 
to conserve the game.1*
At the time such a principle struck many as radical in 
spite o f the early  ceding to the federal B io log ica l Survey 
power to make regulations contro lling migratory birds. Many 
years were to pass before the soundness of this concept was 
accepted and actually enacted by new laws in several states.
In the early 1920*s the club game committee stated that 
"The Game Preservation Committee in Its  report fo r  the year 
1912 made recommendations which at las t seem to be impinging 
on the public consciousness.*’
In the c lu b^  report o f po lic ies  In 1924 w© find this
statement;
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"The methods commonly proposed to save game -  ch ie fly  
by le g is la t iv e  enactments - although practiced in this 
country from early colonial times, began to receive more 
attention a fte r  1850 and active interest a fte r  1880. 
Reduction o f bag lim its , lim ited seasons and closed 
seasons, game refuges, license systems, law enforcement 
and several other po lic ies  were and are the common 
proposals; yet so fa r as they have been practiced they 
have never afforded a permanent solution of the problem. 
The game has continually decreased."
The report recognized the problem created by the 
increasing population, the growing number of hunters, the 
greater industrialization of the country and the increased 
access ib ility  o f hunting grounds through the development o f 
roads and the use o f automobiles*
The 1923 report reemphasized the Importance o f having 
game administered by a commission with broad powers. I t  
speaks fo r  the f i r s t  time of game management based on the 
b io log ica l characteristics o f the animals concerned. I t  
spoke o f the importance of increased s c ien t if ic  studies and 
a commission empowered to make regulations based on the 
results o f such studies as opposed to regulations made 
according to p o lit ic a l expediency.
In a le t te r  from Sheldon to Grinnell in 1926 was 
enclosed a clipping from the New York Times in which Gov. 
A lfred Smith of New York was quoted as follows when speaking
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in behalf o f a b i l l  g iving regulatory powers to the New York 
Conservation Department* " I t  seems nonsensical to take up 
the time of the Legislature and the Executive o ff ic e  with the 
passage of regulatory b i l ls ,  the subject matter of which 
should be taken care of by the rules and regulations o f the 
Conservation Dept." Sheldon wrote Grinnell: " I f  New York
w il l  accomplish th is , think o f the significance -  the Boone 
and Crockett Club policy since 1912."
As fa r as game laws were concerned the Alaska game law 
in which club members played a major part was considered a 
model law* This w ill  be discussed in a la te r  chapter on 
Alaska.
Here and there throughout the country in the early  20‘ s 
there were pioneers working fo r  nonpolitica l game 
administration. Conspicuous among these was a technically 
trained forester, Aldo Leopold, in New Mexico. When Secretary 
o f the New Mexico Game Protective Association in 1920,
Leopold wrote Grinnell among nine others to c r it ic iz e  and 
comment on a b i l l  to be promoted by New Mexico sportsmen 
creating a game commission. In Leopolds words:
"The proposed State Game Commission would be granted 
the broadest possible powers, including the authority 
to employ a state game warden at a salary su ffic ien t to 
command the proper ta len t, and to retain him as long as 
he makes good. I t  would be a non-politica l commission 
because two of the three members would be selected from
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the s c ien t ific  s ta ffs  o f our state institutions* The 
commission would also have authority to create refuges, 
make open and closed seasons to f i t  loca l conditions, 
acquire public shooting grounds, and to do a l l  other 
things necessary fo r  proper management of our game and 
fish  resources.”
Apparently this e f fo r t  was not en tire ly  successful. In 
1923, in another le t te r  to Grinnell, Leopold comments:
"The situation here badly needs the backing o f 
Eastern opinion. For six years we have had a running 
figh t with the po litic ian s in our attempt to put the 
State Game Dept, on a sound basis* We have succeeded in 
establishing a non-politica l commission, but the State 
Game Warden is s t i l l  p o lit ic a lly  selected and appointed 
so the Commission is not fu lly  e ffe c t iv e  since they have 
no competent executive o f f ic e r  to carry out th eir 
po lic ies
Today the same principles apply, and there are s t i l l  
many states whose Fish and Game Departments are p o lit ic a lly  
controlled. The organization most active today in promoting 
sound state conservation departments is The W ild life  
Management Institu te fo r  whose founding former Senator 
Frederick Walcott, the la te  president of the club, can claim 
much cred it. The president and vice president are both club 
members: Dr. Ira Gabrielson and C. R* Gutermuth. Sportsmen 
o f several states have invited the Institu te to make a study
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o f their state conservation departments and make 
recommendations to put them on a sound basis. The core of 
these recommendations involves investing a non-politica l 
commission with fu l l  regulatory powers as w ell as the power 
o f h iring and maintaining in o ff ic e  qua lified  personnel to 
run the department. Only thus can a state achieve continuity 
Of e f fo r t  and success in its  management o f renewable resources. 
Sale o f Game;
The 1923 report re iterates an old policy of the club 
that wild game should not be sold on the market. Grinnell 
speaks as follows on the subject in his 1910 h istory.
"Early in 1894 the Forest and Stream (o f  which George 
Bird Grinnell was ed itor) recommended that sportsmen 
who rea lly  desired the preservation o f our game should 
adopt as a plank in their platform - or as an a r t ic le  
o f fa ith  in th eir creed -  the declaration that * The 
sale o f game must be forbidden at a l l  times.* This, to 
the general public when f i r s t  announced, seemed an 
en tire ly  novel and impractical idea, and was generally 
laughed a t. The Boone and Crockett Club, however, 
Instantly recognized the importance o f the princip le , 
and led the way in teaching thinking sportsmen to see 
that the most certain and e ffe c t iv e  method to end market 
hunting was to cut o f f  the market in which professional 
hunters sold th e ir game.
"The principle announced sixteen years ago has in an
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astonishingly short time found general acceptance 
throughout North America, and in one form or another 
is now embodied in the statutes of most o f the North 
American States, Provinces and T err ito r ies . Its  
Importance has been recognized on other continents and 
the principle has been put in practice by the B ritish  
in A frica . I t  Is one of the most far-reaching steps 
ever taken to protect indigenous fauna."
Policy o f Accenting Contributions from Arms Manufacturers;
In 1911, Sheldon wrote Grinnell emphatically approving 
the Audubon Society accepting $25*000 from arms manufacturers. 
He goes on to say: ttI  would favor the Boone and Crockett
Club seeking financia l aid from the manufacturers to protect 
big game. In fa c t, i t  seems to me a promising f ie ld  In whioh 
to raise money."
This idea of accepting money from arms manufacturers was 
v io len tly  attacked by others in the conservation f ie ld .
Today, such a souroe of funds helps support The W ild life  
Management In stitu te , which is sta ffed  by highly trained and 
respected personnel. Funds from manufacturers o f fish ing 
equipment have recently established its  counterpart in the 
fish  f ie ld  -  the Sports Fishing In stitu te .
The early American Came Protective Association headed by 
John Burnham, was supported In part by contributions of arms 
manufacturers, and thus was b it te r ly  c r it ic iz e d  by w e ll-  
meaning, but sentimental, conservationists. The Boone and
Crookett Club was In the vanguard fo r  many years in figh ting 
fo r  the reasonableness and sense o f accepting such 
contributions * They understood that i t  was to the interest 
of arms producers that game be preserved*
This attitude and stand has proved wholly wise and 
clairvoyant*
Although hinted at in several places in the 1923 report, 
i t  was not until 1929 that the basic principle of managing 
the environment rather than the animal was brought into focus. 
Aldo Leopold, a club member, was chairman of the "Committee 
on American Wild L ife  Conservation Po licy ." The club f i le s  
contain extensive correspondence between Grinnell and 
Leopold and also some correspondence between Sheldon and 
Leopold on this subject* The committee proposed a policy 
which c la ss ified  game into farm game, fo rest and range game, 
and wilderness game. The basic principle adopted was that 
man can control game habitat and environment. There was fu l l  
recognition that the character of the environment determined 
the type and population of game animals i t  could support*
Today a l l  game management e ffo r ts  are based on 
ecological princip les. Not only must we gain a fu l l  knowledge 
of the biology of a l l  species, but we must expend an equal 
amount of energy on a study of the environment.
The 1923 report touched on other principles disoussed 
elsewhere in this h istory. Some of these are the complete 
protection of game in national parks; the u tiliza tion  of game
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In national forests, preferably under administration o f the 
Forest Service; federal regulation of migratory birds; the 
need of game refuges, especia lly  fo r  waterfowl; and the 
principle that the public domain belongs to a l l  the people 
and not to any p riv ileged  group.
I t  well expressed a problem we s t i l l  have with us today 
and probably w ill  always face. In the closing paragraphs of 
this report, we find this statement:
«We should a l l  have the highest ideals, but game 
conservation must be regarded not from a sentimental 
but from a supremely practica l point of view. . . .
At present in this country there is a tendency . . .  to 
advocate preserving game exclusively fo r  aesthetic 
purposes. This view seeks to exclude sport as one o f 
the cardinal purposes of game conservation. Such views, 
however sincere and well-meaning, not only cannot 
produce e ffe c t iv e  resu lts, but they harm and actually 
retard the progress o f game conservation. The great 
majority o f interested people work to conserve game so 
that i t  may serve a l l  its  purposes.”
This report goes on to comment that the sportsmen groups 
or organizations backed d irec tly  or Ind irectly  by sportsmen 
are destined to be the most powerful Influences in sound 
conservation measures. This is true today in the f ie ld  o f 
wild l i f e  and i t  is regrettable that some sincere individuals 
who do not believe in sport regard organizations backed by
sportsmen with suspicion.
F in a lly , the 1923 report advocated the need fo r  a 
National Recreation Conference* This was f in a lly  achieved 
and is w ell described by Grinnell in the 1925 book on 
Hunting and Conservation and is reprinted below:
"In the year 18?0 Cornelias Hedges declared to his 
friends about the campfire that the region of the present 
Yellowstone Park ought to be made a National Park to be 
held forever as a pleasure ground fo r  the American people. 
This was, I  think, the f i r s t  suggestion of a recreation 
policy fo r  the United States.
nFrom that beginning, the development o f the thought 
has been continuous, and i t  has been more and more put 
into practice until now our National Parks, National 
Monuments and great areas o f our Forest Reserves are 
devoted wholly or in part to recreation. The ever 
growing importance o f the thought is shown by po lic ies  
advanced by the Boone and Crockett Club in 1923, and by 
the announcement by the President in A pril, 192*+, that 
a recreation policy ought to be formulated by the 
Government, and by his appointment o f a committee to draw 
up a plan fo r  such a po licy . I t  Is in teresting and 
f it t in g  that the need fo r  this action should have been 
brought to the attention of Mr. Coolldge by Theodore 
Roosevelt, whose fa th er ’ s a c t iv it ie s  in a l l  matters 
helpful to his fe llow  citizens remain a bright memory,
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and that the Club founded by his father should have been 
the body to suggest this policy and bring i t  to a head. 
The story of how this came about is worth te ll in g  now, 
while the matter is s t i l l  fresh in mind.
"Before Col. Henry S* Graves resigned as United States 
Forester he had given long consideration to the care of 
the game in the National Forests and to their uses fo r 
recreation, and had aroused a permanent interest in 
these matters in the Forest Service. As he thought more 
about them he reached the conclusion that in some form 
or other the National Government should in it ia te  a 
recreation policy , and, further, that such a policy 
ought to be set on foot by the President of the United 
States. He talked of this with friends, among them 
especia lly  Charles Sheldon, who had suggested the same 
thing and was very keen over i t .  Sheldon had discussed 
i t  with Congressmen, Senators, Bureau Chiefs and others, 
and once or twice had brought up the subject at hearings 
before Committees of Congress.
"A fter the passage by the Senate o f the Smith B il l  
to authorize in the Yellowstone Park a storage reservoir 
to be used fo r  irr iga tion  purposes, Colonel Graves in 
July, 1920, published in American Forestry a strong 
a r t ic le  en tit led  *A Crisis in National Recreation,' in 
which he declared his b e lie f  that i f  the President should 
suggest the formulation of a recreation policy the matter
could readily be worked out. He also outlined a plan 
fo r such a policy. This was, perhaps, the f i r s t  formal 
printed and somewhat detailed proposition fo r  such a 
plan. However, time passed, the public did not seem to 
grasp the idea and nothing was done.
"Meantime Sheldon had kept up his quiet work and had 
drawn up a policy fo r  the care o f western big game in 
the National Forests and fo r  the administration of game 
in connection with a National Recreation Policy. After 
discussion and oareful consideration, the Executive 
Committee o f the Boone and Crockett Club recommended 
these papers to the Club, which unanimously adopted them 
and ordered them printed and circulated among sportsmen 
and conservationists. Their circu lation constituted the 
f i r s t  propaganda on the subject, Sheldon then went over 
the general question with Theodore Roosevelt, J r ., who 
recognized its  importance and became eager to push i t  
forward. F inally Roosevelt brought the matter to the 
attention of Mr. Coolidge and found him very receptive.
The reasons advanced in behalf o f such a polloy were 
convincing, and on April 14 Mr, Coolidge publicly 
announced his advocacy o f a National Recreation Policy, 
and Issued his ca ll fo r  a conference in which the 
Government, the states, the d iffe ren t c iv ilia n  associations 
and, f in a lly ,  the individuals o f the country should orgaize 
fo r  cooperation as to outdoor matters. The President
10 6
appointed a committee consisting o f Secretary Weeks, 
Secretary Hoover, Secretary Work, Secretary Wallace and 
Assistant Secretary Roosevelt, to suggest to him how such 
a National Policy could he formulated and put in action* 
Later he added Secretary Davis to the Committee*
»A conference o f persons interested was called to 
consider the President’ s announcement, and invitations 
were sent out to organizations of many kinds, s c ien t if ic , 
conservational, socia l and re lig iou s, asking them to 
meet in Washington May 22, 23 and 2k, Attention was 
called to the vast number o f our people who are interested 
in some form o f out—o f—door l i f e  and the importance of 
cooperation among a l l  interested in the subject was 
emphasized. Reports show that during the season of 1923,
13,000,000 people found recreation in the National Parks 
and Forests $ and over 6,000,000 went hunting. This is 
but a small proportion o f the great multitude who seek 
to spend some of their time out o f doors.
’’The meeting was duly held and was attended by 309 
delegates from 128 organizations scattered from the 
Atlantic to the P ac ific . The Presidents Committee acted 
as Honorary Chairmen of the meeting, while Theodore 
Roosevelt was the Executive Chairman. The President 
opened the meeting by an address which excited great 
enthusiasm. I t  advocated not only recreation, but 
recreation out of doors and an interest in nature, and
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thus supported the views that many of his hearers had 
held, preached and practiced fo r many years. He said:
* I  want to see a l l  Americans have a reasonable amount 
o f le isu re. Then I  want to see them educated to use 
such leisure fo r  th eir own enjoyment and betterment, and 
the strengthening o f the quality of their citizensh ip.
We can go a long way in that d irection  by getting them 
out o f doors and rea lly  interested in nature. We can 
make s t i l l  further progress by engaging them in games and 
sports. Our country is a land of cultured men and women. 
I t  is a land o f agriculture, o f industries, of schools 
and of places o f relig ious worship. I t  is a land of 
varied climes and scenery, o f mountain and plain, of 
lake and r iv e r . I t  is the American heritage. We must 
make i t  a land of v is ion , a land of work, o f sincere 
striv in g  fo r  the good, but we must add to a l l  these, in 
order to round out the fu l l  stature of the people, an 
ample e f fo r t  to make i t  a land of wholesome enjoyment and 
perennial gladness.'
?Immediately a fte r  the President's address 18 
committees were appointed and at once set to work on 
the various subjects that f e l l  within the scope o f the 
conference. The Chairman o f the General Resolutions 
Committee was Charles Sheldon, and to that Committee a ll 
the resolutions went, to be again gone over, harmonized 
and brought into the conference. These committees worked
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fo r  two days, and while they were at work many Interesting 
addresses were given to those who did not belong to the 
d iffe ren t committees.
"The Conference appointed one hundred individuals to 
form an Advisory Council to work with the Presidents 
Committee, and this Advisory Council chose twelve members 
to serve between meetings of the Advisory Council. The 
personnel o f the Executive Committee is :
/
Chauncey J. Hamlin, New York, Chairman
Dr. John C* Merriam, Californ ia, Vice-Chairman
George E* Scott, I l l in o is ,  Treasurer and Chairman
Finance Committee 
Dr. Vernon L. Kellogg, California 
Walter F. Martin, Washington, D. C. 
John Barton Payne, I l l in o is  
Mrs* Jane Deeter Hippin, New York 
Charles Sheldon, Washington, D. C. 
Mrs* John Dickinson Sherman, Colorado 
George Shiras, 3d, Michigan 
James E. West, New York
L. F. Knelpp, Executive Secretary
"The last business of the Conference was the reading
o f his report by Charles Sheldon, the Chairman of the
Resolutions Committee, and its  unanimous adoption, 
resolutions which follow  are printed also in Senate 
Document No. 151, 68th Congress, 1st Session. This
The
This is a
109
fu l l  report of The Proceedings of The National Conference
on Outdoor Recreation, and includes the associations
represented, a l l  the membership o f the various
committees, and the fu l l  resolutions offered by each
committee. Though containing many minor errors, i t
*
should be read by every conservationist. *
*In Appendix C of this volume the resolutions referred 
to are reprinted.
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CHAPTER VI
EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF SPECIFIC BIO GAME SPECIES
A large factor in the club*s promotion of national parks 
and national forests was the awareness by members that the 
creation of suoh areas would preserve many o f our most 
important big game mammals and provide reservoirs fo r  the 
increase o f several species.
Bison
Madison Grant, a prominent member o f the club, was one 
o f the founders of the American Bison Society. This group, 
organized in 1905, led the figh t fo r  a congressional 
appropriation o f $40,000 fo r  purchasing and fencing land in 
western Montana in 1908. This is known as The National Bison 
Range and comprises 18,541 acres. The society also raised 
by private subscription $10,560 to stock the range with 
fo rty  head. This range today has a carrying capacity o f 
approximately 450 head.
The Boone and Crockett Club was one o f the early 
supporters o f a l l  e ffo rts  to reestablish the bison in a 
small fraction o f its  early range. The oreation o f the 
Wichita Game Preserve by executive order o f President 
Theodore Roosevelt in 1905 made possible the establishment 
o f another herd on lands administered by the National Forest 
Service. One of the most important herds liv es  In the 
Yellowstone National Park.
I l l
Wapiti
I p  the winter o f 1909-1910, over ha lf the Jackson Hole
elk herd died o f starvation in spite of the e ffo r ts  of
Wyoming residents to make hay available fo r them. j j X "
, fp*'
Public appeal p a rtia lly  organized by the Boone and ' 
Crockett Club and the IsaaKWalton League brought an emergency 
congressional appropriation on March 4f 1911 o f $20,000 to be 
made immediately available fo r  winter feeding. The 
B io logica l Survey was made responsible fo r  administering the 
fund.
Another bad winter set the scene fo r  more permanent 
federal leg is la tion  protecting these e lk . A b i l l  was put 
before Congress and vigorously supported by the Boone and 
Crockett Club, Members o f the club worked c losely with the 
B io log ica l Survey and brought as much pressure as possible 
on House and Senate committees to report the b i l l  out 
favorably. I t  was passed as an Act o f Congress on August 10,
1912 and created a winter refuge o f 2,760 acres. By popular 
subscription the Isaac Walton League raised su ffic ien t funds « 
to buy an additional 1,760  acres o f land. There were many 
additional lands acquired so that today the refuge to ta ls  
23,950 acres.
The club supported a l l  measures to add to the size of 
the refuge. In a l l  these instances, the club followed its  
usual method o f organizing support on a nation-wide basis 
including states, other conservation organizations^or
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individuals who were sympathetic to the b i l ls .  The National 
Order o f Elks had a wapiti conservation committee which 
brought support from a l l  Elk lodges throughout the nation. 
Their interest was aroused ch ie fly  by Sheldon.
Grinnell and Sheldon helped to organize a count o f elk 
in Yellowstone in 1917* Despite feeding e f fo r ts ,  1919-1920 
was another disastrous winter. The size o f the refuge in 
Jackson Hole is su ffic ien t to support a herd o f approximately
9,000 animals.
Throughout the early h istory o f this elk herd, Theodore 
Roosevelt and the club vigorously campaigned fo r  k il l in g  
su ffic ien t elk by hunters so the animals would not multiply 
to such an extent as to exceed the carrying capacity o f th eir 
winter range. As in the case o f the Kaibab deer, many 
well-meaning conservationists opposed such k il l in g .  The 
figures on the number of elk starving to death in 1919-1920 
helped to change the thinking o f many.
In 1918 Henry Graves wrote E* W. Nelson outlin ing in 
deta il his program to meet the elk situation in the 
Yellowstone region as far as national forests were concerned. 
This le t te r  is a fin e illu s tra tion  o f Graves* comprehension 
of the Wyoming elk as a national resource. Among other 
proposals he recommended extending the southern boundary o f 
Yellowstone Park and curta iling sheep grazing permits in 
these areas o f the national forests afford ing important 
segments o f elk range.
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The club was instrumental in reintroducing and 
establishing an elk herd in Arizona.
In 1933 the club paid the expenses of a b io log is t to 
investigate the status o f the Olympic elk . As mentioned in 
the chapter on National Parks ( I I ) ,  the club supported the 
movement to enlarge the Olympic Monument to a park and thus 
insure protection o f this elk herd.
In 1926 the President’ s Committee on Outdoor Recreation, 
appointed when the National Recreation Conference met, 
created a special Elk Commission to study and report on the 
elk problem. Sheldon was chairman o f the group, and their 
findings were written by him and published as a bu lletin  
en titled , "The Conservation of the Elk o f Jaokson Hole, 
Wyoming." The program proposed was followed. One of its  
most important recommendations was that the B iologioal Survey 
undertake a comprehensive s c ien tific  study of the e lk , the 
results of which would build a firm foundation fo r long-term 
In te lligen t elk management.
In 1927 the Survey appointed Dr. Olaus J. Murie to 
undertake the study. Murie had Just returned from a s ix - 
year study of caribou in Alaska and was eminently f it te d  for 
the task. Fourteen subsequent years o f intensive f ie ld  work, 
which certain ly accomplished its  orig inal purpose, is 
reported on in Murie*s monumental book, The Elk of North 
America. published In 1951 by the W ild life  Management 
Institu te.
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Antelope
Along with the American bison, older olub members were 
convinced at the turn of the century that the pronghorn would 
never again constitute lega l game. Extinction appeared more 
of a probability than a p oss ib ility . In 1911 a le t te r  from 
the chairman o f the Game Preservation Committee (G rinnell) 
to Hon. Walter L. Fisher, Secretary of the In terior, in 
regard to the chances of reserving the Ft. Grant M ilitary 
Reservation in Arizona as an antelope refuge stated in the 
beginning o f the le t te r :  "The olub is much concerned about
the fa te o f the pronghorn which appears to be everywhere 
rapidly diminishing."
Even as la te  as 1924, Sheldon, in a le t te r  to Grinnell, 
stated: "Personally, I  believe that the antelope are doomed,
yet every attempt should be made to save them." This le t te r  
was written Just before the findings of a careful census of 
pronghorns by the B iological Survey. The results of- this 
census revealed a more optim istic picture. The numbers were 
estimated at 30,000.
The club*s interest in creating antelope refuges and 
restocking these animals dates back many years. The club 
members promoted and subscribed $600.00 in 1910 to transfer 
antelope from Yellowstone to the Wiohita Game Refuge. 
Subsequently they paid for two shipments from Alberta into 
the Montana Bison Reserve and to Wind Cave, contributing 
$3,000 in a l l .  Most of these early e ffo rts  were doomed to
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fa ilu re since experience demonstrated that, unlike bison and 
some other game species, antelope, a fte r  in it ia l  increases, 
f in a lly  died o f f  in a fenced preserve.
E fforts to make the old Ft. Grant M ilitary Reservation 
into an antelope refuge, referred to in the f i r s t  paragraph, 
were not successful.
Alarming reports reached club members in 1921 of a 
heavy k ill in g  o f one of the remaining remnant bands of 
antelope in Oregon. I t  was reported that Basque sheep 
herders were k il l in g  them wantonly; the carcasses of fourteen 
were found a fte r  they had been shot and l e f t  to ro t. Grant 
wrote the Governor o f Oregon a le t te r  expressing the concern 
o f a l l  game conservation groups over this situation. An 
expedition was sent out by the state in an attempt to 
apprehend the men responsible.
In 1927 George Bird Grinnell was in correspondence with 
E* R. Sans, a B iological Survey predatory animal control 
employee, in regard to a possible antelope refuge in northern 
Nevada, a pet project o f Sans. About this time, T. G ilbert 
Pearson, president of the Audubon Society, v is ited  the area 
and was convinced by Sans that the area was ideal fo r  an 
antelope refuge.
The necessary lands fo r  the refuge were fo r  sale fo r  
$20,000. The club obligated i t s e l f  to raise ha lf this amount 
i f  the Audubon Society raised the other ha lf. The club 
appointed an antelope committee under the able chairmanship
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o f Mr* Childs Frick.
At the executive committee meeting of November 26,
Pearson reported that the negotiations fo r  land for the 
antelope refuge were nearly completed. Mr. Grant reported 
that the funds fo r  which the Boone and Crockett Club had 
obligated i t s e l f  had been subscribed.
Thus was established the Charles Sheldon Antelope Befuge. 
The club and Audubon Society jo in tly  had purchased 2,900 
acres with good springs o f privately-owned land and turned 
i t  over to the B io logica l Survey as an antelope refuge* This 
was donated on condition the government add to i t  30,000 
acres of the surrounding public lands. On June 20, 1929, 
President Hoover temporarily withdrew from entry the required 
public lands on recommendation of the Department o f Agriculture 
and the Department o f the In terior. The president agreed to 
withdraw these lands only a fte r  learning the Boone and 
Crockett Club and the Audubon Society were underwriting the 
buying out of the private holdings. The to ta l area of some 
forty  square miles at the time constituted the natural summer 
range and lambing grounds of approximately 2,000 antelope.
Hoover signed the Executive order fo r  the refuge on 
January 26, 1931. On December 31, 1936 an executive order 
created a 5^9,000 acre game range adjoining the tract.
The Hart Mountain National Antelope Refuge in Oregon and 
the Charles Sheldon Befuge are the only major units devoted 
especially to antelope. The Sheldon area also affords a fine
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refuge fo r  sage grouse and other animals o f the sage brush 
plains.
From a s tr ic t ly  game refuge standpoint, the olub can 
look with pride to its  part in creating this fine refuge.
I t  is gratify ing to rea lize  that the pronghorn is again 
lega l game in several western states. The national Inventory 
o f 195^ gave an estimate of 273,196 with a tabulated k i l l  o f 
70,223* The inventory figure ranks second behind the various 
species o f deer in the big game roster.
Alaskan Brown Bear and G rizzlies
The Boone and Crookett Club has always regarded the bear 
as a game mammal and found i t s e l f  in opposition with those 
individuals and agencies regarding i t  as a predator. The 
club fu lly  recognized the need of k il l in g  Individual bears 
in the west which had developed the habit o f preying on 
cattle  but did not condone the policy o f condemning a l l  bears 
because of the depredations of a few.
As pointed out in an ea r lie r  section, i t  was the policy 
o f the club to support public agencies charged by leg is la tion  
with management o f natural resources. One of its  few 
con flic ts  with the B iological Survey occurred in 1918 when 
Mr. Fisher o f this agency published an a r t ic le  publicizing 
the fact that the Survey's predator control branch had k illed  
87 c a tt ie -k illin g  bears. Although there was some question 
as to how many o f these bears were in fact ca ttle  k il le r s ,  
what disturbed the club was the publicity of the action.
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Most people from early childhood are educated by nursery 
rhymes and fo lk lore  to the e ffe c t  bears are very dangerous. 
Such publicity by the government on its  effectiveness in 
k il l in g  bears simply confirms their preconceived conviction 
that a l l  bears are dangerous and should be eliminated. This 
particular instance occurred at a time when there was a great 
deal o f publicity and controversy on eliminating the great 
brown bears of Alaska, a game mammal the club was valian tly  
figh ting to defend.
In November 1918 the club passed the follow ing 
resolutions
"On motion duly made and seconded and unanimously 
adopted i t  was resolved that the Executive Committee 
express to Mr. Sheldon their appreciation of his prompt 
action in having written and called the attention of the 
Club to the unfortunate situation arising from the 
publication of an a r t ic le  under the auspices of the 
B iological Survey in relation  to C a ttie -k illin g  by Bears 
in the West and the Secretary was requested to 
communicate with the B io logica l Survey on the subject 
and as soon as possible place the Club in fu l l  
possession of the facts concerning said a r t ic le  with a 
view to obtaining a revocation of the action taken by 
Mr. Fisher authorizing his men to p ractica lly  exterminate 
this animal in their respective d is tr ic ts .
“November 22nd # 1918. Charles Stewart Davison. 
Secretary."
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As with most o f our large game, the olubfs interest in 
bears dates back a good many years. Most of this interest 
centered around the Alaskan brown bears. Agitation by those 
attempting to raise cattle  on Kodiak Island, and the salmon 
canning interests to eliminate these great carnivores started 
many years ago.
The Alaskan Game Law of 1908 recognized the Alaskan 
brown bear as a game animal and thus i t  received lega l 
protection. Most of the controversies in la te r  years were 
engendered by those endeavoring to remove this protection.
Madison Grant wrote to Dr. K. Lester Jones of the 
Department o f Corameroe in 1915 regarding a b i l l  pending 
before Congress to transfer the care of Alaskan brown bears 
from the B io logica l Survey to the Bureau of Fisheries. The 
following excerpts from this le t te r  demonstrate c learly  the 
concern of club members as to the fate o f these unique mammals.
MThe o f f io ia l  reports o f the recent governors of 
Alaska, and the Informal reports that reach us from there 
show an increasing impatience on the part o f the local 
Inhabitants at the protection of the great brown bear 
of Alaska and some of the governors, notably Mr. Walter 
E. Clarkf have been gu ilty  o f zoological absurdities in 
talking about this animal being found in the same l i t t e r  
with the black bear. . . .
11 The brown bears are the greatest attraction to 
v is it in g  sportsmen In Alaska, and as liv in g  animals, are
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worth In fin ite ly  more to the natives and the white 
population of Alaska than the cash derived from the 
sale of skins. . . .
”Some of us in the Boone and Crockett Club and in the 
Zoological Society have f e l t  that the transfer of the 
care of these bears from the B iological Survey to the 
Bureau of Fisheries, and their consequent c lass ifica tion  
as fur bearing animals, would probably be fa ta l to these 
animals i f  t r a f f ic  in skins were permitted.
"The unfortunate extracts from your report in the 
New York Times, referring to the injury to the fisheries 
by bears, eagles, and gulls have resulted in the b e lie f  
by the public that you were about to advocate their 
extermination in the Interest of the salmon fish eries .
Of course, i t  is not necessary to point out that bears 
were orig in a lly  present in great numbers on these same 
rivers at the time when the salmon abounded in untold 
myriads, and that the bear, with a few exceptions, catch 
and eat injured and dying fish  or those that have 
finished their breeding operations. I  have been on 
some of these salmon rivers myself, and . . .  the t o l l  of 
good sound fish  that a bear can catch is very t r i f l in g .  
The seining at the mouth of rivers by the canneries does 
a thousand fo ld  more injury.
" I  wish to assure you that the Boone and Crockett Club 
and the Zoological Society, so fa r as I  am in a position
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to speak fo r  either o f them, w ill be greatly relieved to 
hear that you are staunchly in favor of extending 
instead of diminishing the protection afforded the great 
brown bear o f Alaska, . .
Fortunatelyf the Alaskan bears remained under the 
administration of the B iological Survey, E fforts to remove 
restrictions on the brown bear reaohed a high in the years 
1918-1920 at the time Biggs was governor o f Alaska.
In a memorandum written by Grinnell on January 9, 1919 
fo r  the f i le s  o f the club, he had this to say:
" X have recently had correspondence with Sheldon 
about possible action by the Boone and Crockett Club in 
relation to Alaskan bears. He says that Biggs has 
written a very drastic report urging the extermination 
o f the bears, the wiping out of a l l  bird reservations 
in Alaska, and generally re flec tin g  the apparent Alaskan 
fee lin g  that a l l  protection should be removed from bears 
and many birds in Alaska.
"Sheldon has worked over Biggs and apparently induced 
him to accept a number o f modifications o f the Alaskan 
views. He has sent me a copy of his le t te r  to Biggs 
with a memorandum of what he hopes Biggs w ill  put into 
his report. Sheldon*s correspondence ought to go into 
the f i le s  o f the Boone and Crockett Club fo r  the benefit 
o f any future game preservation committee.1
Since the correspondence Grinnell refers to gives a good
122
account of the old story of the threat to Alaska brown bears, 
I  Include the two pertinent le tte rs  and a memorandum below.
Excerpts from Sheldonf s l e t t e r  to  G r in n e ll,  dated  
December 23, 1918, fo llo w :
HI think that the attention of the Game Committee of 
the Boone and Crockett Club should be called to the 
very dangerous situation as regards bears o f Alaska, 
which, at any time, may be threatened with extermination 
in the coast regions. The f i r s t  thing to bear in mind 
is the follow ing situation.
ttTwo years ago some residents of southeastern Alaska 
wrote to the Secretary of Agriculture, condemning the 
bears. The Secretary of Agriculture agreed with them 
and informed Nelson to draw up a b i l l ,  taking bears o f f  
the protective l i s t  and permitting the commercialization 
o f bear skins, to present to Congress. I t  should be 
needless to emphasize the fact that with the backing of 
the Secretary of Agriculture, Congress would soon act 
favorably upon such a b i l l .
"Nelson came to me with this matter and i t  was 
delayed from time to time until the Secretary of 
Agriculture had apparently forgotten a l l  about it*
" I t  should be c learly  understood, therefore, that i f  
the Alaska residents make a sim ilar request of the 
Secretary o f Agriculture, he w ill  in s ist upon taking the 
bear o f f  the protective l i s t .  I t  should be s t i l l  more
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clearly  realized that the only thing that prevents the 
practical extermination of the coast bears is the faot 
that the residents o f Alaska do not know that the 
Secretary o f Agriculture w ill  grant th eir request i f  
they make i t .
"The fee lin g  on the game question has been running 
very high in Alaska fo r  the la s t year. The new governor, 
Eiggs, a fte r  his return to Alaska, soon absorbed this 
fee lin g . The fee lin g  increased a fte r  the issue by 
Nelson of some new regulations in Alaska, some of which 
were vicious, others impractical and others absurd.
These regulations were put out carelessly, without 
knowledge o f their practica l significance.
" I  received in October a vigorous le t te r  from the 
Governor on the game question and a short while ago I  
answered i t  personally and somewhat fu lly  expressed my 
ideas on the game situation in Alaska generally. The 
idea o f the le t te r  was to placate the fee lin g  in Alaska 
and to urge an e f fo r t  toward cooperation with 
organizations here in the United States, to the end that 
they might f in a lly  agree upon a reasonable game law.
The principal ob.leot o f this le t te r  was to endeavor to 
save the bearf to try to ohange the opinlone of the 
Alaskans toward that animal.
"Governor Higgs is now here in Washington fo r  a few 
days. He is writing a vigorous report on the game
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question, which, lik e  a l l  Governors reports, merely 
re flects  current opinion in the country. I  have been 
lunching with him today. I  brought him up to see Nelson 
and we shall meet Thursday morning with the idea of 
going over the regulations and my particular object is 
to tone down his report so that i t  w il l  not intensify 
the fee lin g  against the opinions of Alaskans on the game 
question and particu larly to modify that portion o f i t  
which relates to bears.
"Although I  am doubtful of success, yet I  hone that 
even a l i t t l e  may be accomplished. I  have urged Higgs 
to reoonsider the bear question and to go back to Alaska 
and endeavor to get the people to take a broader view of 
i t .  I  have urged him to get the people together and form 
some kind o f a law which the people would want to see 
passed, so that the organizations here may have a clearer 
idea o f the practica l point o f view of the Alaskans on 
the whole game question. A fter that, I  have suggested 
to him that i t  might be well to see i f  he oould not get 
a committee from Alaska to meet organizations here fo r  
the purpose o f finding whether i t  is best to obtain a 
general agreement on the revision of the Alaska law.
"Of course, my chief object in a l l  this is to prevent 
the Alaskans from taking any immediate action on the 
bears by applying to the Secretary of Agriculture. This 
has been a purely personal matter and I  w ill  shortly send
you my le t te r  to Biggs on the subject. . . .
" I  sinoerely hope that the conservation groups 
interested w ill  rea lize  the delicacy of the situation 
as regards the Alaska bears and also the fact that the 
Alaskans need sympathetic, rather than antagonistic, 
attention."
Sheldon1s le t te r  to Biggs of December 27 with the memorandum 
he forwarded, follows
" I  am enclosing a memorandum on the question of bears 
whioh I  suggested might be used with such additions or 
changes as you might wish to make to i t  in your report.
"Of course you rea lize  that the objections to bears 
by every Governor o f Alaska is a somewhat hackneyed 
subject since every Governor has advocated their 
extermination in vigorous terms. The method o f handling 
this question adopted by previous Governors has led to 
strong antagonism among a l l  organizations outside Alaska 
and I  rea lly  believe that i t  has been perhaps the main 
reason why these organizations have the tendency so 
completely to disregard the wishes of the Alaskan people.
"In this memorandum, therefore, I have endeavoured 
in a b r ie f and general way to state the reasons why the 
Alaskans object to the protection of bears and also your 
concurrence in their opinion. I  have added to th is, 
perhaps at some length, your statement o f your Investigation 
to ascertain the reason of outsiders who insist on the
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protection o f the bears. I  have further added to i t  a 
short discussion of the terms used in the law which at 
least w ill convey the accurate Intent of the law. I 
think that i f  you w ill  include in your report a 
discussion of the bears made in this way i t  w ill not 
only re fle c t and emphasize your own opinion and the 
b e lie f of the residents but also i t  w il l  tend to placate 
the antagonism which exists against Alaskan opinion and 
a fee lin g  w ill  be produced that you are the f i r s t  
Governor who has been broad enough to state both sides 
o f the question, in order that the outsiders may fe e l 
that you have been w illin g  to make their own views known 
to the Alaskan people. That this w i l l  be a step toward 
better co-operation in the future I  can assert pos itive ly , 
since of course I  have fo r  many years been fam iliar with 
the views o f outsiders.
" I  acknowledge o f course the d if f ic u lty  of restraint 
when a Governor is dealing with some o f the absurd views 
and methods o f those outsiders who attempt to regulate 
Alaskan a ffa ir s .  I t  is quite possible that i f  I  were 
in the position of a Governor I might not be able to 
overcome these d if f ic u lt ie s ,  yet, Just because I  am 
detached I  believe that I rea lize  the future advantages 
that such restrain t w il l  bring and I  am very sure that 
i f  you w il l  adopt i t  you w il l  la te r  rea lize  this fact
a lso ."
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"MEMOBANDUM ON THE PROTECTION OP 
BEOWN BEARS IN ALASKA
” *Brown* bears are included among the game animals in 
the present Alaskan law, and as such receive protection 
under the terms of the law. I  concur with the general 
opinion of the residents of Alaska that a l l  bears should 
be eliminated from the l i s t  o f game animals, and that 
such protection of them should be withdrawn. ’ Brown* 
bears on the Kodiak Island have k illed  domestic stock 
and menace the p oss ib ilit ies  of establishing the stock 
raising industry there. At present cattle  have to be 
kept in fenced areas because of the dangers of bears.
I t  w ill be d i f f ic u lt  to establish stock grazing anywhere 
in Alaska where 'Brown* bears ex is t. Bears feed on 
salmon when they run up the rivers and thus to a certain 
extent reduce the supply. Bears have k illed  and mangled 
many people in the woods and this source o f danger to 
l i f e  and limb should be removed. The extermination of 
bears, therefore, would Improve the p oss ib ilit ie s  o f 
developing Alaska.
HI have made an investigation to ascertain the opinion 
of sportsmen and others outside of Alaska fo r  the 
purpose o f understanding their reasons for wishing to 
continue the protection of these bears. They assert that 
where bears menace bona-fide stock raising they should 
be destroyed. They insist that many of the reports of 
bears injuring men are exaggerated, and that while many
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cases have proved true, yet considering the proportions 
o f deaths and injuries to men by bears, as compared with 
the numbers of people who have travelled  in the regions 
where bears ex is t, i t  must also be true that dangerous 
bears are most exceptional, and that the chances of 
injury from them are very much less than from numerous 
other accidental natural causes.
"They admit that bears k i l l  salmon, but believe that 
the t o l l  o f salmon thus taken is not of much significance 
in reducing the supply* They believe that the greater 
part o f the regions inhabited by bears is a wilderness 
where bears can do no harm, and that the reported dangers 
and damages by bears does not apply to much o f the area 
where they liv e  ~ that i f  protection was withdrawn from 
bears and their skins were thus commercialized, i t  would 
soon lead to their extermination in the coast regions - 
that the p ro fit  accruing from trading in these skins 
would then cease, and an asset, most valuable to Alaska, 
would be lo s t forever -  that Alaska and B ritish  Columbia 
w il l  prove the la s t refuge of the big •Brown* bears - 
that previous to the war from fifte e n  to twenty thousand 
dollars were spent by outside sportsmen each year in 
Alaska fo r  the sport of hunting these bears and that in 
the future the money to be expended fo r  this purpose w ill  
large ly  increase, and also they assert that by thus 
attracting outsiders to the country, many of whom are
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wealthy and interested In the wilderness, an occasional 
one w ill  invest in the resource of the country, as some 
have done already; and that these people who have hunted 
bears sometimes write books and thus advertize the 
country, and that they make i t  known by report to 
others -  thus ind irectly  the bears w ill prove to be an 
increasing asset to the country and that i t  would not be 
to the advantage of Alaska to destroy this valuable 
asset which can be maintained by protection so long as 
parts o f Alaska remain a wilderness.
"Alaskans do not understand the term ’Brown* bear.
I  am re liab ly  informed that i t  is intended to s ign ify  
the groups of bears including both the big coast brown 
bears and g r iz z lie s  which recent studies have demonstrated 
to be more or less related between the extremes o f the 
species.
"The other bears are included in the term ’Black* 
bear, which includes the true black bears, cinnamon 
('b row n '), and g lac ier bears. A ll these bears have short 
claws and climb trees, while the bears included as 
’ Brown* under the law have long claws and do not climb 
trees .
"These oinnamon bears o f the black bear group are 
constantly confused with the ’Brown* bears under terms of 
the law. In order to avoid this confusion terms should 
be used in the law which would accurately specify the
bears included."
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Copies o f la te r  correspondence indicate Riggs was not 
placated. Well-meaning conservationists in the East wrote 
some scathing le tte rs  to New York papers c r it ic iz in g  the 
Alaskans fo r  their e ffo rts  to exterminate bears. These 
accounts were picked up by Alaskan newspapers and ran in 
banner headlines. As in the case of wolves, a few years 
la te r  the whole controversy was reduced to an emotional figh t. 
The Alaskans f e l t  people in New York were attempting to create 
their Own private shooting preserve in Alaska. Pressure was 
redoubled on Riggs by Alaskans. Riggs himself was a very 
high calibre man with great personal respect fo r  men lik e  
Madison Grant and Grinnell. However, he represented the 
Alaskans and the New York newspaper le tte rs  above backfired. 
Riggs f e l t  obliged to represent the aroused Alaskans.
As a result he attempted to at least remove g r iz z lie s  
from the protected l i s t .  Nelson, Merriam and others pointed 
out that there were coast g r iz z lie s  which, in certain parts 
o f th eir range, were indistinguishable from the coast brown 
bears. These scien tists therefore held that the g r iz z ly  bears 
o f Alaska were included in the 1908 Alaska game law protecting 
"brown" bears. Riggs took the matter to court to get some 
kind of a decision. Nelson, at that time ch ief o f the 
B iological Survey, got an opinion from the S o lic ito r  General. 
Apparently no conclusive decision came out o f the whole 
dispute.
In the heat of this whole controversy an event took place
which was by fa r the most important blow in behalf o f the 
great Alaskan brown bear. To the best o f my knowledge the 
inside story o f this is unknown even to the Park Service.
The story is to ld  in a short le t te r  from Sheldon to Grinnell 
dated January 4, 1919* I t  reads as follows:
" I  do not know whether i t  has been called to your 
attention that the la tte r  part of September the President 
created the Katmai National monument on the Alaskan 
peninsula. A member of the game committee o f the Boone 
and Crockett Club over a year ago was consulted as to 
the advisab ility  o f attempting to establish this 
national monument. He suggested that the lim its o f the 
area occupied by this national monument should be so 
drawn as to create a refuge fo r bears. His suggestions 
were adopted and the width of the monument is in places 
over f i f t y  miles. Bears are abundant there and hunting 
on this area w ill  be excluded, I  hope forever. A ll 
have been impressed with the fact that the word bear 
should never be mentioned in connection with the 
establishing of this monument. I t  would be wise not to 
mention i t  fo r  the present, yet the fact remains that 
owing to the suggestions o f the Game Committee of the 
Boone and Crockett Club this refuge fo r  bears has now 
become an established fa c t."
Ostensibly the excuse given the public fo r  this monument 
was the active volcanoes. Actually, however, i t  was
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established also to make a preserve fo r  the great Alaskan 
brown bear.
A memorandum by Orlnnell recording this event fo r  the 
club records reads as follows:
"A more cheerful side o f the Alaska bear situation 
is the fact that la s t autumn the President created the 
Katmai National Monument on the Alaskan Peninsula, 
where, I  am given to understand, hunting w ill  be 
forbidden. The boundaries o f this monument recommended 
by a member of the Boone and Crockett Club - Sheldon, 
o f course -  are so drawn as to create a refuge fo r  bears. 
The width of the monument in places is over f i f t y  miles, 
and bears are abundant there. Sheldon recommends 
absolute silence on the bear question."
At the annual club meeting in 1931 a resolution was 
adopted urging setting aside o f Admiralty and Chicagoff 
Islands as brown bear sanctuaries. This was sent to Senator 
Fred Walcott, a club member, who was then chairman of the 
Senate Conservation Committee. This e f fo r t  did not meet with 
success.
I t  was peculiarly f i t t in g  that the club donated to the 
great ha ll on North American big game mammals at the American 
Museum of Natural History the Alaskan brown bear group. I t  
was resolved at an executive committee meeting in November, 
1937, that the club support this exhibit as a memorial tribute 
to Dr. John C. P h illip s . A club member, Mr. Francis Colby,
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collected the bears fo r this group from Kodiak Island.
Of a l l  the big game mammals in the United States, the 
g r iz z ly  bear has been most seriously threatened with 
extermination. The California g r iz z ly  Is extinct. I f  I t  
were not fo r  Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks I t  Is 
probable the g r iz z ly  o f our West would be as nearly extinct 
as the wolf. The last stronghold of this great bear south 
o f Canada Is In Montana and Wyoming, Including Glacier 
National Park, where there were estimated to be s ligh tly  over 
700 In 195^ when there was an estimated k i l l  o f 40.
Apparently the big brown bears o f the Alaska coast are 
not seriously threatened with extinction. Part o f Kodiak 
Island has been made into a game reserve under the control 
o f the federal Pish and W ild life  Service (formerly B iological 
Survey) where hunting is permitted under close supervision.
Fortunately g r iz z lie s  are s t i l l  abundant in the more 
remote areas o f Canada, and the in terior o f Alaska, including 
Mt. McKinley National Park.
Mountain Sheen
Of a l l  the big game mammals o f the West fo r  which club 
members had concern, la te r  history has proved that there was 
more reason to fear fo r the fate of the mountain sheep than 
any other species with the exception of the g r iz z ly  bear.
Unlike deer, elk and antelope, sheep do not respond to 
protection as do many other ungulates and have proved 
especially vulnerable to disease wherever an increase in
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numbers takes place. Infestation of lung worm has proved 
the most serious of the diseases. Another characteristic of 
sheep Is that they tend to be re la tive ly  loca l In range, 
making lim ited annual movements to lower ranges in winter.
The history o f the speoies indicated that bands k illed  o f f  
their loca l range were seldom replaced by migrants from 
other better stocked mountain ranges.
Yellowstone National Park and Glacier National Park 
contain good herds o f mountain sheep and there are scattered 
bands in isolated areas throughout the West. The national 
parks in which club members took an active part in creating 
fu l f i l le d  the role of providing sanctuaries fo r  mountain 
sheep as well as other big game speoies referred to in 
ea r lie r  paragraphs.
In 1919 there was a c neerted e f f o r t  by the club to  
e s ta b lis h  a game refuge in the Black H ills  to be named a f t e r  
Theodore Boosevelt and to stock the area w ith mountain sheep. 
The game committee report in 1919 g ives  an account o f  the 
e a r ly  stages o f th is  e f f o r t .
“Some time ago, c itizens of Deadwood in the Black 
H ills , changed the name of Sheep Mountain to Roosevelt 
Mountain and petitioned their Congressman that this 
mountain and the surrounding area should be set aside 
by Act o f Congress as the Roosevelt Game Refuge. The 
Congressman referred the matter to the Secretary o f 
Agriculture, who sent out Vernon Bailey, o f the
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Biological Survey, to look over and report on the ground. 
Bailey has made a favorable report.
"Mountain sheep might be oaptured and delivered in 
this Refuge, and i f  le t  alone would doubtless do w ell. 
Even more important than getting the sheep, however, 
is the plan of interesting a l l  people in the Black H ills  
in this pro ject, and in securing proper laws and 
regulations to protect the sheep and their inorease, and 
also in the project of contributing money towards 
securing the sheep. I f  they contribute the money they 
w ill  regard the sheep as theirs and w il l  take more v ita l 
interest in them than i f  the sheep were captured by 
somebody else and given to them."
The foregoing report illu stra tes  an important policy 
s tr ic t ly  adhered to by the club in promoting any conservation 
measures in other states or te r r ito r ie s . Members were aware 
that any such e ffo rts  were doomed to fa ilu re  without the 
support of loca l people. Timing o f drives fo r  the 
establishment o f refuges or parks was geared to the amount 
of loca l backing that could be expected.
The Black H ills  project fa iled  to m aterialize. Often 
as much energy was expended on programs which never worked 
out as on those which proved successful.
In 1918 Grinnell and Sheldon carried on correspondence 
with Mr. G. M. Willard of Arizona who was Arizona Game 
Director and much interested in establishing game refuges.
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The olub endeavored to encourage and help him establish the 
Gila Befuge fo r  mountain sheep as a state refuge. Apparently 
the e f fo r t  was not successful*
Among Sheldon*s correspondence an interesting le t te r  to 
Grlnnell on sheep conservation was discovered. Dated 
January 19, 1922, he wrote Grinnell as follows:
"When I  was serving here (Washington, D.C.) during 
the war and chairman of the Boone and Crockett Game 
Committee, in behalf o f the Club, I took advantage of 
relations whioh I  had established with Governor Cantu 
o f Lower California to persuade him to make a good law 
protecting game in his state. The result was 
successful. He established the law which is p ractica lly  
the same in its  essential features as that whioh I 
suggested. Would i t  not be well to keep these papers 
in the Boone and Crockett Club f i le s  so that in the 
future they may demonstrate one o f the achievements 
of the Club?1
Following the exchange o f le tte rs  reprinted below, Sheldon 
sent Governor Cantu a suggested game law embodying principles 
long adopted by the Boone and Crockett Club and to be 
discussed in a la te r  chapter.
I t  was evident from other club correspondence that the 
chief interest o f Sheldon and others in Lower California was
the desert sheep.
/ f'C
The Sheldon-Cantu correspondence follows*
"February 26, 1919
"To His Excellency
Governor Esteben Cantu 
"My dear Governor Cantu,
" I  have never forgotten your kindness to me about 
four years ago when you gave me a signed document fo r  
the purpose o f avoiding any molestation on the part o f 
your patrols in the Pinacate region when I  went to hunt 
the mountain sheep* My appreciation was very deep and 
I  f e l t  an added pleasure in the rea lization  of the fact, 
that by this act, I knew you to be a man o f sympathies 
and interests much wider than those o f the mere material 
aspects o f a ffa irs , fo r  you tifie proved yourself to be 
interested in the pleasures of the hunters* l i f e  in the 
open. I  have always believed that a man who oould thus 
extend his interests and sympathies had in him capacities 
fa r above those of other men, even those who possessed 
marked administrative a b il it ie s .
"For a l l  these reasons i t  has been an exceptional 
pleasure fo r  me to cooperate, with influence I  hope, 
with Mr* Hutchinson in establishing better relations 
between you and the United States during the recent War. 
D ifficu lt ies  had to be overcome, but I  fe e l gratefu l 
that the confidence in you was not misplaced, in fact 
you have nobly acted up to the reciprocal obligations
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incurred.
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"From 1898 to 1902 I  lived  in Chihuahua and learned 
to love the Mexican people and understand their Ideals. 
Much of my l i f e  there was spent among the ranoheros, 
vaqueros, and men of the open. I  was Manager o f the 
Chihuahua and Pacific  Railroad. A ll my Mexican friends, 
then cultivated, are s t i l l  my good friends today. My 
Interest in Mexico is very rea l. And now when through 
actual experience I  see a Governor o f a Mexican State 
lik e  yourself who has shown such a high degree of 
administrative a b ility , who has proved himself not only 
friend ly  to a neighboring nation but who has equally 
proved himself the highest and best type of a loya l 
Mexican c itizen  with her best interests at heart, and 
who has put high ideals into practice and devoted his 
best work to constructive labor fo r  the development of 
his State, I  fe e l  encouraged to write making to you a 
suggestion which, i f  adopted, I  believe w il l  not only be 
of much benefit to your State in the future, but also 
w il l ,  among the best Americans throughout this Country, 
cause you s t i l l  further to be respected as a Mexican 
Governor much more progressive in one aspect than other 
Governors of the past in Mexico.
“For many years I  have been interested in game animals 
and I  have devoted in this Country much time to having 
laws passed to conserve them. Those who re fle c t  and 
look ahead and rea lize  i t  before i t  shall be too la te ,
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must recognize that the game (anlmales de la caza) of 
a country can, by proper protective laws, be made a real 
and permanent asset. In most of the Western States o f 
the United States muoh of the game was exterminated 
before laws were passed and enforced to preserve i t  -  but 
in the few portions of those States where game now exists 
in quantities su ffic ien t to attract hunters, many hunting 
parties go there and each year bring thousands of dollars 
into these sections. The California game, except deer, 
is now gone or reduced to numbers so low that i t  cannot 
fin a lly  survive, and therefore California has lo s t the 
asset o f the expenditures of hunting parties who might 
year a fte r  year have been attracted to the State fo r  that 
purpose.
"Because o f unrestricted k il l in g  in Chihuahua, sheep 
and antelope are nearly extinct, and i t  is too la te  to 
save them by protective laws. Conditions in Sonora are 
rapidly approaching a sim ilar state of extinction.
"But in your State o f Lower California mountain sheep, 
antelope, and deer s t i l l  ex is t in numbers great enough 
to attract sportsmen. This region is now considered by 
American and even English sportsmen as the most a ttractive  
accessible place to go fo r  sheep. Without any doubt, in 
the future, a fte r  the complexities of war conditions are 
restored to a more normal state, numbers of sportsmen 
w ill  seek your State as a recreation ground fo r hunting.
1^0
“ I t  is with the greatest pleasure and admiration 
that I  have learned that already you have recognized 
the dangers to the continued existence o f the game 
animals that would be threatened by the unrestricted 
k illin g  o f sheep, and that you have placed a lim it on 
the number which may be k illed . W ill you, therefore, 
permit me to suggest that you s t i l l  further develop this 
policy to the extent of considering the game of your 
State as a real resource both fo r  p ro fit  and fo r 
recreational value, and to achieve those ends you cause 
to have passed a complete game law, modeled a fte r  the 
best laws which long experience has proved to be most 
convenient fo r  the conserving of game in this country.
“Such a law would encourage sportsmen going to Lower 
California by permitting a certain number of game animals 
to be k illed  -  a number which would not result in 
decreasing the supply. The law should contain a 
provision requiring aliens to pay at least $50*00 U. S. 
currency to obtain a license to hunt in Lower Californ ia. 
Possibly you might think i t  wise that guides, who take 
hunting parties to the mountains should be licensed so 
that you can compel them to obey the law. Female animals 
should not be permitted to be k illed , possibly an 
exception might be made in the case of deer. During the 
breeding seasons neither sheep nor antelope should be 
k illed . Of course this law should be adapted to your
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loca l conditions, and at any time the Governor should 
have the right further to res tr lo t k ill in g , i f  in his 
judgment the welfare of the game requires i t .
"The making of a proper game law is a complex and 
somewhat d i f f ic u lt  question and advantage should be 
taken of the results of past experience. I  have been a 
student of game laws for years. Mr. E. W. Nelson, Chief 
o f the B iological Survey, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
had charge o f the Federal control o f the game of the 
United States and Alaska. He spent a year trave llin g  the 
whole length of Lower California and crossing from coast 
to coast many times. He was specia lly studying the birds 
and animals and the topography. He has written a 
voluminous report which is now being published by the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington.
"W ill i t  be inconsistent fo r  me to propose that Mr. 
Nelson and myself should draft a game law fo r  your 
consideration and submit i t  to you fo r  your guidance in 
establishing a fin a l law to cover your territo ry?  You 
would then have before you a model showing the result 
o f the best development in game leg is la tion  in this 
country and you could properly adapt i t  by such changes 
as your knowledge of your conditions requires.
"But above a l l  i t  should be recognized that hundreds 
o f thousands of the best Americans are now interested in 
the conservation of wild l i f e  and that such a step on
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your part would at once be widely published and would be 
recognized by these people. You would be considered as 
the most progressive o f Mexican Governors and thus add 
to the admiration already given to your excellent 
administrative a b il it ie s .
" I t  is most d if f ic u lt  fo r the majority o f people among 
Mexicans and Americans to understand and sympathize with 
the others* point of view, with the d iffe ren t customs 
and ideals, manners and ways of l iv in g . Each has behind 
them a d iffe ren t history and inheritance which have 
moulded them. But in the f ie ld  of a rt, litera tu re  and 
recreation they do understand each other and any step 
taken by either which causes sympathy in the fie ld s  of 
aesthetic a c t iv it ie s  assists greatly  in binding the 
friendship o f two alien nations, because i t  involves the 
tastes which are ever mutual between the two.
"My suggestion of your establishing such a game law 
is made owing to my respect fo r  you, and in the hope 
that aside from the material advantages i t  w il l  also 
result in improving the relations between our nations.
"Believe me very fa ith fu lly  yours,
C. Sheldon"
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“Mexicali, March 22f 1919
"Charles Sheldon, Esq.,
O ffice of Naval In telligence,
Washington, D. C.
"My dear S ir :-
" I  thank you very sincerely fo r your esteemed favor 
of the 26th u lt . ,  as well as fo r  your valuable co­
operation with my good friend, Mr. Hutchinson, in the 
satisfactory solving of a l l  the questions that have 
arisen between this D is tric t and the American authorities. 
I  am greatly  obliged fo r  the good words you are kindly 
addressing me, and fo r  your endorsement of my 
administration. Your applause, although not w e ll- 
deserved, is fla tte r in g  to me.
"Begulations have been issued and are in force here 
to res tr ic t hunting and prevent the wanton destruction 
o f wild l i f e .  The shooting season closes the la s t day 
o f February and reopens the f i r s t  of September. Moreover, 
the k ill in g  of wild mountain sheep, of white heron, and 
o f other rare species is absolutely forbidden,
" I t  Is only reasonable to presume that our game 
rulings leave room fo r  convenient alterations and 
improvements, and your enlightened suggestions on this 
important subject w ill be cheerfully welcomed by this 
Government.
"Believe me, dear Mr. Sheldon,
Very truly yours,
E. Cantu"
144
Before World War I I  in the la te  1930*s the Audubon 
Society sponsored a fellowship fo r  a Mr. Nichols to make a 
study of the status o f the desert sheep. The olub made a 
financial contribution to this study. Nichols worked under 
the supervision o f Dr* Vorhees of the University o f Arizona. 
His report proved a contribution to our knowledge of the 
status of sheep in the southwest.
Just a fte r  World War I I  a c r is is  occurred in the status 
o f Dali sheep in Mt. McKinley National Park. Prom an 
estimated herd of 10,000 sheep the numbers had dropped to 
500. The Fish and W ild life  Service assigned Dr. Adolph Murie 
to work fo r  a winter fo r  the Park Service in Alaska to make 
a study on the ground of the factors causing sheep decline. 
Murie transferred to the Park Service and continued his 
studies through several seasons. His f i r s t  report en titled  
The Wolves o f Mt* McKinley was published by the Park Service 
and was subsequently followed by a number o f mimeographed 
reports concerning the sheep population.
Coincidental with the f a l l  in sheep population there 
had been an increase In wolves throughout the north. Mt. 
McKinley National Park was no exception. I t  was to be 
expected that many Alaskans as well as v is it in g  sportsmen 
attributed the sheep decline to wolf predation. Many 
sportsmen and some conservation agencies were sincere in their 
conviction that the wolf was en tire ly  responsible fo r  the 
population f a l l  o f the sheep. These people f e l t  the Park
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Service was d ere lic t In Its  duty In not Immediately carrying 
out drastic wolf control In the park. Unfortunately, the 
controversy reduced I t s e l f  to more of an emotional figh t 
than anything e lse. Pew who were deeply concerned with the 
status of the Dali sheep could view the situation 
dispassionately.
The Park Service took the stand that control would not 
be carried out until Murle had conducted his study and 
analyzed the lim iting factors In the sheep populations. The 
obvious factor to outsiders is always the predator, but there 
are few cases where the predator is the most important factor 
as the coyote apparently can be in the survival of antelope 
fawns. Furthermore, the Park Service has maintained the 
principle that the parks should provide haven for our large 
predators as w ell as the ungulates.
The results o f Murle1s study indicated that the protected 
sheep herds had increased to around 10,000 before 1932.
These sheep compete with each other fo r  winter food by seeking 
the windswept summits where grass is availab le. The f i r s t  
disastrous winter occurred in 1932, and competition fo r  food 
drove some sheep to lower altitudes where many starved and 
some were vulnerable to wolf predation. This winter was 
followed by others o f heavy snows. Murle picked up over 800 
sheep skulls and found the great majority o f the victims were 
lambs or old animals.
I t  was the old story o f an ungulate population increasing
146
In excess o f  I t s  a v a ila b le  w in ter food supply . The high  
population and the heavy w in ters appeared more important 
l im it in g  fa c to rs  than w olves.
During and Just fo llo w in g  Murie*s study proponents o f 
w o lf con tro l prepared a b i l l  which, I f  passed, would fo rce  
the Park Service to con tro l wolves in Mt. McKinley. The 
Boone and Crockett Club voted aga in st supporting th is  b i l l  
a t  the annual meeting in 1946, adhering to a long e stab lish ed  
p o licy  o f making i t s  dec is ion s on the b a s is  o f b io lo g ic a l  
fa c ts  uncovered by Murie. Since seve ra l members o f the club  
s t i l l  held the honest conviction  that wolves were to blame, 
the c lub appointed a w o lf committee and appropriated  $$00  
to send Dr. Harold J. Anthony to Alaska to in ve st ig a te  the 
w o lf problem on the ground. His observations la r g e ly  
supported Murie*s f in d in g s . Because o f  the th reat o f  the 
b i l l ,  lim ited  w o lf  con tro l was f in a l ly  p rac tised  by the Park 
Service but very few wolves were k i l l e d .
Since the w o lf controversy the sheep have s te a d ily  
increased so that now the fu tu re  o f the herds seems s a fe .
The most recent a c t iv i t y  o f  the c lub  in b e h a lf  o f  
mountain sheep was the in it ia t io n  o f a p ro je c t  to re in troduce  
desert sheep in a favo rab le  range in Texas. In 1951 the 
club sent D r. Olaus J . Murie to B ig Bend N ationa l Park to  
in vest iga te  p o ss ib le  areas in the park fo r  re stock in g . His 
report was fa v o ra b le .
In the eai*ly sp ring  o f 1953 Bichard Borden, chairman o f
147
the cluVs Conservation Committee, Dr. Clarenoe Cottam of 
the Pish and W ild life  Service, C. B. Gutermuth of the W ild life  
Management Institu te, and representatives of the Texas Pish 
and Game Dept., made a tr ip  to Big Bend National Park to 
examine possible release s ites . Although an ideal s ite  was 
found in Big Bend, the Park Service decided i t  would be 
against their policy to permit loca l predator control which 
would be advisable in getting a herd of sheep started.
An alternate s ite  in the Black Gap area outside the park 
was agreed upon. This project Is under way as this goes 
to press. I t  is an expensive operation and had to be arranged 
on a cooperative basis. The club Conservation Committee and 
Gutermuth of the Boone and Crockett Club were wholly
P4J'
responsible fo r  in it ia tin g  this project. The cooperating
agencies are the Boone and Crockett Club, Arizona Game and
Pish Commission, Texas Game and Fish Commission, the Fish
and W ild life  Service and W ild life  Management Institute* In
September, 1954, an agreement outlining this operation was
*
drawn up and signed by the cooperators.
As of 1954 there were estimated to be 19#332 bighorns 
in the United States and a lega l k i l l  o f 177» mostly in 
Colorado and Wyoming.
*See Appendix D.
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7 ); etcMountain Goats V
From 1920 to 1923 the club was very active in a plan to 
stock Admiralty Island with mountain goats. Since the 
Alaskans were very interested in the project, the club raised 
money and made several attempts to get goats on the island. 
One of the club’ s main objectives actually was to ingratiate 
i t s e l f  with the Alaskans. This f in a lly  f e l l  through in 1923 
when the individual selected by the B iological Survey to 
capture and transplant goats was unsuccessful.
Since that time goats have been established on Baranof 
Island. Nelson wrote Grinnell on March 3» 192^ that the 
legislatu re of Alaska had appropriated $10,000 to stock 
certain islands in southeastern Alaska with large game. As 
a resu lt, in January ten Sitka black-tailed deer were planted 
on Montague Island and others were captured to place at 
Kaohemak Bay on the Kenal Peninsula. During January fiv e  
goats -  three females and two males -  were liberated on 
Baranof Island, near Sitka.
Musk-ox -fob
In a le t te r  from Sheldon to Grinnell dated January 15, 
1919 the former commented as follows on musk-ox.
MStefansxen and Burnham were here with the proposal 
to stock Alaska with musk oxen. This matter had 
previously been taken up with Riggs, Nelson and myself, 
but Stefanssen has brought here a much broader point of 
view on the whole matter, and has given i t  a rea l start.
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I f  I t  should prove praotloal, I hooe that the Boone and 
Crockett Club w ill  stand behind I t  and promote i t . "
No further history on this proposal was found in the 
records but I t  Is o f interest that in 1930 a herd o f musk­
oxen from Greenland was established on Nunivak Island in 
Alaska and has slowly increased to about 75 animals.
Key Deer
One of the most recent a c t iv it ie s  o f the club in behalf 
o f big game species concerned the most diminutive species of 
white-tailed deer on the continent, the unique species from 
the Florida Keys. Formerly abundant, in 1952 the species 
was reduced to an estimated 5^ individuals, most of which 
were confined to Great Pine Key. I l le g a l k illin g  of the deer 
had reduced the population to a point where they were
threatened with extinction. There was immediate need fo r  11
e ffe c t iv e  patrolling o f the area and the club contributed
#5,000 to hire Mr# Watson who was w ell qualified  to act as
warden fo r  the area. The money was turned over to the Fish
and W ild life  Service. This was the case o f an emergency
when a species was immediately threatened. The follow ing
year this project was supported by the National W ild life
Federation. Federal funds now support warden service in
the area, and the la test report Indicates the Key deer have
increased to over 90 individuals.
More refuge area is required to assure the survival o f
this small deer.
Other Species
In 191^ the club appointed a committee fo r  the 
protection o f walrus and other marine mammals* C. H. 
Townsend, a club member, was a member of the Advisory Board 
of the Pur Seal Service and was prominent in promoting the 
international treaty regulating the take o f fur seals in
the P rib ilo fs .
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CHAPTER VII
WATERFOWL AND OTHER WILDLIFE LEGISLATION
Although the Interest of the club In big game 
conservation was paramount, a c t iv it ie s  of the members 
included work in many fie ld s  of game conservation. Its  
interest in waterfowl has a long history. Members were not 
only interested in perpetuating the sport of wildfowling, 
but recognized the basic importance of federal control of 
migratory birds. The club also was long aware that the 
future of waterfowl would eventually depend on the creation 
of many refuges. Legislation empowering the B iological 
Survey (la te r  the Fish and W ild life  Service) to recommend 
the appropriation of funds to purchase suitable tracts of 
marsh land was a subject o f much concern to the club and 
one which many club members fought va lian tly  fo r  over the 
years.
In his history o f 1910 Grinnell has this to say:
"In the year 1904, Hon. George Shiras, 3d, a member 
of the Club, introduced into the House of Representatives 
a b i l l  whose purpose was to put migratory birds and 
fish  under control of the United States Government. The 
protection of game and fish  has been under the care of 
the local authorities of the d iffe ren t States, and the 
e ffo r t  to transfer them from the charge of the States 
to the charge of the Federal Government, though by most
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people acknowledged to be desirable, was at f i r s t  
believed to be unconstitutional. The matter was 
discussed by a number o f lawyers, among whom were Mr. 
Shiras, Judge D. C. Beaman and Hon. H. L. Stimson.
These three gentlemen took three diverse views o f the 
matter.
” In 1906, Mr. Shiras wrote a long b r ie f on the 
subject, which was printed in that year in Forest and 
Stream. I t  shows much research. The Shiras b i l l  never 
came to a vote, and in fact was introduced only fo r  the 
purpose of bringing the matter before the public.“
This was the f i r s t  enunciation of the principle o f 
federal control o f migratory birds - a principle fo r  which 
the club fought fo r many years until the fina l ra tifica tion  
of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
The Shiras b i l l  fa iled  to pass but fo r  the next nine 
years club members were prominent in agitating fo r  the 
passage of this b i l l .  F ina lly , the Weeks-McLean law was 
passed end became e ffe c t iv e  on March 4, 19 13 . This contained 
many of the essential features o f the Shiras b i l l  and gave 
the Department of Agriculture authority to make and enforce 
regulations which would give adequate protection to migratory
According to Day ( 19^9 ),  the backers o f the Weeks-McLean 
b i l l  (which included many members o f the Boone and Crockett 
Club) realized there was a lo t  o f question about the
birds.
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constitu tlonality o f the b i l l .  They realized also that 
opponents o f the b i l l  would attempt to bring a case testing 
its  constitu tionality to the Supreme Court.
At this point club members played a very important part 
unknown to many people. This was described by Sheldon in a 
le t te r  to Nelson in 1915. This le t te r  is reprinted in fu ll 
in Chapter I I .  He described how Mr. Blihii Root was opposed 
to the Migratory Bird b i l l  on the ground of his b e lie f in 
its  unconstitutionality. As a club member he sympathized 
with its  objectives. According to Sheldon, " I t  was owing 
wholly to the influence that some o f the club members brought 
to bear on him that his active opposition was withdrawn and 
that he appeased his conscience by introducing the resolution 
of international treaties which . . «  would preserve the 
constitu tionality of the b i l l , '1'
This is the resolution Day refers to as the one adopted 
by Congress requesting the President to in it ia te  negotiations 
with other countries of the North American continent looking 
toward the establishment of international trea ties .
Here was an instance where the club leaders decided that 
John Burnham and his American Game Protective Association 
was the log ica l organization to draft a treaty and push i t  
through Congress. There are l i t e r a l ly  scores of le tte rs  on 
this matter and many hours o f conferences between club 
members and Burnham and representatives o f the B iological 
Survey. Club leaders lent Burnham a l l  possible support.
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As is well known, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act became 
law in 1918. The detailed provisions of this b i l l  were 
largely  drafted by club members, Burnham's organization, and 
the B iological Survey. I t  has been declared constitutional 
by the Supreme Court and has proved to be the most important 
Act in the preservation of waterfowl and the perpetuation of 
the sport o f wildfowling.
There is abundant evidence in the club lite ra tu re , in 
various le tte rs  and in the minutes o f executive committee 
meetings that there was a keen awareness o f the need fo r 
many waterfowl refuges to assure the future preservation of 
w ild fow l.
Club members promoted the Public Shooting Grounds-Game 
Befuge B il l  drawn up by E. W. Nelson (Chief o f the B iological 
Survey) in 1921. This contained a provision fo r  setting up 
federal duck refuges and contained a provision fo r a federal 
duck stamp. According to Pearson ( ^  ),  Nelson was the 
f i r s t  one to conceive o f a duck stamp. In the Public 
Shooting Grounds b i l l  fo r ty - fiv e  per oent of the proceeds 
of the stamp was to be used to buy refuge lands and the 
balance fo r  enforcement. This b i l l  was supported by the 
Boone and Crockett Club, Audubon Society, Isaac Walton League 
and the American Game Protective Association. In spite o f 
this support i t  was b itte r ly  attacked by some other sincere 
conservationists who termed i t  "lega lized  duck slaughter."
I t  was largely a case of misunderstanding on the part of its
155
opponents.
The b i l l  passed the House but fa iled  o f passage in the 
Sena t e ,
According to Pearson ( ib id . ). the main provisions of 
this b i l l  were inoluded in a new b i l l  pushed by Senator 
Norbeok en titled  the "Migratory Bird Conservation Act." 
Although i t  included some provisions fo r public shooting, 
the leaving out of the term "public shooting" (with its  
connotation which caused so much opposition) was a big factor 
in its  successful passage of both houses in 1929* Pearson 
( ib id . ) states i t  became law ten years a fte r  Nelson had 
started the Public Shooting Grounds b i l l .
As Gabrielson ( 19^1 ) points out, the passing o f the 
Norbeck-Andresen Migratory Bird Conservation Act ended the 
long battle fo r  lega l authority to purchase and establish a 
system of migratory bird refuges. This b i l l  may be considered 
second in importance only to the Migratory Bird Act in 
preserving waterfowl. Along with the Upper Mississippi River 
Refuge Act (sponsored by the Isaac Walton League) and the 
Bear River Marsh Aot, the program of refuge acquisition and 
development made rapid progress.
In 1928 when Paul G. Redington was chief of the 
B iological Survey, there was need of another federal game 
warden to enforce the Migratory Bird Treaty Act in Currituck 
Sound, North Carolina. No federal funds were availab le. The 
club donated the necessary funds to the B iological Survey to
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employ another warden.
Before the disastrous drought years of the 1930*s there 
was much public clamor fo r drastic reduction of bag lim its . 
The Boone and Crookett Club, the National Audubon Society, 
and other thinking groups were of the opinion that the 
importance of bag lim its was muoh over-emphasized and that 
the perpetuation of waterfowl depended on many more 
fundamental factors. In 1926 the National Association of 
Audubon Societies published Bulletin No. 6 en titled  FEDERAL 
POWER AND DUCK BAG LIMITS: FACTS. Although published 
anonymously, this was written by Sheldon. Some of the 
concluding statements which follow  reflected  the policy of 
Ph illip s , Grlnnell and other club members interested in the 
waterfowl situation.
"SCIENTIFIC ADMINISTRATION OF DUCK CONSERVATION
"We know that hordes o f ducks migrating through 
sections o f the country form separate groups more or 
less independent o f, and unrelated to, each other.
"We do not yet know most o f the facts . Before we 
can learn them d ifferen t breeding areas must be v is ited  
fo r  the purpose of banding ducks. Since su ffic ien t funds 
fo r  such purposes have not been appropriated to the 
Department of Agriculture, study in this d irection has 
been lim ited.
"We do know, however, that the ducks of the Pacific  
Coast are a group wholly separate from that on the
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Atlantic Coast. Conditions, population, habitats, widely 
d if fe r  in both regions.
’’Therefore i t  is bad administration and unscientific 
to make uniform, blanket federal regulations covering 
two groups o f ducks so widely separated. I t  would be 
as in te llig en t as to make the same regulation apply both 
to the deer of California and to those of New York.
They should be regulated independently.
"When we know the facts and can determine the other 
independent migrating groups, each must receive special 
treatment.
" I f  our ducks are to be correctly administered, the 
importance o f determining this problem is obvious.
“THE REAL DANGERS
”At present, ducks are probably at or beyond their 
food supply. Progressive drainage of marsh areas 
throughout the oountry and the lowering of the water 
le v e l in some states have restricted  their f a l l  and 
winter habitats. They have been forced to concentrate 
in other areas and reduce their available food. These 
causes have led to disease and to the dangers of 
starvation and,in some cases, to forced change of 
feeding habits which have become a menace to crops.
"O il polluted and a lk a li waters annually destroy great 
numbers. Disease has been increasing. Adverse conditions 
on their breeding grounds have been destructive to ducks.
158
How muoh we do not know, and oan not know, until the 
breeding grounds shall be v is ited  at the breeding time: 
destruction of the food supply and methods of preserving 
and o f increasing i t ;  droughts; an international treaty 
with Mexico; more systematic study of natural enemies. 
There are other serious factors.
"This is the f ie ld  that needs concentration and 
attention. In i t ,  bag lim its are insign ificant factors. 
The agitation about them only diverts attention and work 
from being directed toward the v ita l  problems.
"THE FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEM
"The maintenance o f our wild fowl depends on correct 
administration, both s c ien tific  and practica l, and on 
increased funds available fo r  that purpose.
"Congress has given complete administrative power to 
the Department o f Agriculture, acting through the 
B iological Survey, To solve this continental problem 
there can be no substitute fo r  this Bureau.
" I t  has fu l f i l le d  its  responsib ilities and produced 
satisfactory results.
"The fundamental dangers that threaten our ducks are 
campaigns o f irresponsible criticism  directed against 
this Bureau and b il ls  in Congress to curta il its  
necessary powers and cripple its  administrative capacity.
"The fundamental necessity on which depends the 
future conservation of our ducks is the strengthening of
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the administrative capacity of this Bureau by the 
confidence and active cooperation of the public, 
including sympathetic constructive criticism , when 
believed to be necessary.
" I f  distrust o f, and agitation against, this Bureau, 
prompted by lack of knowledge of the facts and o f the 
problems, shall continue to the point where p o lit ic a l 
pressure w ill  force the Department of Agriculture to 
base its  administrative methods on uninformed clamor. 
rather than on s c ien tific  practical fa c ts . our ducks 
are doomed.”
In early March, 1926, John C. Ph illip s , Sheldon, and a 
8prominent member of a Cleveland duck dub" held a 
discussion about waterfowl at Sheldon's house in Washington,
D. C. In a le t te r  to Orinnell dated March 14, 1926, Sheldon 
wrote Grinnell as follows:
nWe a l l  believe that the situation in the country 
ca lls fo r more than mere emergency measures. I t  ca lls  
fo r  a permanent organization reaching throughout the 
country that w il l  in the future be devoted to the 
wildfowl interests of the country."
This conversation was the starting point of an 
organization forgotten by many today but called the American 
Wild Fowlers. In 1932 John C. Ph illips privately  published 
a history of this organization, which in it ia l ly  was started 
by Boone and Crockett Club members. Since this account
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portrays well the polloy o f the club and contributes to the 
history o f waterfowl conservation, I t  is reprinted in Appendix 
E in fu l l .  A b r ie f summary of its  aims and accomplishments 
is given below.
This group was organized largely  as a result of the 
agitation against the B iological Survey outlined above.
Badly crippled by lack of funds with which to conduct f ie ld  
research and banding, the Survey lacked facts to combat the 
campaign being waged against i t .  Nelson's Game Refuge b i l l ,  
already discussed, was defeated because of the public 
shooting ground clause.
As Ph illips (1932) points out, "there seemed to be an 
immediate need of some organization which could unite 
sportsmen who were w illin g  and able to help themselves as 
well as to help wildfowl. There was need of educating 
sportsmen to look at wildfowl problems in a broader and more 
national way."
A prominent board of directors was appointed and several 
meetings on organization followed. Boone and Crockett Club 
men were the instigators and leaders of the board o f 
directors and executive committee.
Wildfowlers from duck clubs throughout the country were 
asked to Join, but at that time i t  was decided not to have a 
large membership since i t  was f e l t  a smaller dedicated group 
would be less unwieldy and more e ffe c t iv e  to meet the 
immediate wildfowl problems.
l6l
The principal objectives agreed upon were as follows:
*1 , To interest a l l  persons or groups of persons in the 
in te llig en t preservation and increase of migratory wild 
fowl in order that legitim ate sport and recreation may 
be insured for the present and future generations.
"2. To cooperate with the United States Bureau of 
B iological Survey (Fish and W ild life  Service) and to 
res is t le g is la t iv e  e ffo rts  designed to take away from 
that bureau or department to whioh i t  may be assigned 
the authority necessary to administer the migratory bird 
l i f e  o f the nation*
"3. To assist the B iological Survey in the defense of 
a l l  its  po lic ies  approved by the Executive Committee o f 
the American Wild Fowlers, where its  o f f ic ia ls  in publio 
o ff ic e  may be barred or handicapped from participation. 
"4. To cooperate with a l l  state game agencies in 
leg is la tion  consistent with the po lic ies  o f the 
association.
“5. To cooperate with the Bureau of B iological Survey in 
making a census of our wild fowl.
n6 . To show to the publio that the aotive interest o f 
sportsmen is the principal element in wildfowl 
conservation.
“7 . To assist $n studying the l i f e  h istories of wildfowl 
fo r  the purpose o f more in te llig en tly  administering and 
preserving them, and to help to remedy a l l  conditions
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adversely a ffectin g  them.
” 8 . To cooperate with the constituted authorities to 
suppress the I l le g a l t r a f f ic  in game.”
Mr. Nash Buckingham was employed as f ie ld  secretary and 
on March 1, with Dr. Ph illip s , he opened an o ffio e  in the 
Lenox Building on L Street in Washington.
Although the American Wild Fowlers organization as such 
operated only until 19 3 1 , a good start was made in carrying 
out some o f its  main objectives.
Annual funds were contributed to the B lologioal Survey 
fo r  speoifio  purposes. Fifteen hundred dollars a year was 
given fo r  census work. Funds were provided for f ie ld  studies 
and banding work.
In the spring o f 1928 a f ie ld  party under Mr. Archie 
Hull o f Salt Lake City was sent to Alberta, Canada, to study 
the crow problem in its  relation  to breeding ducks.
The group financed banding trips o f Mr. Frederick 
Lincoln o f the B io logica l Survey to Louisiana, the Potomac 
Elver, and North Dakota.
Mr. Buckingham made a number of f ie ld  trips with 
B iological Survey personnel with the idea of mapping a chain 
o f wildfowl refuges in strategic areas.
Another major contribution of the American Wild Fowlers 
was the hiring o f a number of special law enforcement agents 
to work under the supervision of the B iological Survey.
One of the major accomplishments stemming from this group
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was their work in the f ie ld  o f federal leg is la tion . The 
groundwork fo r  drawing up a new game refuge b i l l  was 
prepared by Mr. Buckingham. With the aid o f several 
in fluen tia l conservationists, among them Dr. P h illip s , Dr. 
Pearson, Mr. Carlos Avery, Mr. Bay Holland and Mr. Seth 
Gordon, the National Committee on Wild L ife  Legislation was 
authorized at a meeting o f the National Association of Game 
Commissioners in Seattle. This association played an 
in fluen tia l part in the passage o f the Norbeck-Andresen b i l l .
The enemies o f the B iological Survey introduced the 
Haugen b i l l  in Congress, which in essence would take bag 
lim it and other federal regulations out o f the hands o f the 
Survey and into those of Congress - a basically unsound 
princip le. The American Wild Fowlers organized opposition 
to this b i l l  on a national scale and i t  was successfully 
defeated.
On May 13, 1931, the American Wild Fowlers as an 
organization came to an end. Several members f e l t  the need 
of a larger organization which became known as "More Game 
Birds in America." This group stemmed from the American Wild 
Fowlers who comprised the in it ia l  membership of the new group 
According to Albert M. De.y (19^9), this organization in turn 
fathered the present-day duck hunting group - Ducks Unlimited 
I t  was Inevitable that the po lic ies  adopted by the American 
Wild Fowlers underwent changes by the time Ducks Unlimited 
was formed. The la tte r  organization has been on the right
traok and has contributed much valuable work in the 
restoration of the breeding grounds o f the pra irie  ducks in 
Canada. I t  may be said that the objectives of the early 
American Wild Fowlers were predominantly drawn up to aid 
financia lly  and cooperate very closely with the B iological 
Survey (Fish and W ild life  Service). I t  recognized this 
federal agency as the lega l administrative body responsible 
fo r waterfowl. Ducks Unlimited has tended in the past to 
work more as an independent agency and often has reported 
optim istica lly  on duck abundance. When its  predictions on 
duck numbers have d iffered  from the Fish and W ild life  Service 
a certain amount o f dissension has followed.
An extremely prominent proponent of conservation 
measures follow ing 1930 was the la te  U. S. Senator Frederick 
C. Walcott of Connecticut. The la tte r  was an active Boone 
and Crockett Club member. F irst elected to the club in 1905» 
Walcott served on the executive committee fo r  twelve years 
between 1918 and 1938. He was elected president in 19^0 and 
served in this capacity until made honorary president in 19^8 ,
Throughout this period, Walcott kept the club advised 
o f conservation work on Capitol H ill and often sought the 
aotlve aid of club members in leg is la tion  he was promoting 
in the Senate.
W alcotts contribution to w ild life  conservation, and 
especially to waterfowl conservation, is well summarized as 
follows by Albert Day (19^9), former chief o f the Fish and 
W ild life  Service:
"Much credit fo r  the growth and evolution from the 
American Game Protective Association to the American 
W ild life  Institu te and then to the W ild life  Management 
Institu te goes to the la te Honorable Frederick C.
Walcott, who was elected in 1929* had long been 
interested in the a c t iv it ie s  of the American Game 
Association and, upon his coming to the Senate, he 
carried his interest In w ild life  conservation Into that 
great body. He was instrumental in having the Senate 
Special Committee on the Conservation o f W ild life  
Resources organized and beoame its  f i r s t  ohairman. As 
such, he aided in the passage o f the Duck Stamp B ill*
He also pressed for the passage o f the f i r s t  Coordination 
Act which decreed that the Bureau of B io logica l Survey 
and the Bureau of Fisheries should be consulted fo r  
advice on how fish  and game would be a ffected by water 
impoundments which Federal construction agencies 
proposed to create."
Through the Boone and Crockett Club, Walcott was active 
in promoting many other Important conservation le g is la t iv e  
measures since the end of World War I .
Mr. J. N. ("Ding” ) Darling, former ch ief o f the 
B iological Survey, in itia ted  the now well-known Cooperative 
W ild life  Research Units. The W ild life  Management Institu te 
was one o f the orig ina l promoters o f these units and has 
contributed to th eir financial support ever since. Set up at
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I s soo
land grant colleges to train students in the profession o f 
w ild life  management, the units are Jointly supported by the 
Pish and W ild life  Service, state conservation departments, 
land grant universities and the W ild life  Management Institu te. 
There are seventeen of these units , and they have supplied a 
reservoir o f trained men in the f ie ld .  The Boone and 
Crockett Club fo r  years promoted the policy of game 
management by trained personnel as opposed to p o lit ic a l 
appointees.
Following the establishment o f the Cooperative W ild life  
Researoh Units, Boone and Crockett Club personnel were active 
in promoting the passage of the Pittman-Robertson Act in 1938. 
This act earmarked the excise taxes of arras and ammunition 
sales to be used fo r game research and management.
Administered by the Pish and W ild life  Service, several m illion 
dollars have become available fo r  putting game management on 
a sound b io log ica l basis. The various states are apportioned 
a share on the basis of population and area. For every 
do llar spent, seventy-five cents comes from the excise tax 
contributed by the federal government and twenty-five cents 
must be appropriated by the sta tes.
The DInge11-Johnson Act followed several years la te r  
and provides funds fo r  fisheries  research and management on 
the same basis.
These acts have been responsible fo r putting game and 
fish  conservation on a sound basis o f the type advocated by 
the Boone and Crockett Club.
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CHAPTER V III  
ALASKA GAME LAW
The most constructive work accomplished by the Boone 
and Crockett Club In the f ie ld  o f game administration was 
the promotion of the Alaska game law in 1924.
The club*s interest in Alaska dates back to the time of 
the gold rush. Other sections of this volume deal in some 
d eta il with the establishment of Mt. McKinley National Park 
and the club‘ s a c t iv it ie s  in behalf of the Alaskan brown bear.
The early Alaska game laws were e ffe c t iv e  as fa r  as game 
leg is la tion  was concerned in those days. Grinnell, in his 
history of the club published in 1910* had this to say of 
the club^ a c t iv it ie s  in promotion of the ea r lie r  laws.
“A fter the discovery of gold in Alaska and the rush 
there o f a horde o f miners and other se ttle rs , an 
enormous destruction of large game animals took place 
in that then unknown region, and in certain d is tr ic ts  
the game was exterminated. Some forms of l i f e  - caribou 
and bears - seemed to be threatened with extinction.
I t  was apparent that game laws were needed here - that a 
foundation must be la id  fo r the protection o f these 
large animals over the one great area belonging to the 
United States, which is s t i l l  unsettled. On the other 
hand, i t  was obvious that game was needed fo r  food for 
the miners, while the natives depended fo r  subsistence 
almost wholly on the wild animals.
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"Early in the year 1902, two members of the Club,
John P. Lacey, of Iowa, and Madison Grant, o f New York, 
prepared a b i l l  to protect the game o f Alaska, whloh 
Mr. Lacey Introduced In the House o f Representatives.
I t  prohibited the k ill in g  of wild game animals, or wild 
birds, fo r  purposes of shipment from the D istric t of 
Alaska. Game animals and birds were defined. Pur­
bearing animals, such as fur seal, sea o tter and a l l  
fur-bearing animals, save bears and sea lions, were 
excepted from the provisions o f the act so fa r as 
native Indians or Eskimo were concerned; but natives 
were not permitted to s e ll  meat or heads. Seasons were 
established fo r  k ill in g  animals and birds, and the 
Secretary of Agriculture was authorized, whenever i t  
should be necessary fo r the preservation of game birds 
or animals, to make and publish rules and regulations 
which should modify the close seasons established in the 
b i l l ,  or further res tr ic t the k ill in g  or en tire ly  
prohibit i t  fo r  f iv e  years. The se llin g  o f hides, skins 
or heads, or their shipment, was forbidden, except fo r  
s c ien tific  purposes. The b i l l  became law.
"When this Act was passed i t  was reported that cold 
storage warehouses were to be bu ilt at Skagway and 
Valdez, where a l l  the meat that could be obtained should 
be frozen and held in de fin ite ly . One purpose o f the 
b i l l  was to cut this o f f ,  but its  ch ief objeot was to
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prevent an export trade by taxidermists in the heads of 
the giant moose and the white sheep, which were then 
greatly sought a fte r . I t  was also regarded as highly 
desirable to establish the prinoiple that a game law was 
needed in the te rr ito ry .
"In March, 1904, a b i l l  was introduced in Congress 
looking to the repeal or modification of the Alaska game 
laws. This repeal, engineered by Senator Dillingham on 
his return from a tr ip  to Alaska, brought on an earnest 
struggle between the Club on the one hand and Senator 
Dillingham on the other. A fter much discussion and the 
production of not a l i t t l e  testimony by both sides, 
Senator Dillingham withdrew the b i l l .
“The present Alaska game law, drafted by Hon* W. E. 
Humphrey in 1908* is a modification of the old law.
" I t  is obvious that a game law fo r  Alaska, to be 
e ffe c t iv e , must have the moral support o f the best 
people in the te rr ito ry . Over a region, much of which 
is s t i l l  untrodden and which is traversed by men who o f 
necessity must l iv e  la rge ly  on the country, a law that 
forbids men to k i l l  food fo r  themselves while traveling, 
cannot have popular support. The vastness of Alaska, 
the conditions of a region yet unsettled, and the 
lim ited number of o f f ic ia ls  who can be called on to 
enforce the law, must make any statute that does not 
appeal to the in telligence o f the settlers  a mere dead
le t te r .
"The present law is quite in e ffe c tiv e , and its  
provisions are enforced only against the exporting 
sportsmen and taxidermists. Against these i t  works 
w e ll.
“The Canadian government in the Yukon Territory has 
good laws, which have pooular support* This is la rge ly  
because they have an e f f ic ie n t  force o f o ff ic e rs , the 
Northwest Mounted Police, and residents of Canada 
reoognize the fact that when these policemen set out to 
arrest a man they do not stop until they have got him.
In Alaska the game laws are supposed to be enforced by 
the United States Marshals, most of whom fe e l no interest 
whatever in the game laws, and w ill not start out to 
look fo r  a man unless guaranteed expenses o f ten dollars 
a day. The Canadian government endeavors to make i t  
easy fo r  its  citizens to supply themselves with meat, 
but when the k il l in g  reaches undue proportions, or the 
game leaves a certain d is tr ic t  where i t  has been 
abundant, hunting in that d is tr ic t  is  stopped fo r  a time. 
Their laws give power to the police to do many things, 
but they also hold the polioe s tr ic t ly  accountable fo r  
their actions. In this way they get from them excellent 
service. The United States Marshals, on the other hand, 
are not held to s tr ic t  responsib ility , and exert 
themselves only in situations where public opinion 
insists that they do so.
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" I f  Congress w il l  set aside as a game refuge some 
considerable tract o f Alaska land where no mines are 
known to ex is t, and In a te rr ito ry  suitable fo r  the 
winter and summer ranges o f moose, caribou and wild sheep, 
muoh may be done to preserve Alaska game. I t  seems clear 
that the great brown bears of the Alaska Peninsula, o f 
the coast to the southward, and o f the islands, must 
take their chance of survival. I t  w il l  probably be long 
before they w ill  be exterminated, and before then some 
means may be devised fo r  setting aside a reservation for 
them."
The background of the 192^ law dated back to World War
I .  Sheldon, who had many friends in Alaska and a keen 
awareness of the people and country, devoted his e ffo r ts  fo r 
many years to getting the support o f the Alaskans, especia lly 
fo r  the Boone and Crockett Club. I t  was realized  that any 
game law promoted by "easterners" would be worthless In 
Alaska unless backed by the Alaskan residents.
The history o f the Sulzer b i l l  w8s a case in point.
This was proposed presumably as a war measure to lega lize  
sale o f game. The Alaskan people were so lid ly  behind i t ,  
and support from the Boone and Crockett Club would be a long 
step forward in gaining active cooperation by the Alaskans, 
thus paving the way fo r  their future support fo r  an e ffe c t iv e  
game law.
The proposed b i l l  was much misunderstood by most o f the
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we11-meanlug oonservationists. Theodor© Roosevelt o rig in a lly  
opposed I t  sinoe he had been misinformed of its  purpose. In 
a le t te r  to Governor Riggs dated April 2, 1918, Roosevelt 
reversed his stand, due oh ie fly  to the follow ing le t te r  
(with several inolosures) to him from Sheldon. This le t te r  
is a good description and record o f the b i l l .
“16th and Webster St.
Washington, D.C.
April 6 , 1918
“Dear Col. Roosevelt:
“The agitation against the Sulzer b i l l ,  now before 
Congress, has fin a lly  resulted in so presenting the 
opposition before the Alaska people as to oause them to 
believe that you personally are leading the figh t 
against i t .  The whole Alaska Press are, therefore, in 
blazing headlines and ed ito r ia ls , making you a subject 
o f unfavorable comment. I  enclose clippings from 
newspapers o f three widely separated d is tr ic ts .
“ I  think that you should know th is , and also I  do not 
believe that your attitude on this b i l l  has been defined 
su ffic ien tly  enough to Justify the present b e lie f  o f 
the Alaska people.
“A reasonable opinion on this b i l l  cannot be formed 
without a careful study of loca l conditions and the 
relation o f Alaska game to the people, and a broad point 
o f view toward its  conservation, independently of the 
clamor against this b i l l  - clamor resulting in part from
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laok of fam ilia rity  with the whole Alaska game question.
"Therefore I  am laying the facts before you at some 
length, so that i f  you care to do so, you may be able 
to understand the situation, and form you own ooinion 
on the whole question.
"Last f a l l  the Pood Administration told me that the 
pressure was so great that they f e l t  obliged to 
recommend some relaxation o f the game laws in the United 
States* I  personally arranged a meeting of several 
interested, with the result that the Food people were 
persuaded to stand out against relaxation o f the game 
laws and I  dictated a memorandum which they have since 
used to prevent i t  - I  enolose a copy - You w ill  see 
that this is s tr ic t ly  in accord with the message you sent 
to the Game Convention in New York and this is a l l  that 
John Burnham (so he te l ls  me) had in mind when he asked 
you to send that statement.
" I  never knew a game conservationist comparatively 
to have Alaska in mind when discussing the application 
o f game laws in the United States.
"In 1902 and again in 1908 the Alaska game laws were 
passed and signed by yourself. Owing to special Alaska 
conditions this law admitted practices rad ica lly  
d iffe ren t from those advocated in the United States. But 
with a l l  its  fau lts , the Alaska game law, i f  reasonably 
enforced, Is more e ffe c t iv e  to conserve game than any
17^
other game law on this continent and you may well he 
proud to have advocated and signed these laws.
"From the beginning, the Alaska law has permitted 
game le ga lly  k illed  to be sold. But in a l l  d is tr ic ts  
south of latitude 62° the Secretary of Agriculture has 
prohibited the sale of game. The conditions north o f 
62° have not Justified such a prohibition.
"The Sulzer b i l l  was a result of the request of the 
Fairbanks people last spring. Nelson drew up the b i l l ,  
approved i t  and brought i t  to me. I approved i t  most 
emphatically.
" I t  is nothing but a s ligh t amendment of the present 
law, to la s t, only north o f 62°, during the war. I t  
improves the present law by shortening the open season, 
inaugurating a tagging system fo r  game to be sold, and 
by forbidding the k ill in g  o f female sheep. The present 
law permits game le ga lly  k illed  to be sold during the 
open season and fo r  f ifte e n  days a fte r . The only 
relaxation in the Sulzer law is one which permits the 
game le ga lly  k illed  during the open season to be sold 
fo r  about three months longer (the practical resu lt, see 
hearings). I f  observed, the Sulzer law w il l  have no 
e ffe c t  whatever on the game reserve, and w ill  improve 
present conditions of k il l in g  game. My reasons for 
supporting this b i l l  are given in a le t te r  to Madison 
Grant written las t summer which I  enclose, Grinnell
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approved this b i l l  »  see his le t te r  enclosed. John 
Burnham approved this b i l l .  The Camp Fire Club, a fte r  
a thorough discussion, approved this b i l l  la s t summer.
Mr. Hoover approved this b i l l  and wrote a le t te r  to 
Claude Kitchen endorsing i t .
nI  heard nothing more about i t ,  until I  was asked to 
speak before the Congressional Committee in early 
February. See hearing February 5 th. I t  appears that 
Henry W. E ll io t ,  of bad repute in fur seal matters, had 
been watching the b i l l  fo r  others. He telegraphed the 
results o f this hearing to New York. Immediately one 
individual made a spectacular mlsrepresentation of the 
b i l l  to the New York Sun which contained columns and 
headlines fo r  two days a lleg ing that the sale o f game, 
wholesale butchering, etc. etc . had been thrown wide open 
in a l l  Alaska. Naturally the public having known nothing 
about i t ,  condemned the b i l l  as would any other game 
conservationist a fte r  reading the Sun a rtic les .
"Clause 2 in the b i l l  read that game le ga lly  k illed  
could be ‘ sold at any time.* Those o f us who understood 
the situation knew that under loca l conditions game under 
this clause could not be sold longer than May 1st or 
ea r lie r  and cold storage could not resu lt, (see hearings) 
But the f i r s t  hearing demonstrated that others could not 
understand this and Sulzer at once arranged with me to 
lim it the time o f sale to May 15th, thus cutting out a l l
1?6
possible cold storage. (See hearings part 11*)
“The Boone and Crookett Club did not lik e  Clause 2 
and offered a reconstructed clause to accomplish the 
object o f the b i l l .  Sulzer accepted this and so amended 
his b i l l  In part 11  o f the hearings, and that is the 
present Sulzer b i l l*
“The opposition to this b i l l  in the hearings 
demonstrated a deplorable lack o f understanding the 
present Alaska law, and an acknowledged unfam iliarity 
with loca l conditions affected by the b i l l .  I  c a ll 
your special attention to my statement in Part 11 of 
the hearings on the b i l l .  A few days a fte r  th is , one 
conservationist sent out to the Press a statement 
consisting o f deliberate l ie s  and malicious misrepresenta­
tions o f the whole matter. ( I  use d irect language as 
in the past you have often been forced to do.) The press 
throughout the country took i t  up, published i t  widely, 
and condemned me.
” 1 have given years o f study and a c tiv ity  to saving 
Alaska game and my knowledge on the whole question is 
based on actual experience.
“ I enclose: 1. Memo of the Pood Administration to
which your statement applied.
2. Letter to Grant giving my reasons fo r 
supporting the b i l l .
3. Grinnell*s le t te r  approving the b i l l .
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Original Alaska game law clause 
permitting sale of game.
5. Hearings.
6 * «• •
7. Statement of Boone and Crockett Club 
as to its  responsib ility fo r  orig ina l 
b i l l .
8. My statement to the Club on the problem 
of saving Alaska game.
H..•  Thus you have the whole situation and you oan 
study i t  as fa r as you may care to occupy your leisure 
time. I  have been asked to return the borrowed newspaper 
clippings and would appreciate i t  i f  you would return 
them a fte r  reading them.
"Sincerely yours,
C. Sheldon"
During these years there was tremendous pressure 
during World War I  to relax game regulations everywhere. 
Sheldon met with the Food Administration Commission and wrote 
a memorandum on suggested policy fo r game which the commission 
adopted. Hoover requested him to serve on the Food 
Administration Commission in an o f f ic ia l  oapacity to handle 
game matters, but Sheldon declined on the grounds that his 
service in an o f f ic ia l  oapacity might w ell be misconstrued 
as condoning the k ill in g  of game fo r food. He, with the 
support o f others, v irtu a lly  prevented the relaxing o f game
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laws in the United States during this crucial period. He 
persuaded Hoover to support the Sulzer b i l l*
The timing of the new Alaska game law was o f extreme 
importance to assure passage.
During and just a fte r  the war the o r is is  in the Alaskan 
brown bear matter, described elsewhere in this volume, became 
acute. The Alaskans were not in any mood to support any 
kind of leg is la tion  on Alaska game matters proposed by 
"easterners.H
To pave the way, Sheldon appeared as the only outside 
supporter to Governor Riggs in a hearing considering an 
appropriation b i l l  fo r  game wardens in Alaska in 1920. He 
sim ilarly was instrumental in persuading Burnham and others 
to support appropriations (about 19 2 1 ) fo r  warden service in 
Mt. McKinley National Park to prevent market hunting. In 
1922 he appeared before a congressional committee to prevent 
a slash in the game proteotion appropriation for Alaska.
Sheldon, in conferences with E. W. Nelson, wrote a new 
law whioh he f e l t  sure would receive the support o f the 
Alaskans. In e f fe c t ,  i t  placed the Secretary o f Agriculture 
in charge of game with the advice o f a loca l game commission 
made up of Alaskans.
About this time, the Boone and Crookett Club appointed 
an Alaska committee composed of Henry Bannon o f Ohio and 
Sheldon to promote the new law.
In a le t te r  to Grlnnell dated January 8, 1926, Sheldon
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gave a b r ie f history o f the passage o f this law. He and 
Bannon got I t  through the senate committee by talking with 
each member of the committee. The Bame two men saw every 
committee member in the House, and Sheldon wrote the House 
Committee report. I t  was easily  passed and Sheldon got for 
the Boone and Crockett Club the pen with which the President 
signed i t .
Sheldon said in a le t te r  to Grinnell dated July 23,
“ In fac t, the Alaska Game B ill,a s  a pure safeguard 
administrative measure in its  theory and broad features, was 
written by a member (Sheldon) o f the Club."
He regarded the passage o f this b i l l  s tr ic t ly  due to 
e ffo rts  o f the Boone and Crockett Club members (Bannon and 
Sheldon).
Host important, he predicted the administrative principle 
o f the b i l l  would be eventually adopted in d iffe ren t form by 
most states. This has proved to be the case in those states 
with sound and progressive game departments.
The Alaska Game Act was approved January 13th, 19^5• 
According to Horace Albright this was one of the fin est 
game laws ever drawn*
The Brookings Institu te in 19^9 published in its  series 
"Service Monograph o f the U. S. Government" No. 5^, Tk©
Bureau of B io logica l Survey, the follow ing in regard to the 
Alaska Game Act:
” . . .  exceptionally s k il lfu l piece o f leg is la tion  in that
i t  provides fo r  two exceedingly desirable objects which
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in the years since 1908 had frequently appeared to be 
hopelessly antagonistic and does i t  moreover without 
doing violence to e ither. That is to say i t  
establishes unity of control as to a l l  forms of Alaskan 
land w ild life  under B iological Survey and at the same 
time recognizes the healthy and in every way desirable 
Alaskan passion fo r home rule, and accords i t  a measure 
o f power and influence which i t  had never theretofore 
enjoyed. Mr. Charles Sheldon of the Boone and Crockett 
Club long deeply Interested in the fauna of the northern 
te rr ito ry  and probably as well-informed as any person 
upon the history and trends of American game protective 
leg is la tion  declared at the time of the law’ s passage 
that i t  was a model game act and that sim ilar statutes 
would in time be adopted in various states o f the Union.1*
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CHAPTER IX
RECORDS OF NORTH AMERICAN BIO GAME AND
NORTH AMERICAN BIO GAME COMPETITIONS
Since 1932 the Boone and Crockett Club has achieved 
national recognition as the authority on setting up standards 
fo r  measuring and rating North American big game trophies.
In a book published by the Boone and Crookett Club in
Grinnell and Theodore Roosevelt, an account is given of the 
f i r s t  e f fo r t  to rate trophies according to measurement.
The measurements were confined to heads displayed at the 
Madison Square Garden Sportsmen's Exposition.
The f i r s t  tru ly national attempt to gather and record 
measurements on North American big game was undertaken by 
the la te  Prentiss N. Gray, a member of the club. Under the
published in 1932. This included an account o f each speoies Y
the Records o f Big Game, describes the subsequent history in 
the la test publication, Records o f North American Big Game. 
published in 1952. He discusses Gray's book and goes on to 
say;
"In 1939 'North American Big Game' was sponsored by 
the Club and not only broadened the records l is t s  but 
also included interesting chapters on hunting various
1895, en titled  Hunting in Many Lands. edited by George Bird (
la t te r 's  auspices, Records o f North American Big Game was
by recognized authorities.
Samuel B. Webb, chairman of the current committee o f
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species o f big game and related subjects suoh as 
equipment, r i f le s  and photography* At that time the 
Club knew that, in general, length and spread were 
important elements in ranking trophies, but i t  fu lly  
rea lized  that they were not necessarily the determining 
factors. Weight, symmetry, the number*and size o f 
points on antlered trophies and the breadth as well as 
the length of the skulls o f carnivores should receive 
proper consideration.
nPublication of these two volumes whereby trophies 
were ranked numerically by a single measurement 
precipitated much argument. Two formulae systems 
resulted ~ the f i r s t  originated and copyrighted by Dr. 
James L. Clark in 1935, the seoond devised by Grancel 
P itz  in 1939. Each received some recognition but 
neither achieved universal acceptance, although they 
provided the basic background fo r  the new Internationally 
recognized o f f ic ia l  system.
“ In 19^9 the Boone and Crockett Club recognized the 
need fo r  a single standard system o f accepted authority 
and requested that an independent committee be appointed 
fo r  the purpose o f developing one. This committee was 
established and i t  included Dr. Harold E. Anthony,
Milford Baker, Frederick K. Barbour, Dr. James L. Clark, 
Grancel P itz , and Samuel B. Webb, chairman. The goal of 
this committee was to establish mathematical system
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that would automatically stand the best of rating 
trophies in accordance with their over-a ll excellence 
rather than by one measurement as heretofore."
Suoh a system was successfully developed. Bemeasuring 
and reranking trophies was a tremendous task* Webb and 
his committee deserve a great deal of oredit fo r  the 
performance o f this arduous work. Details on the accepted 
method fo r  measuring trophies is fu lly  described in the 
committee*s recently published Records pf. North American 
Big Game (1952).
The work o f the committee has not stopped with the 
publication mentioned above. The Boone and Crockett Club, 
fo r  a number o f years, has been holding competitions to award 
prizes fo r  the fin est trophies of North American big game 
submitted to the Committee on Records. Each year a dinner 
and display o f entries has been held at the American Museum 
of Natural History.
Keeping a current f i l e  o f record heads is a never-ending 
task and i t  w il l  come as a surprise to many that several 
world*s records have toppled even sinoe the publication 
referred to above.
The purpose o f these competitions has been misunderstood 
by many. Basically, the Boone and Crockett Club is interested 
in encouraging selective hunting. Any b io log is t knows that 
the most expendable members o f any big game population are 
the old mature males. Most big game mammals are polygamous.
18^
As pointed out In previous chapters, modern game management 
has demonstrated that the problem of keeping our big game 
herds in a healthy condition depends on reducing the 
population to the carrying capacity o f its  winter range.
I t  should be emphasized that the objective of the club 
is not to increase the quantity of game k illed  but very 
d e fin ite ly  'to increase the quality. The sportsman who isy_.
w illin g  to leave the automobile roads, pass up game which is 
shot s tr ic t ly  fo r  meat, and partake of the high adventure o f 
strenuous hunting fo r  a worthwhile trophy, has achieved a 
standard of ethics fo r  whioh the club has stood for many 
years.
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CHAPTER X
HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN COMMITTEE tH* ’F&R
PffoT&zT%'$M
FG&-BGONE -A ND CROCKETT- MISTeRY 
By Harold Jefferson Coolldge
The Boone and Crookett Club was responsible fo r  the 
establishment o f the American Committee fo r  International 
Wild L ife  Protection in 1930* The way this was brought about 
was documented in a "B rie f History of the Formation of the 
American Committee fo r  International Wild L ife  Protection" 
which I  wrote up in 1931 at Madison Grant*s insistence 
because he said that in future years people would want this 
information and i t  was very advisable to have a clear 
picture o f just how suoh an organization came into existence.
The a c t iv it ie s  behind the organization of the American 
Committee fo r  International Wild L ife  Protection may be 
divided into three parts. The f i r s t  of these was the work 
of the Dutch and Belgian Committee led by Mr. P. G. Van 
Tienhoven of Amsterdam. In the years 1922-24 he became a 
personal friend of Mr. William Ph illip s , our ambassador to 
Holland. Through this friendship, Mr. Van Tienhoven, the 
nature protection ist, f i r s t  began to interest Americans in 
the idea of international wild l i f e  conservation.
From 1927-1930 Dr. J. C. Ph illip s , brother o f Mr. 
William Ph illip s , cooperated with Mr. Van Tienhoven in 
international conservation work. As a resu lt, the Boone and
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Crockett Club Invited these two gentlemen to their annual 
dinner In 1930. They unfortunately could not attend, but a 
committee was organized at that annual meeting fo r the 
purpose of Investigating and helping the movement among the 
continental countries fo r  International nature protection 
led by Van Tlenhoven and Derscheid. This is described in a 
la te r  paragraph.
The second avenue of influence that led to the formation 
o f the committee arose largely  through the Interest cjf, cgsmbeĵ S. 
o f the Boone and Crockett Club and others who had hunted, 
photographed, or made s c ien tific  collections in various parts 
o f A frica , and particu larly the regions within the British 
Empire. This sentiment was crysta llized  into action by the 
v is i t  o f Mr. C.W. Hobley, Secretary o f the Society fo r  the 
Preservation of the Fauna o f the Empire, to this country in 
1930. He aroused so much Interest in the work that his 
sooiety was doing fo r  protecting mammals in Africa that, 
large ly  through the e ffo rts  o f Mr. Madison Grant and Mr.
Kermit Roosevelt, $9*550 was raised to help his sooiety. An 
urgent need was f e l t  fo r  the creation o f some organization 
in this country to c rys ta llize  and concentrate the sympathy 
and support expressed by many fo r  the work being done toy 
the Society fo r  the Preservation of the Fauna o f the Empire.
The third avenue of influence was the fee lin g  that the 
time was ripe fo r  a centralization o f United States e f fo r t  
directed towards wild l i f e  protection on a world-wide basis
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without reference to national boundaries.
In 1925 and 1929, King Albert of Belgium established in 
the mountains o f the Congo the Parc National Albert modeled 
somewhat on our national parks only reserved for s c ien tific  
purposes. The formation of this park was the culmination 
of many years o f work by Carl Akeley and la te r  Dr. Dersoheld. 
Dr. Van Stralen of Brussels also deserves mention. American 
members were appointed to the Park Advisory Committee by the 
Belgian ambassador to this country, and included H. P. Osborn, 
J. C. Merriam, and Mary J. Akeley.
In I 929, Remington Kellogg o f the U. S. National Museum 
was appointed chairman of a special committee established by 
the American Society of Mammalogists to deal with whale 
conservation and he was the o f f ic ia l  United States delegate 
to the Berlin International Conference on Whale Conservation 
(A p r il, 1930).
In May, 1928, the f i r s t  o f f ic ia l  meeting o f the 
International Committee fo r  Bird Preservation was held in 
Geneva where seventeen nations were represented. This was 
in a large measure due to the e ffo rts  o f T. G ilbert Pearson, 
president o f the National Association of Audubon Societies, 
and grew out o f a London meeting in June, 1922, where four 
countries had been represented. Pearson was appointed 
chairman of the International Committee.
In addition to these committees many a rtic les  lik e  
Henry B. Carey*s on Saving the Animal L ife  o f A frica (May,
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1926, Journal o f Mammalogy),. Carl Akeley*s writings, and a 
number of others Inoreased in this country the awareness of 
the need for aotion in the f ie ld  of international conservation 
and had their influence upon the birth o f the American 
Committee whioh was founded by the Boone and Crockett Club 
in the follow ing manner.
At the annual meeting o f the Boone and Crockett Club 
(January, 1930), Major F. R. Burnham, recently returned from 
A frica , gave a ta lk  illu s tra tin g  the changes that have taken 
place in Africa during the las t twenty-five years and urging 
the necessity of America taking a hand in game preservation 
there. At the business meeting a motion drawn by Dr. John 
C. Ph illips and myself was presented to the olub by me. The 
motion pointed out the work that was being done in Europe 
along these lines and suggested that a committee be appointed 
to represent the olub to handle a l l  a ffa irs  dealing with 
international w ild l i f e  protection. This motion was adopted 
and a committee appointed by Mr. Madison Grant, not only to 
represent the Boone and Crockett Club, but also to represent 
American sympathy and Interest in international wild l i f e  
protection. Each member o f the committee was, in turn, to 
represent some Important recognized institu tion  interested 
in some phase o f this work.
Mr. Grant thereupon constituted the Executive Committee, 
which was made up as follows.
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Dr* John Ph illip s , chairman
(fo r  the Boone and Crockett Club)
Mr, Kermit Roosevelt
( fo r  the New York Zoological Society)
Mr. George Pratt
( fo r  the American Museum of Natural History)
Mr. Harold J. Coolidge, J r ., secretary 
( fo r  the Boone and Crockett Club)
This committee was vested with the power to add to its  
members by e lecting one representative from each institu tion 
which is interested in zoology and conservation throughout 
the country; also with the power to seleot a representative 
to cooperate with foreign powers and represent the United 
States at meetings abroad* In addition, this committee would 
guide the raising o f funds fo r  such organizations as the 
Society fo r  the Preservation of the Fauna o f the British  
Empire as fa r as this country was concerned.
Dr, Ph illips o f the Executive Committee called its  f i r s t  
meeting fo r May 8 , 1930 at the New York Harvard Club. At 
this meeting i t  was voted that the follow ing institutions 
in addition to those on the Executive Committee be 
represented on the Advisory Committee.
Museum of Comparative Zoology
Field Museum of Natural History
Smithsonian Institu tion
Academy of Natural Sciences o f Philadelphia
California Academy o f Sciences
American Society of Mammaloglsts
Camp Fire Club o f America
Wilderness Club
For its  f i r s t  eight years (1930-1938) the Committee 
made its  headquarters at the Museum of Comparative Zoology
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in Cambridge, Massachusetts, under the chairmanship of 
Dr. John C. Ph illips and the secretaryship o f Harold J. 
Coolldge* During this time the Committee issued its  f i r s t  
publications and the o ffic e  became a center fo r  co llecting  
data on species of fauna threatened by too lib e ra l game laws 
or the expansion of commercial enterprises. The o ff ic e  also 
served as an information center to supply accurate data on 
wild l i f e  protection throughout the world by carrying on a 
wide correspondence, as well as by preparing popular a rtic les  
and short-wave radio talks, and its  o ffic e rs  addressed 
various organization meetings on the subject.
Some members o f the Committee undertook to assemble 
information in the course o f th eir travels. The secretary 
did this in a six-months’ tr ip  to Asia and Europe in 1931, 
and to southeast Asia in 1937, while Dr. Thomas Barbour 
v is ited  the principal parks and preserves in South A frica 
in 1934 and again in 1935- Mr. Bobert T. Moore was 
instrumental in assisting with in it ia tin g  the Galapagos 
Islands proteotive leg is la tion  by the Government o f Ecuador 
in 1935, and James L. Clark reported on measures fo r  fauna 
protection on his return from French Indo-China.
In 1930 the United States Government had enacted a 
section in the Vandergrift T a r iff  Act which forbids the 
importation of birds and mammals and parts thereof where 
such species are protected in the country of orig in , except 
in special cases. In spite of this leg is la tion  certain
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animal dealers were found to be v io la tin g  this provision 
and therefore the Committee circulated a resolution to 
leading zoological gardens and museums ca lling  th eir attention 
to the follow ing:
"Under progressive exploitation o f natural resources 
throughout the earth pressure on many interesting 
species has been such as to bring alarming reduction in 
numbers or even extermination in numerous forms of both 
animals and plants.
"In view of th is , while i t  is important that 
representatives o f the fauna and flo ra  o f the world 
should be preserved in museums,, zoological gardens and 
arboretums fo r  s c ien t ific  study, in future specimens o f 
the rarer species need to be obtained with discretion 
in order that co llecting  in the name o f science may not 
lead to actual extermination.
" I t  is urged that organizations and private collectors 
agree to carry on zoological exploration, co llecting  and 
purchasing o f specimens in such a manner as not to injure 
or endanger the continued existence o f any form. We ask 
the assent and cooperation o f a l l  interested agencies in 
this important matter.*
In response to this resolution signed pledges were received 
from many institutions that they could be oounted upon to 
respect this pledge.
Also, a special committee was appointed to keep a oloser
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watoh on the g o r illa  situation which got out of hand during 
World War I I  when more than sixty young animals died while 
awaiting shipment to this country.
In the early years o f the American Committee some of 
its  most e ffe c t iv e  work was accomplished by Its  chairman,
Dr. John 0* Ph illip s , who participated as an observer in the 
International Conference in London in 1933 when the 
Convention fo r  the Protection o f African Fauna and Flora 
was f i r s t  established and became a pattern fo r  other sim ilar 
conventions to fo llow .
Dr« Ph illips returned from that conference, which 
concerned i t s e l f  principally with the larger African animals, 
with the oonviotion that there was a basic need fo r  the 
compilation of our present knowledge concerning the extinct 
and vanishing mammals, i f  we were to plan in te llig en tly  fo r  
the future preservation o f w ild l i f e  in this fast-changing 
world. Suoh a compilation could serve as a sound foundation 
fo r  future plans that would have to be developed to meet the 
ever-increasing threats of extermination. This research 
oould also spotlight the species that are most threatened 
and reveal probably causes of extinction that might suggest 
new lines of e ffe c t iv e  action to improve th eir chanoes of 
survival.
Dr. Francis Harper was engaged to prepare a book on the 
Extinct and Vanishing Mammals o f the Old World (19^5)
Dr. Glover M. Allen prepared a sim ilar one on the Western
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Hemisphere (19^2) as special publications o f the American 
Committee.
In 1938 the o ff ic e  o f the American Committee accepted 
the invitation  of the New York Zoological Society to make 
its  headquarters in the New York Zoological Park. Mr. Childs 
Friok, a Boone and Crockett Club member, was eleoted 
chairman, and Dr. W. Reid B la ir, Director o f the Zoological 
Park, became secretary, la te r  to be followed by George E. 
Brewer, Jr. and Lee S. Crandall, a l l  o f them ably assisted 
by Miss Edith H. Franz, assistant secretary fo r  over 
seventeen years.
During the past seventeen years, most o f i t  under the 
inspiring chairmanship o f Childs Frick, the Committee^ work 
has been primarily concerned with supporting international 
a c t iv it ie s  which contribute to the furthering o f measures to 
preserve threatened and vanishing species and the advancement 
o f international cooperation through conferences, trea ties , 
organizations which w il l  help to bring this about. Principal 
e ffo rts  have been devoted to the development of a New World 
Convention to further conservation in the Americas, the 
establishment and support o f the a c t iv it ie s  of the IUPN and 
the furthering o f conservation measures in the Pac ific  area. 
The Committee also brought out the Harper and Allen reports 
already mentioned and Mr. James C. Greenway completed a 
manuscript on the recently extinct and vanishing species of 
birds which the Committee expects to publish in the near
future.
During the war, thanks in large measure to the in it ia t iv e  
o f F a ir fie ld  Osborn, twenty-eight men from nine s c ien tific  
institutions combined their e ffo rts  to produce a 
s c ien t if ic a lly  sound popular book illu stra ted  with colored 
maps en titled  "The Pac ific  World" primarily fo r  the use o f 
Americans on overseas duty in the Pac ific  area. This 
publication was so successful that i t  was followed by a 
Pac ific  World Series o f greatly needed popular books, 
likewise made available by the Infantry Journal in th eir 
Fighting Forces series, on the subject o f mammals, Insects, 
rep tile s , plant l i f e ,  fishes and shells, and native peoples 
o f the Paoific  World. The American Committee owes gratitude 
not only to the Publication Committee o f the Paoifio  World 
Series, but also to the authors o f the separate volumes, who 
by th eir volunteer e f fo r t  made possible this important war 
project under the auspices o f the American Committee fo r  
International Wild L ife  Protection.
The Committee^ a c t iv it ie s  to further conservation in 
the New World became rea lly  active with the sending out o f 
a questionnaire in 1938 to **00 correspondents in Latin 
America asking about national parks, game reserves, and 
existing laws, and led to the establishment o f a Pan-American 
sub-committee o f three, two of whoa* were Boone and Crockett 
Club members, which cooperated with the Pan-American Unicm 
in the preparation of a New World Convention in itia ted  at 
the Eighth International Conference at American States at
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Lima, Peru, in December, 1938, and drafted In May, 19^0, by 
a committee o f experts from eighteen o f the twenty-one 
American Republics. By 1943 this Convention had been signed 
by a l l  but three o f the Republics and la te r  i t  was ra t if ied  
by twelve, including the United States.
Since the end o f World War I I  the Committee’ s present 
chairman has devoted considerable time and e f fo r t  to 
international conservation a c t iv it ie s  through the International 
Union fo r  the Protection o f Nature as w ell as through other 
channels in the Pacific  Area. In 1948 he and George Brewer 
represented the American Committee at the Fontainebleau 
Conference called by UNESCO with the aid o f the French 
government where the IUPN was founded, and he became the 
f i r s t  U. S. Vice-President o f the Union. Since then he has 
played an active part in en listing  other United States and 
foreign organizations in support o f the Union and has 
represented the American Committee at three General Assemblies 
o f the Union in Brussels, Caracas and Copenhagen, serving as 
chairman o f th e ir committee now known as “The Survival 
Service" which concerns I t s e l f  with the preservation of 
gravely threatened species o f flo ra  and fauna. This Union 
a c tiv ity  arose from a resolution adopted at an International 
Technical Conference fo r  the Protection o f Nature held in 
19^9 at Lake Success which gave rise to the f i r s t  o f f ic ia l  
l is t in g  of gravely threatened species by the Union. The 
"Survival Service" is ac tive ly  engaged in assembling
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information and advising governments on measures to assist 
in the preservation o f endangered species.
In the Paoifio the 19^6 Pacific  Scienoe Conference in 
Washington led to the establishment by the National Research 
Council of the Pacific  Scienoe Board and oalled attention 
to the need fo r  conservation work in the islands which i t  
was hoped might be assisted by the Pac ific  War Memorial. 
Subsequently the Pacific  Scienoe Board established a Committee 
on Conservation in Micronesia with panels in Washington and 
Honolulu which advises the Trust Territory Administration 
on conservation matters*
The Pac ific  Science Congresses in New Zealand (19^9) 
and Manila (1952) have had active programs dealing with 
Pac ific  conservation* The Pac ific  Science Association has 
a standing ooramittee on Paoifio  conservation of which the 
American Committee ohairman has long been a member. The six 
government South Pac ific  Commission is Increasingly 
interested in conservation problems in the Paoific  Islands, 
and the American Committee’ s Interests are represented by 
the author,s membership in their Research Council.
In 195** the American Committee became incorporated and 
the statement o f purpose setting forth  the objectives in its  
bylaws describes its  a c t iv it ie s :
"To further the conservation and preservation of 
threatened and vanishing forms o f wild l i f e  in the 
various regions of the world by: ( 1 ) stimulating,
promoting and financing research Into the status and 
ecology o f threatened species of wild l i f e ;  (2 ) 
publishing and disseminating information dealing with 
the current status of a l l  wild l i f e ;  and (3 ) lending 
assistance to national and international organizations 
concerned with wild l i f e  conservation, with special 
reference to a c t iv it ie s  outside the United States**
Up until a year ago the American Committee held the 
annual meeting o f its  advisory board, now numbering th ir ty - 
e igh t, in New York on the day of the Boone and Crockett 
Club dinner* The members o f the Committee usually also 
attended the Boone and Crockett Club luncheon at the 
Zoological Park and in this way the close working bond 
between the Boone and Crockett Club and those members o f the 
American Committee who did not belong to the Boone and 
Crockett Club was strengthened.
For twenty-five years this Committee has endeavored to 
carry out the high purpose fo r whioh i t  was orig in a lly  
established by the Boone and Crookett Club. Its  support has 
been en tire ly  dependent on private contributions from members 
and friends, most o f whom are also members o f the Boone and 
Crockett Club. Most generous assistance was received from 
its  long-time chairman, Childs Friok.
The publications o f the American Committee are lis ted
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in Appendix F»
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CHAPTER XI
THE ORIGIN OF THE NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY*
By Madison Grant
In the autumn of 1894 I  entered into a correspondence 
with Mr# Theodore Roosevelt, the President o f the Boone and 
Crockett Club, with reference to securing, during the coming 
session of the Assembly, certain leg is la tion  In the Interest 
of game protection. I t  was f in a lly  decided that the subject 
should be la id  before the club for its  sanction; and this \
was done at the annual meeting o f the Boone and Crockett 
Club of January 1 6 , 1895, when the matter was entrusted to 
a committee o f which I  was ohalrman.
One of the ch ief objects o f this committee was to 
secure fo r  New York City, which was then entering into a new 
era o f expansion under a reform administration, a zoological 
park on lines en tire ly  divergent from the Old World 
Zoological gardens, and which would tend to introduce those 
principles o f game preservation advocated by the Boone and 
Crockett Club.
Upon Investigation, the committee found that a measure 
had already been Introduced at Albany, providing fo r  the 
establishment of a zoological park on c ity  lands, located
*F irst published in the Boone and Crockett Club book en titled  
T ra il and Camo-Flre. published by Forest and Stream 
(1897). The Boone and Crockett Club has always been active 
in the a ffa irs  of the society. Each president has been a 
member o f the club, as have also many o f its  trustees.
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north o f 155th Street. This b i l l  had been introduced for 
several years in succession by Mr. Andrew H. Green, and 
had each year been defeated, ch ie fly  on account of a clause 
in i t  which authorized the New York Park Board to turn over 
the existing Central Park Menagerie to the proposed Society. 
This clause had provoked vio lent opposition from certain East 
Side representatives, who declared the b i l l  to be a mere 
attempt to secure the control and removal o f the Central Park 
Zoo, and so to deprive the poor children o f the pleasure 
afforded by i t .  The strength of this opposition was good 
evidence o f the popularity o f any sort o f animal co llection , 
fo r  a more wretohed exhibition o f ill-k ep t specimens than 
the existing Zoo cannot be found in any large c ity  in the 
world.
Curiously enough, there was also in circu lation a 
rumor that the proposed Society would engage in the business 
of breeding small animals, such as dogs and fowls, to the 
lasting injury o f the small animal dealers.
Mr. Green was interviewed by the committee, and 
rea liz ing  that the b i l l  could not succeed without the help 
o f the Boone and Crockett Club, he agreed to give them the 
control o f the new Society i f  the b i l l  should become law.
The measure was in charge o f Assemblyman W. W. N iles, 
Jr*, who represented the d is tr ic t  above the Harlem Biver, 
in which the proposed park would in a l l  probability be 
located. He consented to push the b i l l ,  i f  the Boone and
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Crockett Club would assume the responsib ility  of organizing 
the Society, and i f  some o f the members would appear as 
incorporators.
The b i l l  was therefore amended by the insertion of the 
names o f two Boone and Crockett Club men, Mr. La Parge and 
myself, among the orig ina l incorporators, and Mr. Niles 
modified the clause relating to the Central Park Zoo in such 
a manner that while the opposition was appeased, the Society 
nevertheless retained the right to a preference in case the 
Park Board disposed o f the existing Zoo at any time in the 
future. The small animal dealers were interviewed by the 
committee, and their fears dispelled. Mr. Niles then 
pushed the b i l l  with vigor, and, a fte r  a prolonged contest, 
he succeeded in fo rd  ng i t  through by dint of some o f the 
hardest work done at Albany that year.
The Society was organized May 7» 1895, and the f i r s t  
board o f managers contained the names of nine Boone and 
Crockett Club members, including the vice-president and 
both the secretaries .
Nearly a year was spent in the consideration o f various 
s ites , and the southern end o f Bronx Park was f in a lly  found 
to possess almost the exact landscape features deemed 
essential by the experts to whom the available locations 
were referred. In Bronx Park, meadow, glade, fo rest, pond 
and r ive r  were so distributed that buildings could be located 
and collections insta lled , p ractica lly  without injury to 
existing trees.
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A fter a searching inquiry into the question o f 
access ib ility , drainage and kindred matters, the Zoologioal 
Society approved this s ite , and on May 21, I 896, formal 
application was made to the Commissioners o f the Sinking Fund 
under the terms of the Society ’ s charter.
The question was under consideration by the c ity  
authorities fo r  nearly ten months, and in March, 1897» a 
grant was made by the c ity  to the New York Zoologioal Society 
o f a l l  that portion of Bronx Park lying south of Pelham 
Avenue, being about 26l acres, upon certain restrictions and 
conditions en tire ly  satisfactory to the Society.
A b i l l  was also secured from the Legislature at Albany 
providing $125,000 for the preparation o f the land to 
receive the Society ’ s buildings and co llections. At the 
present writing the Society numbers 425 members, and is in 
a most prosperous financial condition.
As the New York Zoologioal Society owes its  existence 
to the Boone and Crockett Club, a few words concerning its  
purposes cannot be amiss. Its  primary object is to secure 
herds -  not merely individuals -  o f each of the large North 
American quadrupeds, and to place them as far as possible in 
surroundings identical with or closely resembling th eir 
natural habitats. A space o f twenty acres w il l  be devoted 
to the American bison; the moose w il l  have a wooded range 
of eight acres; the wapiti fifte en  acres, and the other deer 
sim ilar ranges. The beaver w ill  have a pond and stream,
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together with growing trees and fu l l  opportunity to build 
his dam and cabins, while the bears w il l  be quartered in 
rook ledges and oaves. A fly in g  aviary, 150 feet long, 75 
fee t wide and 50 fee t high, w ill  enable the flamingos, 
herons, ib is , and egrets to retain their strength by the free 
use o f their wings; and the monkeys w il l  have an entire 
grove o f trees at their disposal - fenced in by a high wire 
netting, to be sure, but s t i l l  giving them freedom on a 
scale never before attempted.
The f i r s t  work o f the Society w il l  be to present the 
larger North Amerioan mammals in such a way that they can 
be studied by the public, and s t i l l  keep themselves in 
perfect condition by exeroise. A fter that the larger 
buildings w il l  be constructed, on© a fte r  another, until a 
zoologica l park shall be developed on s tr ic t ly  American lin es . 
By this is meant the absolute preservation of a l l  desirable 
natural features now existing, and the subordination o f a l l  
structures and of landscape treatment to the needs o f the 
specimens, and especially to the ranges of the larger animals.
The largest Zoo in existence in Europe is the Zoological 
Garden in Berlin - s ixty  acres in extent, while the National 
Zoological Park at Washington contains 168 aores, much o f 
which, however, is unsuitable fo r  co llections, so with its  
26l aores and room to grow, the New York Zoological Society 
begins its  career with an enormous advantage.
Admission to the Park w il l  be free - except on two days
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o f eaoh week, when a small admission fee w il l  be oharged - 
but In return, the c ity  w il l  be expected to supply the 
oost o f maintenance. The Society w ill  supply the collections 
and so ien tlfio  management o f the Park, and, so fa r as 
practicable, the buildings.
The advantages of membership In the Society Include 
not only free  admission and tickets fo r  guests, but certain 
righ t to publications, use o f lib ra ry , and other advantages.
S c ien tific  investigations, publications, lectures and 
animal art exhibitions w il l  be carried on by the Society 
in conjunction with the Park, and there is every reason to 
hope that, in the near future, New York w ill  have a 
flourishing r iva l to the London Zoological Society.
The committee o f this club, which had in charge the 
introduction of this enterprise, attribute their success 
before the Legislature to the energetic help o f members of 
the Boone and Crookett Club, and to the very considerable 
influence o f the club I t s e l f .  When the Society was onoe 
organized, the f i r s t  support i t  secured was from the members 
o f that club, who came forward almost in a body -  p ractica lly  
every New York City member -  with money and with time.
The formation o f this Sooiety comes at a time when i t  
is s t i l l  possible to secure specimens for a great co llection . 
I t  may be confidently asserted that twenty-five years hence 
the rinderpest and repeating r i f l e  w il l  have destroyed most, 
i f  not a l l ,  o f the larger African fauna -  including certain ly
2 0 k
the most beautiful antelopes in the world - and game in
India and North America in a wild state w il l  almost have
*
ceased to ex is t.
The New York Zoological Society, the most vigorous 
offspring o f this club, demonstrates what a mission and 
opportunity the Boone and Crockett Club has in these closing 
days o f the century in its  e ffo rts  to preserve the game and 
the forests; in short, to preserve to future generations 
some remnant o f the heritage which was our fathers*, and 
which, to a great extent, s t i l l  is ours, though so few of 
us have learned to estimate i t  at its  true value.
^Fortunately Grant*s prediction has proved to be too 
pessim istic. The current abundance o f some of our large 
game in North America is due in no small measure to the 
part played by the early club members in establishing 
national parks and forests.
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CHAPTER XII 
CONCLUSION
As mentioned in the Introduction, many members o f the 
olub who have done valiant work through the years in behalf 
o f conservation have not received the recognition which is 
their due in this volume. Several have made outstanding 
contributions to game conservation on a state le v e l. A b r ie f 
summary o f some o f these accomplishments follows.
Work by members in New York State has a long record.
In the la te  nineteenth century Madison Grant and Hon. William 
Cary Sanger were conspicuous among club members fo r  pushing 
through leg is la tion  in the New York legis latu re which forbade 
°k ill in g  deer in water, fire-hunting, the use o f traps on 
sa lt lick s , the use o f dogs in hunting deer, or permitting 
such dogs to run at large.**
William Austin Wadsworth, who held the largest tenure 
as president of the club from 1897-1918, was appointed 
president o f the New York Forest, Fish and Game Commission 
by Governor Theodore Boosevelt in 1900. In this position 
he emphasized the importance of forest preservation and 
cleaning up water pollution. He was one o f the pioneers in 
establishing the famed **blue lin e" protecting large tracts o f 
the Adirondacks.
In la te r  years, a recent president o f the club, Karl T. 
Frederick, established the New York Conservation Council made 
up o f representatives o f New York sportsmen*s clubs. This
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k organization tee been highly in flu en tia l in the New York 
legislatu re fo r many years. Its  po lic ies  have been more 
progressive and enlightened than those of any sim ilar group 
o f its  kind in the country. Besides his loca l work, Frederick 
has been an in fluen tia l worker in most national conservation 
moves In recent years and has held key o ffic es  in several of 
the best known conservation organizations.
In 1890 Colonel William D. Pickett was appointed 
Chairman o f the Game and Fisheries Committee o f the House 
o f Bepresentatives In Wyoming, whioh passed a set o f game 
laws which were progressive fo r  these early years.
Although l i t t l e  recognized in history, Hon. Jtet&s Penrose 
and his brother, B.A.F. Penrose, J r., o f Pennsylvania were 
considered by many the key men In setting up the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission.
Madison Grant was responsible for some o f the 
Newfoundland game laws.
In the f ie ld  o f figh ting fo r the in tegrity  of national 
parkB, Mr. Edward Mallin^rodt has been highly active and 
successful.
Many other examples oould be cited  but these illu s tra te  
the type of work accomplished through the years by several 
members.
The Boone and Crockett Club was conspicuous in the early 
days in carrying the torch fo r  conservation. We are 
fortunate that today many other e ffe c t iv e  conservation
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agencies have sprung up* Those d irec tly  or ind irectly
supported by sportsmen include The W ild life  Management -
/  O $V ’K
Institu te, already discussed, the National W ild life  / C-
Federation, the Isaac Walton League, Ducks Uhli: d# The
Sport Fishing In stitu te , and The Campfire Club* There are 
many additional e ffe c t iv e  organizations such as the Audubon 
Society, the Wilderness Society, Nature Conservancythe 
Outdoor Writers Association of America, the American Nature 
Association, American Planning and Civic Association, the 
National Parks Association, the American Forestry Association, 
the W ild life  Sooiety, The Conservation Foundation, and 
several others.
The Wilderness Sooiety, with a club member, Olaus J.
Murie, as president, stands fo r  principles which should be 
especia lly o f interest to Boone and Crockett Club members.
The f i r s t  spokesman fo r  the preservation of wild tracts of 
land was Theodore Roosevelt. In the Boone and Crockett Club 
book, American Big Game in Its  Haunts. published in 1904,
T* R. wrote a chapter on the importance o f preserving 
wilderness areas.
In spite o f the fact that there are many other 
organizations, the club cannot afford to rest on its  oars.
The same dangers threatening our national parks, national 
forests and w ild life  refuges are as great today as in the 
ea r lie r  days. Not only does the danger ex ist o f encroachment 
by private interests on these public lands, but today we have
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the added and more powerful threat of the encroachment o f 
other federal agencies on those areas set aside preserving 
wilderness areas, unspoiled natural scenic areas, and 
w ild life  refuges fo r  the education and recreation of our 
rapidly growing population. As the population Increases such 
areas become a l l  the more precious.
The continuation by the club o f the Heads and Homs 
Competition is a worthy endeavor and one which increases the 
prestige of the club in the spec ific  f ie ld  o f big game 
conservation. I t  should not be lo s t sight o f, however, that 
big game conservation as such cannot be divorced and set 
aside as a project unconnected with other more general 
conservation e ffo r ts . I f  a small group of cattlemen get 
exclusive grazing rights to some of our national forests, 
many big game herds are doomed. I f  the Army demands exclusive 
use o f some o f our w ild life  lands, the e ffe c t  is obvious.
As I  r e f le c t  on the history o f this club and review the 
books written by many of the early sportsmen who were 
members, i t  is my conclusion that above a l l  else many of us, 
by example, i f  nothing e lse , should help educate the 
American sportsman on ethics.
There is  a regrettable tendency today among American 
sportsmen to take the easiest method, the path o f least 
resistance, in securing a big game head. So-called sportsmen 
shoot numbers o f pronghorns from automobiles or station 
themselves on roads to shoot the wapiti in his annual
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migration to his wintering lands.
Western game managers are faced with the serious problem 
o f over-population o f deer and elk in the more inaccessible 
wild areas where American sportsmen are reluctant to go.
Most sportsmen prefer to hunt from the automobile or aeroplane.
Early members o f the club exhibited a sp ir it  of 
adventure and a willingness to endure hardship to get into 
the "back’1 country* Many were good woodsmen who were capable 
o f oaring fo r  themselves in the wilderness and hunting their 
own game*
We can be thankful that there are s t i l l  areas where he 
who is w illin g  can penetrate the wilderness by the time- 
honored methods o f back packing, "siwashing" with dogs, 
canoeing or pack train .
How much more precious becomes a big game trophy secured 
by a hunter alone a fte r  packing into more remote areas*
Added to the sport o f hunting is the immeasurable enjoyment 
and satisfaction  o f pitching one*s tent in a re la t iv e ly  
unspoiled wilderness spot fa r  from the crowds.
In conclusion I  wish to emphasize that no club 
accomplishment was the resu lt o f one man^ e f fo r t ;  i t  was 
only through the support o f a l l  the members that most o f 
these contributions to game conservation were made possible.
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APPENDIX A
BOOKS PUBLISHED BY BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB
In 1925 Sheldon wrote Grinnell asking him to write him 
giving a history of the Boone and Crockett Club books as 
nearly as he could remember. G rinnell's reply was as follows: 
"HISTORY OF THE BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB BOOKS 
AS RECALLED BY G. B. GRINNELL 
" I t  was probably in 1893, though i t  may have been 
ea r lie r , that T. Roosevelt and I  talked of the 
d es irab ility  of publishing a book made up of contributions 
by members of the Boone and Crockett Club, fo r  sale 
primarily to the members, and also to others. We thought 
that perhaps there were enough big game hunters in the 
country to make i t  possible to publish the book without 
too great a loss. The idea very lik e ly  originated with 
Roosevelt, though I cannot reca ll as to that.
" I  told him that the Forest and Stream would publish 
the book (American Big Game Hunting) and I  would see 
to getting i t  through the press, and we could both of 
us try to secure contributions from the d iffe ren t members. 
The members generally were interested in the proposal, 
a lo t  of them promised contributions, and, as you know, 
wrote a r tic le s . The book was published and the cost of 
1000 copies with plates was $1250. Roosevelt handed me 
check for this amount, and I  think i t  was his personal 
check, though he may have persuaded some well-to-do
members to help him with some money fo r  this purpose.
He‘never said anything about this and I never asked 
about i t .  The club, as a olub, never, I  think, 
authorized the publication of the volume, and never, so 
fa r as I know, had any proprietary interest in i t .
“The Forest and Stream never charged anything for 
the work i t  did, or fo r  that done by its  employees. I t  
was a cost matter a l l  through. More than that, there 
was, as I reca ll i t ,  no contract and no provision for 
the payment of any royalty.
"The Forest and Stream advertised the book fre e ly  and 
without cost, and a great many were sold; so many, that 
by the time we got round to publishing the second volume 
(Hunting In Many Lands), there was su ffic ien t balance in 
the account to pay fo r  that volume, and no money was 
called fo r  from the olub or any representative o f the 
olub.
“The persistent advertising of both volumes brought 
more sales, and these sales enabled us to publish 
without oost to the olub the two la te r  volumes, T ra il 
and Campfire and American Big Game in its  Haunts. 
Meantime the f i r s t  book, American Big Game Hunting. and 
perhaps the second book as w ell, had been reprinted. I 
fe e l very confident that we must have sold nearly 3000 
copies o f the f i r s t  volume, and perhaps 2000 of the 
second volume, but I have no memory as to the actual
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number sold. I  do fe e l sure that up to the publication 
of the f i f t h  volume - 1913 -, which cost, as I reca ll 
i t ,  #1360., no money was called fo r from any representative 
o f the club, exoept the orig ina l #1250 handed in by T. R.
"In April 1911 my connection with Forest and Stream 
ceased, and the advertising o f these books stopped at 
once. With the stopping o f the advertisement came also 
the stoppage o f the sales, and the books have never 
since had any sale, except so fa r as once in a while 
some periodical would advertise them for a l i t t l e  while 
and s e ll a very few copies. The books are as good today 
as ever they were, and i f  they could be brought to the 
knowledge o f the people interested in big game hunting, 
they would s e ll  as well as ever.
"This is p ractica lly  a l l  my memory about these 
volumes. The old Forest and Stream books, most o f 
which long ago disappeared, might give more d eta ils .
May 20, 1925.*
Sinoe many of these books contain some o f the best early 
records o f the West and of the early thinking on conservation, 
a b r ie f review o f the contents o f each volume is presented.
1893 -  AMERICAN BIG GAME HUNTING, published by Forest and 
Stream
Editors: Theodore Roosevelt
George Bird Grinnell
This was the f i r s t  book published by the Boone and 
Crockett Club.
The Boone and Crockett Club . The Editors
A Buffalo Story .............................  George 3. Anderson
Description o f passing through buffalo migration to 
winter range in 18?1.
The White Goat and his C o u n try ...............Owen Wlster
This particular story had reperoussions in England.
The story is told by Grinnell as follows:
" I  know o f no abridgment in the English edition of 
American Big: Game Hunting. the f i r s t  Boone and 
Crockett Club book. There is , however, a d ifference 
between the English and American edition which 
occurred in this way. A fter the volume had been set 
I  tr ied  to s e ll to Mr. David Douglas, a bookseller 
of Edinburgh, Sootland, an edition o f 500 copies of 
the volume. The sheets and cuts sent over to him for 
inspection brought back from him the remark, that he 
could not publish a book which had in i t  the joke 
about Owen Wister put in the American edition  about 
the Marquis of Lorne fa llin g  o f f  his horse. ’ The 
Marquis of Lorne,* Mr. Douglas said, ’ is a close 
friend of mine and you w il l  see how impossible i t  
w il l  be fo r  me to print anything lik e  this about him.* 
nI ,  therefore, rewrote a page o f Owen W ister’ s 
a r t ic le  and put in some d iffe ren t matter to take the 
place of his joke about Kings and Queens, and when 
I  had sent that over to Mr. Douglas he took an edition
of 500 copies o f the book. Of course, to do that I  
had to have reprinted 500 copies of the sheet o f the 
book which contained the change. The change seemed 
altogether satisfactory to Mr. Douglas.
”1 never have compared the two editions further 
than pages 45 and 46 of W lster' s goat a r t lo le . I  
presume the rest o f i t  Is a l l  as i t  should be."
A Day with E l k .................................Winthrop Chanler
Hunting elk in Colorado in 1890*
Old Times in the Black H ills  . . . Boger D. Williams 
A good description of game in the Black H ills  
in 1875.
Big Game in the B ook ies.................. Archibald Rogers
Description of abundance o f game and methods of 
hunting mainly in Wyoming around 1880.
Coursing the Prongbuck . . . . .  Theodore Roosevelt
A fter Wapiti in Wyoming ..........................F. C. Crocker
(about 1885)
In Buffalo Days .........................  George Bird Grinnell
This is an exoellent account o f buffalo hunting. 
Grinnell was an Indian student and gives here an 
authoritative description of the methods used by 
some Indian tribes to k i l l  buffalo without the 
use of horses.
Night with G r i z z l i e s ............................. W.D.  Pickett
Hunting G rizzlies in Wyoming in 1885*
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The Yellowstone Park as a Game
Reservation « . . . ......................... Arnold Hague
A Mountain F r a u d ........................................  Dean Sage
Biaoktalls (Mule deer, ed .) in the
Bad Lands ........................................  Bronson Ramsey
Photographing Wild Game . .................. W. B. Devereux
Literature of American Big-game Hunting . . * editors
Our Forest Reservations . . . .  * ..................  editors
Recognition of national forests as potential 
big game reservoirs.
The Club Exhibit at the Worlds Fair . . . .  editors
1895 - HUNTING IN MANY LANDS, published by Forest and 
Stream Publishing Co.
Editors: Theodore Roosevelt
George Bird Grinnell
Hunting in East A f r i c a ...................... ...  W. A. Chanler
To the Gulf of Cortez
Desert Sheep Hunting ......................  George H. Gould
A Canadian Moose Hunt . .......................... Madison Grant
Hunting moose in a d i f f ic u lt  country with poor 
weather. Grant speaks of carrying canoes across 
country by compass.
A Hunting Trip in India ..................  E ll io t t  Roosevelt
Dog Sledging in the N o rth ............... D. M. Barringer
Hunting moose and caribou in Manitoba under 
rigorous conditions. Barringer and companion 
hunted alone much of the time.
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Wolf-Hunting In Hubsla ......................  Henry T. Allen
A Bear-Hunt In the Sierras ............... Alden Sampson
The ABoent of Chief Mountain . . . Henry L. Stimson 
A mountaineering account o f the late 
Secretary of State.
The Cougar . . . . . . . . . . .  Casper W. Whitney
A good aooount o f the sport in hunting one o f 
our best known predators.
Big Game o f Men o f Mongolia and T ib et..W. W. Rockhill 
Hunting in the Cattle Country . . Theodore Roosevelt 
Wolf-Courslng . . . . . . . . . .  Roger D* Williams
The sport o f using dogs in running down wolves 
in the West.
Game Laws . . . . . . . . . . .  Charles E. Whitehead
A short aooount o f history o f game laws.
Protection of the Yellowstone National
P a r lf.............................  George S. Anderson
An excellent aooount of the early history o f 
this park.
The Yellowstone National Park
Protection Act .................................  . . .  editors
Additional park history and the story o f the 
passage o f the Protection Act in whioh club 
members played a major part.
Head-Measurements o f the Trophies at the Madison 
Square Garden Sportsmen^ Exposition 
The f i r s t  e f fo r t  at rating heads and horns in the U.S.
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1897 - TBAIL AND CAMP-FIHB, published by Forest and Stream 
E d it o r s : George B ird  G r in n e ll
Theodore Roosevelt
The Labrador Peninsula . . . ♦ ............... A. P. Low
A short history o f exploration o f Labrador in
which Low took a part. A b r ie f account o f game
mammals, birds and fish  found in Labrador.
C h e r r y .................. ............................ Lewis S. Thomson
An amusing account of an early plainsman.
An African Shooting Trip . . . . . .  Win. Lord Smith
Slntamaskln . . .  .............................  C. Grant LaFarge
( Atlantic Monthly)
A we11-written account of winter caribou 
hunting in Northeastern Canada.
Wolves and Wolf Nature . . . .  George Bird Grinnell
A good contribution to the natural history of
the wolf and coyote in the early days in the West.
On the L it t le  Missouri . . . . .  Theodore Roosevelt 
Bear Traits
A Berry Picker . . . . . . . . . .  G. B.  Grinnell
A S ilver Tip Family . . . . . . . . J . C *  M errill
The Bear’ s Disposition . . . .  Theodore Roosevelt
Modern Bear Baiting . . . . . .  Henry L. Stimson
Of these accounts M err ill ’ s is o f interest in his 
account of the abundance o f G rizz lies  in Wyoming 
in the early 1880’ s. Stimson’ s account is the 
longest o f the four and one o f the few records 
o f his experiences as a big game hunter.
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The Adirondack Deer Law . * ...............Wm. Cary Sanger
This Is a history o f early deer laws 
in New York.
A Newfoundland Caribou Hunt . . . Clay Arthur Pierce 
The Origin of the New York
Zoological Society * . * .................. Madison Grant
(Reprinted In h istory)
190^ - AMERICAN BIG GAME IN ITS HAUNTS, published by Forest 
and Stream Publishing Co*
Editor: George Bird Grinnell
tjfe.de rness Reserves .......................... • T. R. Roosevelt
The clairvoyance o f the former president in the
importance of preserving certain unspoiled wilderness
areas is well depicted in this chapter. One sentence
from this account sums up his philosophy* “The
movement fo r  the preservation by the nation of
sections of the wilderness as national playgrounds
is essen tia lly  a democratic movement in the interest
of a l l  our people."
The Zoology o f North American Big Game
Arthur Erwin Brown
This is  quite a thorough description by an early 
naturalist of the morphological differences 
determining the taxonomy of the big game species 
in America*
Big Game Shooting in Alaska . . . . .  James H. Kidder
I .  Bear Hunting on Kodiak Island
I I .  Bear Hunting on the Alaska Peninsula
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I I I .  My Big Bear o f Shuyat
IV. The White Sheep of Kenai Peninsula
V. Hunting the Giant Moose 
These are a l l  good hunting stories byHfc-i d&er of 
Alaska in the early days.
The Kodiak Bear and His Home . . . .  W. Lord Smith 
A good description of the habitat o f this bear 
and the natives.
The Mountain Sheep and its
R a n g e .................................... George Bird Grinnell
Probably the best existing record o f the history 
and status o f Rooky Mountain sheep at the turn 
of the century.
Preservation of the Wild Animals
o f North America ............... Henry F a ir fie ld  Osborn
The evolutionary history o f modern big game, a 
discussion of reasons for the decimation of 
populations, and of needed leg is la tion  to 
preservation.
Distribution of the Moose ......................  Madison Grant
History, distribution and antler sizes of moose.
The Creating o f Game Refuges ............... Alden Sampson
Largely a report o f game conditions on forest 
reserves in Californ ia.
Temlskannlng Mo o b o ..........................Paul J • Dashield
Includes three photographs o f moose on the 
Montreal River.
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Two Trophies from India . . . . . .  John H. Prentice
A very b r ie f account of a t ig e r  and leopard 
hunt in India.
The appendix o f this volume contains three sections 
on forest reserves. One contains an opinion by the 
Attorney General (requested by Hon. John F. Lacey) 
upholding the le ga lity  o f the Federal Government's 
right to leg is la te  fo r  the protection o f game on 
forest reserves or other lands of the public domain. 
The second contains a l i s t  o f the forest reserves 
and the acreage o f each. Dr. E. W. Nelson describes 
the su ita b ility  o f The Black Mesa Forest Reserve o f 
Arizona as a game reserve.
1913 -  HUNTING AT HIGH ALTITUDES, published by Harper and 
Brothers Publishers
Editor: George Bird Grinnell
Memories of a Bear Hunter . . Col. William D. Pickett
This account covers over 200 pages and is a graphio
description of bear hunting in Wyoming, 1876-1883.
Col. Pickett kept aoourate d iaries and observations
on the l i f e  o f the early west and on big game.
Notes on Memories o f a Bear
H unter.............................  George Bird Grinnell
A short biographical sketch of the remarkable
career o f Col. Piokett.
In the Old Rockies . . . . . . .  Daniel M. Barringer
Hunting big game in the west about 1900.
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Ibex Shooting in the Thlan
Shan Mountains . . . . . .  George L. Harrison, Jr*
A Shooting Trio In Northwestern
Rhodesia . . . . . . . . .  George L. Harrison, Jr.
The Condition of W ild life  In Alaska . . Madison Grant 
An account o f the importance of wise management 
o f the large game herds in Alaska and the possible 
threats to game populations by prospectors and 
others invading the In terior.
Deer Hunting in Cuba , . . General Boger D. Williams 
Elephant Seals of
Guadalupe Island . . . . .  Dr. Charles H. Townsend
B rie f History of the Boone and
Crookett Club . . . . . . .  George Bird Grlnnell
This is referred to in several places in the 
current history.
Report o f the Game Preservation Committee
This aocount describes several o f the suggested
po lic ies  on game administration discussed in the text.
1925 -  HUNTING AND CONSERVATION, published by Yale 
University Press
Editors: George Bird Grinnell
Charles Sheldon
This volume contains more history than any other 
single book published by the club. Several ohapters 
have been reprinted in this volume.
Mouflon in Sardinia .......................... Winthrop Chanler
This is a good account of several hunts fo r  this
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small wild sheep of the Mediterranian.
Conservation of Our Mammals and Birds J. C. Ph illips 
A resum  ̂ by Dr. Ph illips o f threatened species and 
his ideas on the measures necessary to insure 
w ild life  populations fo r  the future.
An Encounter with a Grizzly Bear • . . C. B. Penrose 
This is a modest, m attar-of-fact and true 
description by Dr. Penrose o f being severely mauled 
by a wounded g r iz z ly . As a surgeon, he treated his 
own severe wounds,including a compound fracture of 
the w rist, and made his way mostly on foot several 
miles out to the railroad.
L ife  and Habits o f the
American Fur-Seal .............................  W.H.  Osgood
A fine account by this famous b io log is t on what 
was known up to that time o f the American Fur-Seal. 
The Big Game o f Chihuahua. Mexico . . Charles Sheldon 
This is a good record o f the beauty o f the Mexican 
country and the former abundance o f game.
Saving the Redwoods . ..............................Madison Grant
(Beprinted elsewhere in this h istory)
Amerloan Game Protection . . . George Bird Grinnell 
An account o f the history and philosophy of 
game protection in Amerioa.
ZSL Lake Rudolph and Bevond . . . .  W. F. Whitehouse 
This is a fine account of African hunting by an 
excellent shot. This hunt took place in 1899 when 
a l l  trave l was by foot.
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Importance o f Natural Conditions in
National Parks . . . . . . . . .  Barrington Moore
An exposition o f what the policy o f the National 
Park Service should be in maintaining natural 
conditions in the parks.
The American Bison in 192^ . . George Bird Grinnell
History and existing status o f the American Bison. 
Hunting in the Nutzotins . . . . . .  John B. Burnham
A big game hunt on a spur o f the Mt. St. E lias 
Bang© in Alaska. Burnham and one othef^companion 
travelled  and hunted alone by canoe and by back 
packing.
The Establishment of Mt. McKinley
National Park .................................  Madison Grant
( Beprinted elsewhere In this h istory)
The Beginnings o f Glacier
National Park ............................. ...  . Madison Grant
(Reprinted elsewhere in this h istory)
National Recreation Conference George Bird Grinnell 
(Reprinted elsewhere in this h istory)
Also included in this volume are various appendixes 
on Game Po lic ies , Migratory Bird Law, the Redwoods, 
and Mt. MoKlnley Park Documents.
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1933 -  HUNTING TRAILS ON THESE CONTINENTS, published by 
Windward House, New York
Editors: George Bird Grlnnell
Kermit Roosevelt 
W. Redmond Cross 
Prentiss N. Gray
The Vanished Game of Yesterday . . . Madison Grant 
A short h istorica l aocount o f former abundance 
and current status o f game mammals and predators 
In the United States.
An Epic o f the Polar A ir Lanes . . Lincoln Ellsworth 
This is one o f the classic stories of miraculously 
escaping death In Arctic when Amundsen, Ellsworth 
and accompanying Norwegians were forced to land 
planes In the Polar Pack Ice.
Aeluropus Melanoleucus ..................  Kermit Roosevelt
The story of the f i r s t  Giant Panda k illed  by white 
men. The successful hunters were Kermit and 
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.
Taps fo r the Great Selous . . . Frederick R. Burnham 
An obituary fo r  the greatest hunter o f them a l l .
Along the Livingstone Tra il . . . .  Prentiss N. Gray 
An African hunt especia lly in quest o f the 
Giant Sable Antelope.
The Portage Route of the G a s p e ...............Hugh Cabot
The story of a canoe tr ip  across Gaspe Peninsula. 
Cabot exemplified the fin est traditions o f the Club. 
Alone with an Indian, he packed canoe and supplies 
through the almost unknown and unmapped country of 
Gaspe in 1899•
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Ibex and Poll In High Thlan-Shan . . . Benjamin Chew 
An exciting hunting story fo r  the great sheep 
and Ibex o f Asia.
Gemsbuok on the MoI opq ............... George L. Harrison
A hunting tr ip  in British  East A frica.
Voloano Sheen............................................... G.D.  Pope
Hunting desert sheep in Arizona.
Three Days on the Stlklne Blver . . . Emory W. Clark 
The story of a rough boat tr ip  down the Stiklne.
Giant Sable Antelope ......................  Charles P. Curtis
An African hunt fo r Giant Sables.
Davs with a Beaver Trafrper . . . . .  Henry T. Bannon 
A good account o f beaver trapping in British  Columbia. 
Wild L ife  and Sport in Bulgaria Henry W. Shoemaker 
In this record o f the various fur mammals, game 
animals and birds o f prey in Bulgaria, accounts of 
the sport o f wolf hunting is  of particular interest.
1930 - AMERICAN GAME MAMMALS AND BIRDS, published by 
Houghton M ifflin  Company
A Catalogue of Books, 1582-1925 - Sports,
Natural History, and Conservation 
by John C. Ph illips
This is a book o f the Boone and Crockett Club dedicated 
to Charles Sheldon, whose lib rary formed the basis of 
this bibliography. I t  is recognized as a valuable 
reference work by professional scien tists and 
conservationists. This volume not only includes a 
l i s t  o f books, but a l i s t  o f fish  and game reports
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and laws published by a l l  the states and provinces 
o f Canada.
BOOKS ON NORTH AMERICAN BIO GAME RECORDS
1932 - RECORDS OF NORTH AMERICAN BIO GAME, published under 
the auspices o f the National Collection of Heads 
and Horns o f the New York Zoological Society (New York 
The Derrydale Press)
Editor: Prentiss N* Gray
This was the f i r s t  complete modern compilation of
the records o f big game on the Amerioan continent,
including tables o f the largest record heads of
each species, giving measurements, dates and
lo c a lit ie s ,  present owners, etc .
Only 500 copies o f this book were printed, and i t
has been out o f print fo r  some time.
There is an introductory chapter on horn development
and b r ie f description o f eaoh species by recognized
authorities. The table o f contents is as follow s:
Foreword Prentiss N. Gray
Horns and Antlers
Wapiti . 
The Moose
American Deer
. H. E. Anthony 
W ilfred H. Osgood 
* H. E* Anthony
Samuel M errill
Caribou . . . 
Mountain Sheep
Madison Grant
E. W. Nelson
The Rocky Mountain Goat . . . .  Ernest Thompson Seton
He on Edmund Seymour
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Pronghorn Antelope . . * . Dr. George Bird Grinnell
Musk Ox * . . . . ..................  Thierry Mallet
The Bears of Araerloa . . . . .  Dr. C. Hart Merriam
Jaguar ...................................................  Thomas Barbour
flfopnta in  Lion. Puma or Cougar . * Major E. A. Goldman 
Walrus ............... . . . . . . . . . .  C. H. Townsend
1952 - RECORDS OF NORTH AMERICAN BIO GAME, published by 
Charles Scribner’ s Sons
Compiled and edited by the Committee on Records 
of North American Big Game -  
Samuel B. Webb, Chairman 
Milford Baker 
Frederiok K. Barbour 
Alfred Ely 
Alfred C. G ilbert
This book is the most authoritative one on trophy 
measurements and has rated trophies in accordance 
with a perfected and aooepted set o f measurements.
The table o f contents is as follow s:
The O ffic ia l Scoring System fo r
North American Big Game Trophies . .Samuel B. Webb 
Objectives and Conditions o f the North
American Big Game Competitions . . . Milford Baker 
Charts o f the O ffic ia l Scoring System for
North American Big Game Trophies . • Milford Baker 
Looked Antlers o f Deer. Wapiti.
Caribou and Moose . . . . . . . . . .  M ilford Baker
What Happened to Former World Records
Under the O ffic ia l Scoring System . .Granoel F itz  
Freak Trophies . . . . . . . . . . . .  Granoel F itz
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1939
Tabulations of Recorded Trophies 
Key to Abbreviations • • • * . »  
Ranges o f the Columbian Blacktall 
The Care of Trophies in th8 F ield 
The Care of Mounted Trophies . . 
Interesting Trophy Booms o f North 
American Big Game . . . . . .
. Grancel F itz 
. Grancel F itz 
T. Donald Carter 
Ja me s Xj • Cla r k 
James L. Clark
James L. Clark
NOBTH AMERICAN BIG GAME, published by Charles 
Scribner's Sons
Compiled by the Committee on Records of 
North American Big Game - 
A lfred Ely, Chairman 
H. E. Anthony 
R. R. M. Carpenter
This book not only includes measurement records o f 
big game, but contains sevdral chapters on topics 
relating to big game, and fo r  each speoies, a record 
o f the "description and distribution" by a recognized 
scien tist and a section on hunting each species by 
an experienced sportsman. This volume is recognized 
as one o f the best references on a l l  phases of 
American big game. A l i s t  of contents fo llow s!
Foreword . . . . . . . . .
Big Game of the Pleistocene 
Vanished Game . . . . . . .
Conservation of Big Game . 
Horns and Antlers . . . . .
Bating of Trophies . . . .
, , . The Editors 
, . . Childs Frick 
Henry W. Shoemaker 
John C. Ph illips 
• H. E. Anthony 
. . Grancel F itz
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R ifles  and Ammunition ...................... Francis T. Colby
Hunting with the Bow and Arrow . William C. Chanler
Photographing Big Game ...................Francis T. Colby
Flashlight Photography John Templeman Coolidge, Jr. 
The Care of Trophies In the F ield  « . James L. Clark 
The Care of Mounted Trophies . . . .  .James L, Clark
The Deer
Description and Distribution . . Glover M. Allen
Hunting the W hitetail Deer . . .  J. Watson Webb
Hunting the Mule Deer . . . . . .  Allan Brooks
Hunting the Columbian B laoktail
Deer ............................................ Allan Brooks
Hunting the Coues D e e r ..................  Jack 0*Connor
The Wapiti
Description and Distribution . . .  H. E. Anthony
Hunting the Wapiti ................... E. Roland Harriman
The Caribou
Description and Distribution . . . Olaus J. Murie
Hunting the Mountain and the
Barren Ground Caribou . ............... Carl Bungius
Hunting the Woodland Caribou ...............  Hugh Cabot
The Moose
Description and Distribution . . . H. E. Anthony 
Hunting the Canada Moose ............... F. C. Walcott
Hunting the Alaska Moose . . .  . William N. Beach 
Hunting the Wyoming Moose . . . .  H. E. Anthony
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The Mountain Sheep
Description and D istribution..Hartley H. T. Jackson 
Hunting the Mountain Sheep . . .  Carrington Weems 
The Bockv Mountain Goat
Description and D istribution. .Ernest Thompson Seton 
Hunting the Rocky Mountain Goat . N. Vernon-Wood 
The Pronghorn
Description and Distribution . . .  H. E* Anthony 
Hunting the Pronghorn ............... . Belmore Browne
The Muskox 
Description 
Hunting the 
The Bison
Description 
Hunting the 
The Bear
Description 
Hunting the 
Hunting the 
Hunting the 
Hunting the 
The Puma
Description 
Hunting the 
The Jaguar 
Description 
Hunting the
and Distribution 
Muskox . . . . .
and Distribution 
Bison . . . . .
and Distribution 
Alaska Brown Bear 
Grizzly Bear . . 
Black Bear 
Polar Bear
and Distribution 
Puma . . . . . .
and Distribution 
Jaguar . . . . .
. H. E. Anthony 
. Peter Freuchen
George G. Goodwin 
George G* Goodwin
C. Hart Merriam 
. . Andy Simons 
. . Ned W. Frost 
R iggall 
B artlett
. E. A. Goldman 
R. R. M. Carpenter
. S. A. Goldman
...................... F. H
. . . . Robert A.
Kermit Roosevelt
The Walrus
Description and Distribution . . .  H* 
Hunting the Walrus ..................  Robert A
I . Anthony 
. B artlett
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APPENDIX B
CHBQNOLOQICAL HISTOHY OF ESTABLISHMENT OF 
MT. MCKINLEY NATIONAL PABK
A detailed abstract o f correspondence and summary of 
events as to this park may be useful to some future student 
of our national parks. The originals o f these papers have 
been preserved.
Letter 1* H. P. Karstens, Fairbanks, Alaska, to
H. M. Albright, Washington, D. C., July 25, 1918.
"While I  worked fo r  Sheldon as guide, perhaps In 1906, 
he suggested that the country on Toklat Elver would make 
a fine park and game preserve." Names people s t i l l  In 
the Kantlshna country who know Sheldon wished to set 
that country aside fo r  a park.
2. C. Sheldon, Woodstock, Vermont, to E. W. Nelson, 
Washington, D. C., October 10, 1915*
Believes time now ripe to push through Congress b i l l  
to establish Denali National Park; Denali - Mt.
McKinley - to be its  center. Plans contemplated.
3. Hon. James Wickersham, Washington, D. C ., to C. Sheldon, 
New York, December 8 , 1915*
Acknowledges le t te r  o f December 3, suggesting Mt. 
McKinley Park. Doubtful about the matter because i t  
might in terfere with prospectors. ( Sheldon*s reply 
suggests b i l l  be so framed as to remove Wickersham's 
objections.)
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WIckersham, Washington, to Sheldon, New York,
January 3* 19 16*
Promises careful attention to McKinley Park b i l l  
when put In shape by Mr* Mather and others.
5. Henry 0* Gray, Secretary, Boone and Crockett Club, New 
York, to C. Sheldon, New York, December 21, 1915*
Transmits resolution of Boone and Crockett Club, 
endorsing Mt. McKinley National Park project and 
appointing Sheldon and Grant oommlttee to do various 
things and to advocate the plan as the plan o f the 
Boone and Crookett Club.
6. Sheldon, New York, to S. T. Mather, Washington,
December 15 9 1915•
Proposes the establishment o f the park and says that 
he has been in correspondence with WIckersham.
(The matter had been placed before the Boone and 
Crockett Club Game Committee December 13, and approved 
as by above resolu tion .)
7. S. T. Mather, Washington, to Sheldon, New York,
December 1 6 , 1915*
Asks Sheldon to come to Washington and confer with 
him or with R. B. Marshall, Supt. National Parks. 
Suggests coming now, as Riggs, of Alaska Engineering 
Commission, is there.
8. Sheldon to Mather, December 18, 1915*
Prefers to postpone v is i t  to Washington t i l l  he can 
see both Mather and Secretary Lane. WIckersham^
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attitude w il l  depend on that o f Lane.
9* Mather, Washington, to H. P. Osborn, New York,
Deoember 18, 1915• (Befers to Letter 12)
Acknowledges election to associate membership in 
Boone and Crockett Club. Has already heard from Sheldon 
about proposed national park in Alaska, and has taken 
steps to go into matter.
10. Enos M ills, (Colorado) Washington, to Sheldon, New York, 
December 18, 1915.
Asks fo r  fu lle r  information about proposed national 
park in Alaska and i f  they can help the matter along. 
Acknowledges Boone and Crockett Club*s help in creation 
o f Booky Mountain National Park.
11. Enos M ills, Colorado, to Sheldon, New York,
December 22 , 1915.
Acknowledges reply of Deoember 20 and hopes to be 
present in Washington when Sheldon has conference with 
Mather.
12. Befers back to Letter 9* H. F. Osborn, New York, to 
Mather, Washington, Deoember 16, 1915*
Announces Mather*s election  to associate membership 
in Boone and Crockett Club and commends Sheldon to 
Mather.
(Memorandum. Herschel Parker lunched with Sheldon 
December 2 7 , and Sheldon consulted him about boundaries 
of the p&rk. Parker at once consulted Browne.)
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December 29, Sheldon had conference with Mather and 
others In Washington.
13* B. S. Yard, Washington, to Grlnnell, New York,
January 6 , 19 16 ,
Saw Sheldon in Washington, hopes he w il l  keep his 
hand on the business (o f  pfarks) until i t  actually comes 
before Congress as a good b i l l .
“Meantime Belmore Browne of the Campfire Club turned 
up in Washington yesterday upon the same errand. He is 
Chairman of the Conservation Committee of that Club and 
he came down here to see i f  there was anything at a l l  
being done toward getting McKinley made a National Park. 
He was much surprised to find that Mr. Sheldon and the 
Boone and Crockett Club were f i r s t  in the fie ld *  He is 
going to get in touch with Mr. Sheldon immediately upon 
his return.®
14. Yard, Washington, to Sheldon, New York, January 7, 1916.
Refers to v is i t  “yesterday" by Belmore Browne, 
talking Mt. McKinley.
15. Sheldon, New York, to Yard, Washington, January 8 , 1916.
Advises consultation with Wickersham so that he shall 
be interested. Mather spoke before whole Boone and 
Crockett Club Thursday night (Annual Meeting) and 
received with enthusiasm. Belmore Browne w il l  be of 
much assistance. Professor Parker suggested the south
lin e s .
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16* H. G. Gray, Secretary, Boone and Crockett Club, New 
York, to Sheldon, New York, January 10, 1916.
Transmitting resolution adopted at annual mieetlng o f 
the 6'lub held January 6 , approving plan fo r  Mt. MoKlnley 
Park, appointing Sheldon and Grant committee to do 
various things and to advocate the plan prepared as the 
plan o f the Boone and Crockett Club.
17. Thomas Biggs, J r., Washington, to Sheldon, New York, 
January 12, 19 16 .
Is drafting b i l l .  Asks fo r  description o f boundaries; 
says Belmore Browne was down there fo r  a few days a fte r  
S. was in Washington.
18. Sheldon, New York, to Biggs, Washington, January 13, 1916.
Sends description of boundaries, hopes park may be 
called Denali, talked with Browne day before, suggestions 
as to securing Wlokersham’ s approval.
Memorandum attached. Penciled notes o f the lim its 
o f the $ark drawn by C. Sheldon, and by him sent to 
Biggs, January 15, 1916.
19. Biggs, Washington, to Sheldon, New York, January 14, 19 16 .
Acknowledges memo of boundaries, enclosed rough 
dra ft o f b i l l ,  believes McKinley better known name 
than Denali, decides not to say anything about game 
refuges advooated by Belmore Browne.
20. Copy o f the b i l l  drafted by Biggs and sent to Sheldon.
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20a. Sheldon, New York, to Biggs, Washington,
January 15# 193-6.
Suggests oertaln changes In the b i l l .
21. Biggs, Washington, to Sheldon, New York, January 17# 1916.
Acknowledges le t te r  o f January 15 and believes the 
suggested changes should be made.
22. Sheldon to Biggs, January 25, 1916.
Asking as to progress o f the matter and promising 
to go to Washington with others when Biggs is ready 
fo r  a conference.
23. Biggs to Sheldon, January 26, 1916.
"W ill n o tify  you."
24. Biggs to Sheldon, January 28, 1916.
Detail as to the b i l l .  Memorandum from Browne 
acknowledging receipt o f something.
25. Sheet o f carbon copy which has something to do with 
boundaries o f proposed park. (? ) Changes.
26. Sheldon to Biggs, January 29 , 19 16 .
Approving ohanges.
2 7 . Sheldon to Mather, Washington, February 8 , 1916.
Urging meeting about the b i l l  in Washington.
28. Mather to Sheldon, February 9# 1916.
Promises to arrange fo r  a conference.
29. Sheldon to Mather, February 26, I 9I 6 .
Advises o f his departure fo r Mexico in two or three 
days. States that i t  has been arranged to put the
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matter o f the b i l l  in the hands of John B. Burnham, 
and that he w il l  organize people throughout the country 
in behalf o f the b i l l*
30. Sheldon to Mather, March 25# 1918.
Has just returned. Speaks with enthusiasm of the 
lim its o f the proposed McKinley Park.
31. Mather to Sheldon, April 3# 1918.
B il l  w il l  soon be transmitted to Wiokersham. Unable 
to suggest a Senator to introduce i t .
(Sheldon pencils note, " I  advise Senator Pittman.")
32. Copy of H. B. 14775, introduced by Wiokersham April 18, 
1916, to establish the Mt. McKinley National Park in 
the te rr ito ry  of Alaska.
33. S. 5718, introduced by Mr. Pittman, April 22, 1918, 
same t i t l e .
34. A plea fo r  Mt. McKinley National Park, Belmore Browne 
and B. S. Yard, published by the Campfire Club of 
Amerioa, Boone and Crockett Club, American Game 
Protective Association, 1918.
35- Hearings before a sub-committee o f the Committee on
Public Lands on H. B. 14775 held Thursday, May 4, 19 16 .
38. Hearing before the Committee on T err ito r ies , United 
States Senate, on S. 5718, held May 5# 1918.
37. Sheldon to Mather, May 5» 1918.
Beport o f interviews with Senator Pittman and 
Wiokersham; and expression of hope that b i l l  establishing
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park may be passed even i f  not In perfect shape.
38. John B. Burnham, New York, to Sheldon, Woodstock, 
Vermont, June 2 , 1916.
Report o f tr ip  to Washington; b i l l  is being held up 
in House apparently beoause of fr ic t io n  between 
Wickersham and sub-committee over Lane’ s amendment.
38a. Sheldon to Mather, June 13, 1916.
Ind irectly  suggests withdrawal o f Lane amendment to 
the b i l l .  Suggests that McClintio be influenced to 
report b i l l  without amendment.
39* H. M. Albright, Washington, to Sheldon, New York,
June 15, 1916.
Mather absent; b i l l  came up in Senate about two weeks 
ago; was objected to and fa iled .
40. McClintic, Washington, to Burnham, New York,
June 28, 1916*
Letter as to progress of b i l l .  This le t te r  sent to 
Sheldon with Letter 41.
41. Burnham, New York, to Sheldon, Vermont, July 7* 1916.
Detailed report o f v is i t  to Washington, te ll in g  of 
fr ic t io n  between Wiokersham and In terior Department on 
account of amendment.
42. Burnham, New York, to Mather, Washington, July 7, 1916.
Letter which accompanied copy of Burnham’ s le t te r  to 
Sheldon of July 7, sent to Mather.
43. Burnham to Sheldon, Vermont, July 21, 19 16 .
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Enclosing le t te r  from Mather*s secretary, showing 
that Lane has withdrawn amendment.
44* Copy o f le t te r  from Mather*s secretary to Burnham,
July 20, 1916, as above, sent to Sheldon*
45 . Wickersham, Washington, to Sheldon, Vermont,
July 26, 1916.
Reference to Lane*s delay in withdrawing amendment.
46. Congressional Record, September 8, 1916, pp* 16, 548- 
549, and p. 16,551. Discussion of b i l l  amendments and 
fin a l passage.
46a. Copy of S* 5716, 64th Congress, 2d Session, b i l l  to 
establish Mt. McKinley National Park.
47. Program of National Park Conference, January 26, 1917*
January 4, Sheldon spoke in the afternoon, and in 
the evening Stephen R. Capps delivered an illu stra ted  
lec tu re .
48. Mather to Sheldon, Washington, January 11, 1917*
Congratulations on his speeches and on his coming 
to Washington.
49. Sheets from National Geographic Magazine. January, 1917, 
illu strated  a rtic le  on proposed McKinley National Park 
by Stephen R. Capps, o f the United States Geological 
Survey.
50. H. R. Report 1273, 64th Congress, 2d Session, January 
10, 1917, by Mr* McClintic on Senate B il l  5716.
51. Pp. 4026-4028 o f Congressional Record, February 9, 1917; 
discussion in House and passage o f b i l l  as amended.
zk\
$2, P. 4134 of Congressional Record, February 20, 193-7» 
concurrence o f Senate with House amendments.
53. Act to establish Mt. McKinley National Park, S. 573-6, 
approved February 26, 1917*
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APPENDIX C
RESOLUTIONS OF NATIONAL RECREATION CONFERENCE - 1924-
CITIZENSHIP BALUES
i .
Resolved, that outdoor recreation furnishes opportunity 
to gain abounding health, strength, wholesome enjoyment, 
understanding and love o f nature, good-fellowship and keen 
sportsmanship and, above a l l ,  has a d irect beneficia l 
influence on the formation o f sturdy character by developing 
those qualities of se lf-con tro l, endurance under hardship, 
reliance on s e lf ,  and cooperation with others on team work 
which are so neoessary to good citizenship.
FEDERAL LAND POLICY 
I I .
Whereas. i t  seems desirable to express the opinion of 
the Conference regarding the primary functions o f the two 
major governmental agencies naturally touching the f ie ld  
of recreation, namely, the National Park Service and the 
National Forest Service, be i t
Resolved. 1, That the Conference express its  approval 
o f the h istoric  and popular b e lie f  that the National Parks 
System consists of permanent national reservations protecting 
invio late those wonderful or unique areas o f our country 
which are museums representing the scenery and principal 
natural features o f the United States available in our great 
heritage o f animate and inanimate nature;
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2. That these Parks must be protected completely from 
a l l  economic use; that their scenic qualities should 
represent features of national importance as distinguished 
from those o f sectional or loca l sign ificance, and that they 
must be preserved in a condition of unmodified nature;
3. That laws should be provided which w ill  furnish an 
administration as nearly uniform as possible throughout the 
National Parks System;
4. That the Conference express its  approval o f the 
statement that National Forests are areas set aside to 
protect and maintain in a permanently productive or useful 
condition lands unsuited to agriculture but capable o f 
y ield ing timber or other general public benefits; and that 
a l l  resources o f National Forests, including recreation, 
should be developed to the greatest possible extent 
consistent with permanent productivity in such a way as to 
insure the highest use o f a l l  parts o f the area involved;
5. That the Conference respectfu lly oa lls to the 
attention of the President’ s Committee the fact that 
recreation in the National Forests may be better served by 
such adjustment o f both state and federal laws and of 
responsib ility  fo r  their execution that the Forest Servioe 
can administer e ffe c t iv e ly  the wild l i f e  o f the forests, 
and protect isolated gems of scenery such as may naturally 
f a l l  within the forests.
And Whereas. in the Judgment o f this Conference valuable
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recreational resources in the public domain are rapidly 
being los t to public use; therefore be i t
6 . Resolved. That the attention of the Federal Government 
be called to the need of a careful survey of a l l  available 
resources of the publicly owned lands in order that we may 
secure adequate information regarding recreational fa c i l i t ie s  
o f such areas;
7 . That the Federal Government be requested to give 
consideration to the administration of such areas o f publicly 
owned lands as are found to have special Importance by 
reason of their a va ila b ility  fo r  recreational purposes;
8. That the President’ s Conference respectfu lly c a ll to 
the attention o f the Federal Government the fact that in 
determining the administration of recreational areas on 
publicly owned landB i t  is desirable to recognize the 
p oss ib ility  of transfer o f such lands to the National Park 
Service, the Forest Service, or to the States concerned, 
provided the spec ific  areas f i t  themselves properly to the 
use o f these agencies; and
9 . That the Conference recognize the d es irab ility  of 
setting up a continuing body, perhaps o f the Commission 
form, centered as now in the President’ s Cabinet, and having 
as its  function the investigation of problems o f Federal 
land policy so fa r  as they relate to recreation, and the 
consideration of measures to secure in practioe that continuity 
and harmony o f polioy in the administration of Federal lands
fo r  recreational purposes which is the desire o f a l l  the 
interests concerned,
STATE PAEKS AND FOBESTS
I I I .
1. We urge upon our governments, lo ca l, county, state 
and national, the acquisition of land and water areas 
suitable fo r  recreation and preservation o f wild l i f e  as a 
form o f the conservation of our natural resources, until 
eventually there shall be public parks, forests and preserves 
within easy access o f a l l  the people of our nation, and also 
to encourage the interest of non-governmental agencies and 
Individuals in acquiring, maintaining and dedicating fo r 
public use sim ilar areas; and
2. The enactment of le g is la tion , including adequate 
appropriations, and the adoption of po lic ies  which w il l  
insure cooperation between the Federal Government and the 
States, and w ill promote the practice of forestry in its  
broadest sense and make the growing of timber by the private 
land owners safe and pro fitab le .
SUHVEY AND CLASSIFICATION OF BECHEATION 
RESOURCES
IV.
1. That there should be a complete and comprehensive 
survey and c lass ifica tion  of a l l  recreational fa c i l i t ie s  
and resources, both public and private, fo r the entire 
country;
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2. That In the development o f public reservations o f 
recreational Importance adequate systems o f roads and tra ils  
connecting these reservations be provided.
PLANTS AND FLOWERS
V.
1* That we recognize that the education of school children 
and popular education through the press and other 
publications, and through churches, colleges and in other 
ways, o ffe r  the surest means o f protecting wild plants and 
flowers; and we heartily  commend the work of the volunteer 
Organizations which have already exerted much influence and 
proved the effectiveness o f popular education;
2* That every c ity  and town should possess, as part of 
the nature study equipment o f the public schools, and fo r  
public recreation, a wild park in whioh the native vegetation 
is absolutely protected;
3. That laws to uphold private owners in the protection 
o f such plants as dogwood, mountain lau rel, holly and other 
valuable native vegetation should be enacted by a l l  the 
states; and
That we recognize the great need of a National 
Arboretum and Botanical Park and we urge that in this 
institu tion , when established, special consideration be 
given to the protection o f our native plants and to the 
development of an adequate knowledge of their care and 
propagation fo r  public education and recreation.
2^7
BIRDS
VI.
1. That the greatest problem In connection with wild 
bird conservation today is the provision o f an e ffe c tiv e  
system of education on a scale greater than any hitherto 
attempted and en listing  the assistance o f a l l  available 
agencies, including the press, the screen, and the radio;
2. That the principal practical problems o f the immediate 
future are better enforcement of existing laws, strengthening 
the statutes in certain states and constant watchfulness 
against loss o f ground already won;
3. That the importance should be emphasized, in the 
administration o f bird laws, of basic surveys and inventories, 
o f consideration of loca l conditions in the regulation of
bag lim its , o f sanctuaries in connection with a l l  public 
shooting grounds, and of expert personnel.
GAME AND PUB BEARING ANIMALS
V II.
1. That e f fo r t  should be continued for the preservation 
o f game animals through propagation, refuges, public 
shooting grounds, prevention of destructive practices, 
non-sale regulations, bag lim its , licensing systems, special 
funds and other methods;
2. That special emphasis should be la id  upon improvement 
and development of methods through non-politica l state game 
commissions with trained personnel, long tenure of service
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and broad administrative power; through conservation and 
reclamation of natural breeding or feeding grounds; through 
s ta t is t ic a l surveys; and through e ffo rts  to obtain greater 
cooperation between state and private organizations interested 
in game; and
3. That campaigns of extermination against predatory 
animals should be discouraged, except as authorized by 
experts under state or Federal control.
4. Whereas. the e ff ic ie n t  administration of wild l i f e  
depends upon a detailed and accurate knowledge of the 
animals concerned;
Besolved. That a l l  sportsmen should cooperate with museums 
or other s c ien t ific  institutions and, so fa r  as possible, 
make the results of their hunting available fo r  study, 
research and permanent record.
5. Whereas. the decrease of hunting grounds, the rapid 
increase of hunters, lib e ra l k illin g  p riv ileges  and other 
destructive influences are now operating to diminish and 
exterminate game birds, animals and fishes;
Basolved. That steps should be taken promptly to secure 
reductions in bag lim its and open seasons which w il l  reduce 
the annual volume of game k il l in g , both migratory and non- 
migratory, by large amounts where necessary; and
6. That the wild l i f e  On unreserved public lands should 
be administered whejfre possible by the Federal B iological 
Survey.
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FISH
V III .
W&erea,g,, Fisheries and aquatic resources are o f very 
great importance as a source o f food supply and as a means 
o f providing health-giving recreation to a l l  classes o f 
c itizen ry ; and
Whereas. these aquatic resources have been dangerously 
depleted and are further threatened by stream pollution; 
therefore, be i t  resolved:
1. That s c ien t ific  investigation furnishing a sound basis 
fo r  the administration of a l l  fishery resources be further 
enoouraged by Federal, state and private agencies;
2. That propagation, stooking and rescue operations in 
public and private waters be greatly  enoouraged and enlarged;
3. That leg is la tion  is urgently needed, especia lly  with 
respeot to the uniformity of state laws, boundary waters, 
and anadromous fishes, such as salmon, striped bass, shad 
and sturgeon;
4* That Federal leg is la tion  should be secured stopping 
the interstate sale and shipment o f black bass; and
5. That recognition should be taken of the fact that 
Federal and state appropriations fo r  fisheries  work have 
not kept pace with the growing needs of the country.
POLLUTION AND DRAINAGE
IX.
Whereas. increasing industrial expansion results in the
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exceedingly dangerous and destructive pollution of rivers 
and coastal waters, thereby rendering them uninhabitable to 
aquatic life of all useful kinds, seriously impairing shore 
bathing, and materially restricting possibilities for 
recreation through the accumulation of oily wastes; and 
Whereas, the menace from fire hazard from floating oily 
wastes extends beyond the control of the nation and involves 
also the high seas; be it
Resolved. That solution of the problem must be sought 
first, by educating public opinion to bring about 
cooperation of all corrective influences; second, by 
securing detailed information concerning the extent, sources 
and nature of pollution; third, by encouraging technical 
investigation of exact conditions and means for transforming 
noxious into harmless substances; and fourth, by securing 
the adoption of corrective measures by National and state 
authorities; and
Whereas. the United States possess 80,000,000 acres of 
swamp and overflowed land important for equalizing stream 
run-off by holding rainfall, and in many instances serving 
as the breeding grounds of fish and wild life, be it
Resolved. That indiscriminate drainage is to be deplored 
as a source of conspicuous waste, and that careful 
investigation should be made in advance of all drainage 
operations to determine resultant benefits and injuries.
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INTEBNATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS
X.
1. That the Federal authorities be requested to enter
i
into negotiations with nations constituting the Pan-American 
Association and others adjacent to the United States looking 
toward the formulation of conventions to protect migratory 
wild fowl and insectivorous birds whose habitat exists 
Jointly in these countries and the United States; and
2. That we recognize the value o f international a th letic  
competitions as a means o f promoting ideals o f 
sportsmanship, mutual understanding, and respect among 
nations, and that we appeal to a l l  government, c iv ic  and 
voluntary agencies for encouragement and support o f the 
representatives o f our country in these international 
competitions;
3. That the Consular Service be asked to e ffe c t  exchange 
o f information with foreign countries concerning 
governmental and municipal experience in developing physical 
train ing, playgrounds and outdoor recreation; and
4. That, in American institutions o fferin g  courses in 
recreation, special provisions be made fo r  foreigners 
wanting to study American methods fo r  use in their home
countries.
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FINANCIAL ENCOURAGEMENT OF OUTDOOR RECREATION
XI*
That the matter o f financing the Outdoor Recreation 
Movement be referred to the Permanent Organization which 
i t  is hoped w ill  succeed this Conference.
VALUE OF OUTDOOR RECREATION TO 
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS
X II.
1. That the Presidents Conference should emphasize the 
benefits which accrue from the provision o f permanent 
outdoor recreation fa c i l i t ie s  within the reach of industrial 
workers and their fam ilies;
2. That the Conference should urge industries and 
mercantile establishments to provide, as opportunity o ffe rs , 
additional fa c i l i t ie s  fo r  organized games; and to support 
municipal provision of wholesome outdoor recreational 
fa c i l i t ie s ;
3. That the Conference should ca ll attention to the faot 
that a c t iv it ie s  o f this kind require Just as much thought, 
care, planning and supervision as any other phase of 
business, and that good intentions not founded upon 
knowledge, not guided by experience and training, have led 
to disappointment and fa ilu re  in the past, as they have in 
operating departments; and
4. That the Conference ca ll attention to the value fo r  
agricultural workers o f a l l  types of informal recreation 
and organized games which develop team play, quickness and
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bodily s k i l l ,  and to the value fo r  c ity  dwellers, 
especia lly those o f mature years, o f such recreations as 
fish ing, hunting, boating and oamplng, which involve a 
complete change o f environment.
MUNICIPAL PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS
X II I .
That in view of the massing o f our population in c it ie s
and towns, which, so far as foreseeable w il l  increasingly
continue, and in view o f the helplessness o f children and
youths to determine their own environment, and admitting
their Inherent righ t to a plaoe in whioh to play, the
Conference recognizes that i t  is the duty o f every community
to provide and operate e ither by public or private means,
adequate space fo r  play and recreation and that at least
ten per cent o f the area o f a community should be regarded
as the minimum requirement fo r this purpose, so distributed
as to give a l l  sections, as nearly as may be, equal
accommodation both as to location and area;
in
And to this end $[ new c ity  additions o f ten acres or 
more this provision should be made a condition o f such 
additions• acceptance by the municipalities;
And reoognizing further that recreation, aside from its  
pleasure-giving object, is an important element in fostering 
good citizensh ip, i t  is the duty o f the community to furnish 
on Its  playgrounds organized recreation under executive 
leadership o f high character; and
2 5^
That the President’ s Conference on Outdoor Becreation 
looks with approval on those agencies and Institutions 
seeking to give specialized professional training to workers 
In the various fie ld s  o f recreation.
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
XIV.
1* That the Conference endorse Nature Study in schools 
and the extension o f the Nature Study idea to every American 
school and family;
2. That provision be made in the curricula o f a l l  Normal 
Schools and Colleges fo r  the train ing o f the neoessary 
teachers and leaders in Nature Study; and
3. That the establishment of Museums of Natural History 
in National Parks w il l  increase the educational and 
recreational value o f the Parks.
OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL NEEDS OF CHILDREN
XV.
1. That the Conference believes that the basic 
recreational needs o f a l l  children are the same and urges 
the value o f a statement o f average outdoor standards fo r  
children based on a thorough study; that such a statement 
w il l  serve as a minimum which may be fre e ly  exoeeded, but 
which we shall f i r s t  endeavor to make universal;
2. That in view of the fact that 400 c it ie s  and towns o f
8,000 or more are reported not to have a single playground 
or play leader, the Conference urges that these communities
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and a l l  others take up the study of the outdoor recreation 
needs o f their children, with the purpose of immediate 
action;
3. That the recreation needs o f the country’ s 15,000,000 
rural children should be studied and provided fo r  in 
connection with the sohools and in cooperation with agencies 
promoting helpful social a c t iv it ie s  as a means o f enriching 
country l i f e  and counteracting the lure o f the o ity ;
That the Conference urges the basic importance o f 
training leaders fo r recreational a c t iv it ie s ; i t  also oa lls 
attention to the need of recreation institu tes with 
traveling instructors;
5. That the growth o f our c it ie s  and communities has been 
such that inadequate provision has been made for the 
recreational needs o f th eir people, and land within the 
corporation lim its of such communities is costly ; very 
de fin ite  cooperation should be sought with c it ie s ,  towns 
and rural communities looking towards the acquisition by 
g i f t ,  or purohase by public funds, o f tracts o f land 
generally unsuited fo r  cu ltivation but w ell adapted fo r  
outdoor recreation, within reasonable distance from the 
centers of said c it ie s , towns or communities, with the object 
o f developing such areas as may be selected for general 
recreational centers open to a l l  c itizens and th eir fam ilies 
under regulations to be determined by said c it ie s  and 
communities; and
6, That commercial housing enterprises be urged to 
consider the setting aside o f a certain proportion of land 
fo r  the purpose of meeting the needs of the children fo r  
small In terior playgrounds.
The work o f the Conference was now over and Roosevelt 
as he dismissed i t  stirred  his hearers by a fin a l word o f 
encouragement and o f warning. He said:
"We a l l  o f us have a great idea. We have broken ground, 
we have la id  the corner stone. We have dug the foundation 
and I  think we have dug i t  w ell, but the building remains 
yet to be b u ilt . The resolutions are founded on what each 
one of us believes but they have not yet turned into 
accomplished facts. What each and every one of us has got 
to bear in mind is that we have not finished but have simply 
begun. What we must do now is to turn our ideals into faots 
accomplished and work fo r  the highest and best type o f 
Americanism and the truest ideal o f patriotism ."
A fter the adjournment o f the Conference the Executive 
Committee appointed various associations to co lle c t facts 
fo r  the use o f the Council and made a fin a l statement which 
closed with this paragraph:
" I t  is believed that through the close cooperation o f such 
private agencies and Government agencies, federa l, state, 
county and municipal, i t  w il l  be possible eventually to 
evolve a National plan fo r  outdoor recreation in which each 
agency, public and private, w il l  have and play its  part, to 
the end that our country w il l  be a happier, pleasanter and 
healthier place in which to l iv e . "
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APPENDIX D
AGREEMENT FOB THE HESTOCKING OF THE 
BLACK GAP AREA OF TEXAS 
AND AHEAS IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA 
WITH BIGHORN SHEEP
THIS AGBEEMENT, made this 27th day o f September, 195^» 
between the Game and Fish Commission of the state o f 
Arizona, the Game and Fish Commission of the state o f Texas, 
and the Boone and Crockett Club o f New Xork, the W ild life  
Management Institu te, and the U. S* Fish and W ild life  
Service, provides fo r the restocking o f the Blaok Gap Area 
o f Texas and certain areas in the state o f Arizona with 
bighorn sheep from the Kofa Game Range in Arizona.
WHEEBAS, the parties to this agreement are desirous o f 
restocking, i f  possible, the Black Gap Area o f Texas and 
other areas in Arizona with bighorn sheep, and
WHEREAS, i t  appears that the populations o f bighorn sheep 
in the Kofa Game Bahge may be such as to permit lim ited 
removals of sheep from that area,
NOW, THEREFORE, the parties hereto agree as follows:
1. The Arizona Game and Fish Commission w il l  undertake to 
capture 50 bighorn sheep on the Kofa Game Range, Arizona.
Of that number, 25 sheep w ill  be transported to and released 
on the Black Gap Area o f Texas. The remaining 25 sheep w ill  
be used fo r  stocking an area or areas to be selected by the 
Arizona Game and Fish Commission and approved by the Fish
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and W ild life  Service.
2. The cost of capture o f the 50 sheep, and the cost of 
transportation and release o f those going to Texas, including 
the construction of a temporary fence around a holding 
pasture within the Black Gap Area, the location and extent
of which w il l  be determined by mutual agreement, shall be 
assumed by the Texas Game and Pish Commission, except as 
otherwise provided in this agreement. The cost o f 
transporting the sheep retained by Arizona to the selected 
release s ite  or s ite s , together with other expenses incident 
to the transplanting operation, w il l  be assumed by the 
Arizona Game and Pish Commission.
3. Upon release o f the sheep within the Black Gap Area, 
their custody and control w il l  be assumed by the Texas Game 
and Pish Commission, except that during the l i f e  of the 
agreement, the Texas Game and Pish Commission and the Arizona 
Game and Pish Commission each w ill  provide the services o f
a b io log is t to advise in carrying out appropriate management 
practices, as well as assist in the In it ia l trapping program.
4. Predator animal control work w il l  be carried out as 
required on release areas in their respective states by the 
Arizona and Texas Game and Fish Commissions.
5. The U. S. Pish and W ild life  Service w il l  provide 
technical assistance in the restocking program and w il l  
cooperate in the predatory animal oontrol provided fo r  in 
paragraph
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6. The W ild life  Management Institu te and the Boone and 
Crockett Club each w ill  assist to the extent o f their 
available funds in helping to defray the costs of the 
restocking program contemplated by this agreement, 
particu larly with respect to such items o f expense fo r  which 
Federal or State funds are unavailable.
7. I t  is agreed and understood between the Texas Game and 
Fish Commission and the Arizona Game and Fish Commission 
that when the transplanting o f bighorns results in the 
accumulation of 125 sheep on the Blaok Gap Area, the Texas 
Commission w i l l ,  i f  requested, permit the removal o f not to 
exceed 25 sheep by the Arizona Commission fo r  the restocking 
o f other suitable areas in Arizona.
8. I t  is also agreed that every e f fo r t  w il l  be made to 
complete the trapping, transportation, and release of the 
50 bighorn sheep from the Kofa Game Range within 24 months 
from the date o f th is agreement, and none of the obligations 
under this agreement shall extend beyond a period of f iv e  
years.
9* I t  is likewise agreed and understood that any o f the 
obligations o f the U* S. Fish and W ild life  Servioe, and the 
Arizona Game and Fish Commission, and the Texas Game and 
Fish Commission which extend beyond the term of a f is c a l 
year fo r  such party shall be subject to the a va ila b ility  o f 
funds to carry out such obligations.
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ARIZONA GAME AND PISH COMMISSION 
By: John M* Hall, D irector
Date: September 15* 195**
TEXAS GAME AND PISH COMMISSION
By: H* D* Dodgen, Executive Secretary
Date: September 16, 1954
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE
By: C. R. Gutermuth, Vice President
Date: September 17, 1954
BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB
By: Richard Borden, Chairman, Conservation Committee
Date: September 24, 1954
U, S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
By: Ernest Sw ift, Assistant Director
Date: September 27, 195**
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APPENDIX B
THE AMERICAN WILD FOWLERS 
A B rie f History of the Association 
1927 -  1931 
By John C* Ph illips
In writing a b r ie f aooount of the American Wild Fowlers 
from its  inception in 1927 to its  close in 1931, i t  is 
probably true that the ideas which brought the organization 
into being are the most interesting portion of the story.
For a long time before 1927 Mr. Charles Sheldon of 
Washington, through his intimate contact with sportsmen, 
government o ffic e rs  and national conservation work generally, 
had foreseen an ultimate con flic t between those who hoped 
to save pioneer hunting fo r  each and every game license 
holder and those who realized  the im possibility o f any such 
dream, regardless o f its  merit.
Among duck shooters, those who had no land and who saw 
rapidly diminishing opportunities used the shooting clubs 
as a target to vent th e ir discontent upon. Demands became 
more insistent fo r  radical reduction in bag lim its and 
restrictions so drastic as to actually threaten the sport 
of w ild-fow ling and the maintenance o f huge areas o f winter 
feeding grounds held in private ownership.
The B iologioal Survey was hampered by laok of funds 
with which to investigate actual conditions in the f ie ld .
The Game Befuge b i l l  was on the rocks owing to the figh t
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over the p u b lic  sh oo tin g  ground c la u se . The fe d e ra l 
government was b e ing  asked to  ru sh  In to  the d e ta ils  o f game 
management w h ich  Mr. Sheldon alw ays and r ig h t ly  h e ld  was the 
du ty  o f the in d iv id u a l s ta te s . Sheldon fo resaw  th a t the bag 
l im it  cou ld  never have any e f fe c t  in  re s to r in g  w ild  fo w l 
abundance, and would in  the end tend to  a lie n a te  and 
d iscou rage  s u b s ta n t ia l sportsm en a l l  over the co u n try . T h is  
in  tu rn  would re a c t b ad ly  on the B io lo g ic a l Survey and upon 
law  enforcem ent g e n e ra lly .
There seemed to  be an immediate need o f  some o rg a n iz a tio n  
w h ich  co u ld  u n ite  sportsm en who were w i l l in g  and a b le  to  
h e lp  them selves, as w e ll as to  h e lp  the w ild  fo w l. There was 
need o f ed u ca tin g  sportsm en to  lo o k  a t w ild - fo w l problem s 
in  a b roader and more n a t io n a l way. There was need o f a 
c o n tro l u n it  to  combat some o f the more v io le n t  and fa n a t ic  
propaganda th a t was f lo o d in g  the coun try  and m is rep re se n tin g  
the Departm ent o f A g r ic u ltu re ,  the C h ie f o f the Bureau o f 
B io lo g ic a l Survey and a l l  decen t sportsm en. The r a d ic a l 
e lem ents were o rgan ized  and n o is y , the duck shoo te rs  were 
s ca tte re d  and w ith o u t le a d e rsh ip *
The p la n s  c a lle d  fo r  funds enough to  c a r ry  a lo n g  work 
fo r  th ree  y e a rs , d u rin g  w h ich  tim e i t  was thought the Board 
o f D ire c to rs  cou ld  d e c id e  w hether fu r th e r  e f f o r t  was 
d e s ira b le  o r n e ce ssa ry .
In  the meantime, D r. Lew is S. M o rr is  w ith  S he ldon ’ s 
h e lp  began w ork ing  a long  these lin e s  in  the w in te r o f  1926-27.
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To him belongs the credit o f actually starting a movement 
which grew into the organization o f the American Wild Fowlers.
At this time Dr. Morris began writing to some of his 
friends and early in January (1927), together with Dr, George 
Bird Grinnell, gave a dinner at which the follow ing gentlemen 
were present? B. W* Kelley, C. L, Hiker, R, M. L ittle joh n ,
B. E* Gerry, Morgan Davis, W. S. Corey, L. H, Beers, Bayard 
Domlniok, A, V. Stout, W. L. DeBost, J, V. Jerome, J. C.
0*Conner, Charles Sheldon and S. W. Childs.
At this dinner a oommittee o f organization was appointed, 
consisting o f Dr. G* B. Grinnell, Mr. L. H* Beers and 
Dr* Morris. The sum o f $3,650 was underwritten fo r  a period 
o f three years in case an organization which was then to be 
ca lled  the "Wild Fowlers League" was actually formed.
Following this dinner a le t te r  was sent out to a 
considerable number o f men interested in duck shooting in 
la te  January, 1927, and the rep lies are s t i l l  on f i l e .  
Additional funds were subscribed but the amount was not 
su ffic ien t to warrant founding a league. About six thousand 
dollars were, however, in sight at th is time.
Later in the winter Charles Sheldon followed this matter 
up with some o f his friends in New Xork, particu larly  with 
Dr. John A. Hartwell, who became greatly  Interested in 
Sheldon's ideas and Impressed with the need fo r  action.
There followed a dinner o f sportsmen given by Mr* George 
T* Slade at his home in New York on May 25. Very diverse
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views were expressed at this time as to what the League 
would mean and how I t  should he conducted* I t  was agreed, 
however, that a f ie ld  secretary of the very best attainments 
was the f i r s t  essential.
At this meeting a partia l l i s t  o f directors was decided 
upon, consisting o f the follow ing: Edwin C# Baetjer o f
Baltimore, Chester K, Brooks o f Cleveland, Thomas Coohran of 
New York, D, Mark Cummings of Chicago, John Dymond, Jr, of 
New Orleans, John A. Hartwell o f New York, John C. Ph illips 
o f Wenham, Mass., Charles Sheldon o f Washington, George T. 
Slade o f New York, W^^iam A* Wheelook of New York, Dr.
George Bird Grinnell o f New York, Mr. Lewis C. Clark o f 
New York.
An Executive Committee was also appointed at th is time 
consisting o f Dr. Hartwell, Mr. Sheldon, Dr# P h illip s , Mr. 
Baetjer, Mr# Brooks, Mr. Wheelook and Mr. Cummings. They 
were instructed to meet and draw up a plan of organization 
and po lic ies  for a la te r  meeting o f the d irectors.
Additional funds were also subscribed at this dinner, 
which, including those previously gathered, amounted to 
about twenty thousand dollars per year fo r  a three-year 
period*
The Executive Committee held three meetings a fte r  the 
Slade dinner and a program was drawn up and sent to the 
directors to be f in a lly  acted upon in November.
On June 9, 192?, Mr. Joseph Knapp gave a dinner at the
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Links Club, New York, at whioh time the objects and po lic ies 
drawn up by the Executive Committee were accepted*
The work o f organization would not have been possible 
without the vigorous guiding hand of Dr* Hartwell and fu l l  
cred it should be given to him fo r  his work during this 
period and later*
Afterward, the Executive Committee was greatly 
strengthened by the addition of Dr. E* W. Nelson, formerly 
Chief o f the B io logica l Survey. Mr. Wheelook and Mr.
Cummings asked to  be relieved  o f the committee work* Mr* 
Sheldon was to act as chairman, Dr. John C. Ph illips  was 
elected president and Mr. Louis C. Clark agreed to serve as 
treasurer.
The most important work of a l l  now faced the new 
organization, and this was a search fo r  a f ie ld  secretary.
On June 22 Mr. Nash Buckingham and Dr. Ph illips had a 
conference in Boston, muoh correspondence followed, and a 
tentative understanding was reached. No actual work was 
contemplated during the summer o f 1927, as Mr. Buckingham 
was not free to come with us until 1928.
The next meeting of the Board of Directors was held in 
New York on November 3, 1927, and at that meeting further 
organization matters were settled  and the pending Game 
Befuge b i l l  was discussed at length.
The Executive Committee met on December 5 and. Mr. 
Buckingham was called in to meet the members of the committee.
He was engaged at this time and arrangements were made to 
begin work on March 1, 1928, at which time i t  was decided 
to open an o ff ic e  in Washington, D. C. Money being now 
available from contributions collected by Mr. Clark, i t  was 
voted to aid the duck census work o f the B iological Survey 
by subscribing f ifte e n  hundred dollars per year fo r the 
services o f one assistant who would be employed to tabulate 
the reports o f wild fowl observers. This work was kept up 
for three years. This money, and la te r  on other subscriptions, 
were turned over d irect to the Department o f Agriculture 
and accounting rendered afterwards to the Wild Fowlers.
There were present at this meeting Dr. Hartwell, Dr. 
G rinnell, Charles Sheldon, Dr. Ph illip s , George Slade and 
Mr. Louis C. Clark; by invita tion , Dr. Fisher o f the 
B io log ica l Survey and Mr. Buckingham.
I t  might be mentioned that the orig in a l name "Wild 
Fowlers League" was discussed and changed several times.
The names "Wild Fowlers o f North America" and "Wild Fowler’ s 
League o f America" were suggested. The name "American Wild 
Fowlers® was adopted at one o f the spring meetings in 1927.
On November 7, 1927 the prospectus was in fin a l order 
and th is was sent out with a le t te r  from the president to 
a l l  subscribers, asking them to send their f i r s t  year’ s 
contribution to treasurer Clark.
The winter o f 1927-28 was not active owing to the delay 
in seouring the services of Mr. Buckingham. However, Messrs.
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Sheldon, Ph illips and Hartwell were active in keeping up 
the interest in the new organization.
On March 1, 1928, Mr, Buckingham arrived in Washington 
and with Dr* Ph illips immediately opened an o ff ic e  in the 
Lenox Building in L S treet. Satisfactory le t te r  paper was 
prepared from a design made by the a r t is t ,  A. L* Bipley of 
Boston. The prospectus, containing the l i s t  o f d irectors, 
the Executive Committee and the objects and po lic ies  o f the 
Wild Fowlers was sent out to many persons.
A beginning was made in the preparation o f a l i s t  of 
Duck Clubs throughout the United States, with l is ts  o f 
membership when obtainable. A start was made years before 
this by the B io logica l Survey, but the l i s t  had been allowed 
to lapse and in 1928 was very much out o f date.
The question of membership was one which had come up 
many times during organization meetings and in le tte rs .
Many duck clubs indicated th e ir  desire to join as olubs but 
i t  was f e l t  that i t  was muoh wiser to obtain individual 
subscriptions from individual members. In several clubs in 
Cleveland and one in Louisiana a l l  the members made small 
donations to the secretary o f the club who forwarded these 
when collected to the treasurer o f the Wild Fowlers.
I t  was f in a lly  decided not to attempt a large 
membership owing to the danger o f duplicating the work o f 
other organizations and also to the likelihood of building 
up at some time an unwieldy organization that could not be
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controlled by a strong central body* On the Directorate, 
however, were sportsmen from a l l  over the country, Including 
the Northeastern States, Maryland, Louisiana, Tennessee, 
Colorado, Minnesota and Utah, Other names were added to the 
orig ina l d irectorate, owing to resignations, and the number 
was kept at fifte en .
The f i r s t  meeting of the directors a fte r  the o ff ic e  was 
opened in Washington was held at the Links Club, April 25, 
1928* The attendance was small* About fo r ty - fiv e  gentlemen, 
mostly contributors, were invited but only fourteen accepted 
and were present. The follow ing year, 1929, and in 1930 
other meetings were held with good attendance and Executive 
Committee meetings were also held*
At th is f i r s t  meeting, which was preceded by a meeting 
o f the Executive Committee, the follow ing directors were 
added: E. T* Lippett, Sugar Building, Denver; J. M* B e ll,
Minneapolis; R* M* Carrier, 624 South W ille tt S treet, Memphis; 
A# P. Bigelow, Ogden, Utah. The resignation o f Mr. William 
H. Wheelook from both Executive Committee and Board of 
Directors was accepted.
Expeditions, one to Alberta to study the crow situation, 
one to the Mississippi Valley to study the p oss ib ility  o f 
federal refuges, were outlined and authorized.
The status of the movement to restore the Albemarle 
Currituck Canal Locks was fu lly  discussed.
Mr. Sheldon , a c t in g  as chairm an o f the E xe cu tiv e
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Committee, spoke at great length on the objectionable 
feature which had just been Inserted into the Game Befuge 
b i l l  and i t  was voted that the Wild Fowlers would have to 
oppose the b i l l  as then drawn. For th is reason It  was not 
thought wise to expend Mr* Thomas Cochran’ s generous 
contribution to the campaign fo r  the b i l l .  His g i f t  was 
la te r  returned to him.
From this period i t  w il l  be more convenient to b r ie f ly  
summarize the work of the Wild Fowlers fo r  the follow ing 
three years under various subjeot headings. The orig ina l 
aims o f the organization, as they appeared in the le a f le t  
printed November 3, 1927, were as follows:
1* To interest a l l  persons, or groups of persons in the 
in te llig en t preservation and increase o f Migratory Wild Fowl 
in order that legitim ate sport, recreation and a game food 
supply may be insured fo r  the present and future generations.
2, To cooperate with the United States Bureau of 
B io logica l Survey and to res is t le g is la t iv e  e ffo rts  designed 
to take away from that bureau or department to which i t  may 
be assigned, the authority necessary to administer the 
migratory bird l i f e  of the nation*
3. To assist the B io logica l Survey in the defense o f a l l  
o f its  po lic ies  approved by the Executive Committee o f the 
American Wild Fowlers, where its  o f f ic ia ls  in public o ffic e  
may be barred or handicapped from participation .
4* To cooperate with the Bureau of B io logica l Survey in
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making a census of oup wild fowl,
5* To cooperate with a l l  state game agencies In 
leg is la tion  consistent with the po lic ies  o f the association*
6. To show to the public that tho active interest o f 
sportsmen is the principal element In wild fowl conservation.
7. To assist in studying the l i f e  h istories o f wild 
fowl fo r  the purpose o f more in te llig en tly  administering and 
preserving them, and to help to remedy a l l  conditions 
adversely a ffec tin g  them.
8. To cooperate with the constituted authorities to 
suppress the i l le g a l  t r a f f ic  in game.
9* And to adopt such po lic ies  and Institu te such 
procedures as e ither the Board o f Directors or the Executive 
Committee may from time to time authorize to further the 
conservation and increase o f w ild  fowl through properly 
regulated shooting.
These were adhered to as much as possible. Cooperation 
with the B io logica l Survey afterwards received severe 
critic ism  from certain sources, notably from the Homaday 
and McGuire groups, but th is was to be expected and was 
foreseen*
A good deal o f i l l  success attended our e ffo rts  in 
attempting to Interest shooting clubs, many o f whom remained 
suspicious or inattentive o f our a c t iv it ie s  and refused to 
answer le tte rs  and questionnaires. The B io log ica l Survey 
welcomed our cooperation from the start and their o ffic e rs
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were always helpful in spite o f the d i f f ic u lt  position they 
were placed in due to the pressure o f public sentiment for 
short-cut methods of conservation through drastic restrictions 
to sport.
The state agencies were very cooperative and we also 
established the fr ien d lie s t relations with representatives 
o f the arms and ammunition Industries (notably through Major 
Waller o f Dupont Company and his entire f ie ld  force of the 
DuPont Division o f Game Research).
With the American Game Association and with the 
magazines American F ie ld . F ield  and Stream and The Sportsman, 
we also worked on the most helpful terms.
Through the National Committee, o f which John C.
Ph illips was fo r  a time treasurer, we were able to forward 
work on the Norbeck-Andresen B il l  and other important matters, 
particu larly an investigation into the destructiveness of 
automatic and pump guns.
In September, 1928 Charles Sheldon, our most active 
member and actually the founder o f our organization, died 
at his camp in Nova Scotia. Not only was he a tremendous 
loss to the Amerloan Wild Fowlers, but also to a l l  the 
agencies concerned with w ild l i f e  and forest conservation. 
Perhaps few besides the members of the Executive Committee 
were able to rea lize  the loss we sustained in the death of
Charles Sheldon.
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Duok Shooting  C lubs
One o f our f i r s t  e ffo rts  was to prepare as accurate a 
l i s t  as possible o f the shooting clubs of the country. For 
this purpose we took over the orig in a l, but out of date, 
l i s t  prepared by the B iological Survey. Our f i r s t  attempts 
were not very successful as the l i s t  included many gun clubs 
and small temporary organizations without land, such as 
town fish  and game clubs and trap shooting clubs. Later on, 
in 1929 and 1930, we did more work on this l i s t  and weeded 
out the deadwood. We also tr ied  to find out the acreage of 
the preserves, and the membership o f the clubs.
Beginning in 1928 we sent out printed questionnaires 
ca llin g  fo r  a voluntary return o f migratory game k i l l ,  
tabulated as to species taken and to ta l k i l l .  Also we got 
information which showed the number o f "gun days," the 
average k i l l  per gun per day, etc.
A short summary o f the returns from these questionnaires 
was published in Amerlcan Game magazine by John C. P h illip s , 
and the subject was also mentioned in the book on American 
waterfowl published by Ph illips and Lincoln in 1930. These 
returns also formed the basis o f a paper on the sportsman*s 
bag read at the Isaak Walton League conference in Chioago 
in 1929.
The percentage o f returns to these inquiries was not 
at a l l  satisfactory and there was a fa l l in g  o f f  in 1930.
Few of the commercialized clubs responded.
With this experience we several times proposed a 
registration  o f a l l  olubs by state authority, since this 
matter appeared outside the jurisdiction of the B io logica l 
Survey* As a result the subject has been given serious 
consideration by the National Committee and the Advisory 
Board* Some states have already made club registration 
obligatory*
In the main, the information which we obtained in this 
way showed that the average annual k i l l  o f club members was 
not excessive and that average daily  bag lim its were 
reasonable* The importance of marsh land controlled by olubs 
was emphasized and we were able to show that without these 
clubs our whole system of wild fowl preservation would break 
down.
Cooperation with the B iological Survey
Beginning in the autumn o f 192? we contributed f ifte e n  
hundred dollars per year fo r three years towards the duck 
census work* We were also able to furnish the names o f many 
re liab le  observers, ch ie fly  from New England and from the 
Mississippi Valley.
Later on, in 1929, when i t  seemed that the census work 
had more or less outstripped i t s e l f  through a too great 
increase o f observers, Mr. Buckingham was appointed a member 
o f a committee to investigate and report on the status o f 
the duck census. This committee instructed Dr. Harry C. 
Oberholser, in charge o f the census, to prepare fo r the 1929
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Advisory Board hearing, maps and comparative figures showing 
increase or decrease o f wild fowl over the three year period.
Part o f the American Wild Fowler work contemplated was 
a furthering o f s c ien t if ic  investigation o f actual conditions 
in the f ie ld .  As far as funds were available we used them.
In early spring, 1928, an expedition under Mr. Archie Hull 
o f Salt Lake City was sent into central Alberta to study the 
crow problem in its  relation  to breeding ducks. Mr. T. E. 
Bandali o f Boyle, Alberta, Joined Mr. Hull in the f ie ld .  A 
oondensed report o f their results was read by Dr. Ph illips 
at the 1928 game conference in New York and afterwards i t  
was published in the proceedings of that conference.
Mr. Buckingham was active ly  engaged in observing f ie ld  
conditions at f i r s t  hand and covered almost the whole 
M ississippi Valley and parts o f the Gulf Coast.
We also sent Mr. Lincoln of the B io logica l Survey twice 
to the coast o f Louisiana in an attempt to band Blue Geese. 
Although both these trips were unsuccessful, a good deal was 
learned about the habits o f this species and a fa ir  number 
o f ducks were banded. Mr. Buckingham wrote several a rtic les  
on the Blue Geese. One appearing in American Game was widely 
reprinted. The National Association of Audubon Societies, 
through Dr. T. G ilbert Pearson, oooperated with us in giving 
Mr. Lincoln help and accommodations at its  Marsh Is le  
Sanctuary.
Mr, Lincoln also b u ilt traps on the Potomac River at
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our expense, and made several attempts to catch and band 
Canvas-back Ducks In order that we might get a better Idea 
o f the actual breeding grounds of the Canvas-backs that 
winter on the Chesapeake, besides gaining some idea o f their 
winter movements. The material to continue th is work is In 
the hands of the B io logica l Survey.
Through Mr. George Slade, a d irector and generous 
contributor o f the American Wild Fowlers, Mr. Lincoln went 
to Dawson, North Dakota, in September, 1929 aad- started 
intensive banding operations there. These resu lts, when 
tabulated, added greatly  to our knowledge o f migration, as 
w ell as supplying facts showing the percentage o f k i l l  to the 
percentage banded.
Another investigation in collaboration with the 
B iological Survey was put through in 1928. This was a tr ip  
to the lower M ississippi Valley by Mr. Buckingham, accompanied 
by Colonel H. P. Sheldon, Chief United States Conservation 
O fficer, with the idea o f mapping a possible chain o f w ild­
fowl sanctuaries on the lower r ive r . A fu l l  report o f this 
tr ip  was rendered to the directors and also to the ch ief o f 
the B io logica l Survey.
Mr. Buckingham made f i r s t  hand observations and a 
report on the Chesapeake-Albemarle Canal matter and on 
Currituck Sound. Later on ( in January, 1930), we appeared 
before the Land and Harbor Committee at th eir hearing 
concerning the proposed lock restoration.
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Other important work with the B io log ica l Survey was 
connected with law v io la tion , ch ie fly  game bootlegging. In 
the autumn o f 1929 we supplied the funds fo r  a special 
seoret investigation o f the notorious condition along a 
oertain r ive r  in I l l in o is .  Our agent worked under the 
auspices o f the Survey and copies o f a l l  his reports were 
sent to the American Wild Fowlers. These reports, some of 
which were la te r  tendered to the Senate Wild L ife  Committee, 
provided f i r s t  hand evidence as to the great necessity fo r 
more federal game proteotors. I t  also showed that game 
bootlegging was organized in a large way and reached up into 
important o ffic e s . This information w il l  ultimately lead 
to a clean-up o f these disgraceful conditions.
The situation as fa r as law enforcement is concerned 
in the Potomac and Chesapeake waters was long known to be bad. 
In the f a l l  o f 1929 the American Wild Fowlers sent a special 
warden, Mr. Harry Cooke, from Massachusetts to Washington.
He received federal authority and worked with other federal 
o ffic e rs  trying to uncover the game bootleg ring in 
Washington. His salary and expenses were paid by the 
American Wild Fowlers,
Mr. Cooke*s work was highly commended by the ch ief o f 
the Bureau and the information which he gathered la te r  on 
led to the capture o f one or two notorious poaohers.
On at least two occasions we contributed to a defense 
fund in a case where federal wardens were in great danger o f 
being convicted o f manslaughter in an unfortunate episode o f 
self-defense k il l in g  in V irgin ia.
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Federal Legis la tion . Bag Limit Controversies and 
Belated Matters. Formation of the National 
Committee. Advisory Board ( J. C* Ph illips 
Elected to I t ) , the Successful Passage o f the 
Norbeok-Andresen 3111 and the Defeat of the 
Haugen Bag Limit B il l
The American Wild Fowlers have always stood out against 
drastic federal bag lim it reductions fo r  various reasons 
which need not be discussed in d e ta il here. I t  was f e l t  that 
such reduction could have no e ffe c t  on the to ta l k i l l  and 
would eventually discourage private in it ia t iv e  in preserving 
and restoring w ild fowl habitats. Drastic cuts in bag 
lim its could only a ffe c t v is it in g  sportsmen and those owning 
or leasing properties and could not be enforced on looal 
shooters in the large majority o f cases.
Popular demand, especia lly from the West, however, 
became insistent, and in the end the reduction was recommended 
by the Advisory Board. I t  was accepted by the Secretary of 
Agriculture and beoame law at the end o f December, 1929.
This board had already, in 1928, made sim ilar recommendations. 
During the summer o f 1929 (August), a paper vote o f the 
Advisory Board was called fo r  by the Secretary o f Agriculture, 
but there was so much opposition that the secretary refused 
to make any reduction e ffe c t iv e  fo r  the 1929 season.
Our continued resistance to popular panaceas did not 
prevent federal aotion (to  our way o f thinking, unwise action )
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but I t  did certain ly show sportsmen and conservationists 
that there are two sides to the question. Discussions at 
the las t Advisory Board meeting (1930) show very p lain ly 
that many members have become convinced that further 
tinkering with federal regulations can never be expected 
to solve the big problems•
On many occasions the American Wild Fowlers have 
protested unwise restric tion  on the ground that federal law 
enforcement was not yet w ell enough organized* We 
constantly recommended before oommlttees and in magazine 
a rtic les  that more federal wardens must be authorized and 
financed. We sought out some of the worst slaughter holes 
and called federal attention to them*
A ll these a c t iv it ie s  o f the American Wild Fowlers made 
them a target o f attack by the Permanent Wild L ife  group, 
by Outdoor L ife  magazine and radical individuals who appeared 
in the f ie ld  in the winter o f 1929-.30 . These agencies had 
already attempted to poison the public mind towards the 
B io log ica l Survey and undoubtedly have done much permanent 
injury in the cause of rational wild l i f e  control and future 
recreation with the gun. As already hinted, the so-called 
Game Refuge b i l l  f e l l  upon dark days in the spring o f 1928 
and hastily  inserted amendments made its  passage inadvisable.
Through the groundwork prepared by Mr. Buckingham in 
the summer of 1928 and with the aid o f several in flu en tia l 
conservationists, among them Dr. Pearson, Mr. Carlos Avery,
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Mr* Ray Holland and Mr. Seth Gordon, the National Committee 
on Wild Life Legislation, consisting of representatives of 
nearly all organizations of national scope, was authorized 
at a meeting of the National Association of Game 
Commissioners In Seattle in September, 1928. This committee 
was formally organized at Washington on October 12, 1928 and 
Dr. Phillips was elected treasurer. Through the work of 
this representative group disputed clauses in the bill were 
ironed out, so that the bill was universally acceptable. 
Sufficient money was collected for a short, active campaign.
The successful result in the passage of the Norbeck-Andresen 
bill now forms a very cheerful chapter in conservation history. 
The Wild Fowlers took an active share in the work.
For some time the Hornaday group had insisted that bag 
limit and othei* federal regulations should be made into 
rigid law by act of Congress, thereby taking an important 
part of the administration of migratory wild life entirely 
out of the hands of the Department of Agriculture. The 
great danger was that, if this happened, such regulations 
might become popular political footballs. We felt at any 
rate that this proposed change was absolutely inconsistent 
with the terras of our treaty with Canada. The so-called 
Haugen bill came before the House Agricultural Committee in 
January, 1930. It was strongly supported by the same 
radical groups that for so long a time had attacked the 
Biological Survey in the most violent and destructive manner.
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Agents o f these groups had lobbied In the Capitol and 
created a fee lin g  o f distrust towards a l l  organized 
conservation groups, as well as towards Chief Bedington o f 
the B io logica l Survey.
The Wild Fowlers sent out telegraphic le tte rs  to a l l  
state game departments, and to others, carrying a vigorous 
protest against this b i l l .  The response to our telegrams 
was prompt and satisfactory and in the end the pernicious 
Haugen b i l l  was k illed  in committee. The sim ilar McNary 
b i l l  in the Senate never came up fo r  consideration.
During this hearing and afterwards, the o ffic e rs  o f the 
American Wild Fowlers were subjected to b it te r  and 
unwarranted attacks and received public ity  through Mr. 
McGuire o f Outdoor L ife  magazine, which was certa in ly  l i t t l e  
less than slanderous. On the whole, however, the result 
was satis factory, fo r i t  showed many senators and 
representatives the type o f irresponsible individual that 
derives enjoyment as well as comraeroial publioity from 
abusing those in authority and trying to mislead our federal 
lawmakers.
Not long a fte r  th is, indeed in the spring o f 1930, 
President Hoover suggested a Senate Committee on Wild L ife  
Resources. The American Wild Fowlers gave a dinner for 
this committee at the Mayflower Hotel in May, and i t  so 
happened this was rea lly  the f i r s t  time the Presidents 
committee actually met. Our advice was sought and la te r  on
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fre e ly  given to Chairman Walcott and Secretary o f the 
Committee Morris Legendre,
Publications
Compilation o f regional wild foivl conditions were made 
and distributed in 1928 and 1929. Mr* Buckingham published 
various short a rtic les  in sporting and trade journals. Dr. 
Ph illips supplied ed ito r ia l material to prominent Journals 
and wrote short a rtic les  on the bag lim it controversy, wild 
fowl conditions and farmer, sportsmen, naturalist and 
nature lover relationships.
Mr. Frederick C. Lincoln of the Bureau of B iologioal 
Survey gave much o f his spare time in 1929 and 1930 to the 
preparation of a book on American waterfowl. This was 
published under the jo in t authorship of Ph illip s  and Lincoln 
in December, 1930 (Houghton M ifflin  Company, Boston, 
Massachusetts). I t  embodied many of the ideas which the 
Wild Fowlers had formulated and preached, I t  was well 
received, both among naturalists and sportsmen, and many 
complimentary reviews were published, some of the best in 
s c ien t if ic  Journals such as The Condor. The Auk, e tc .
About two hundred and eighty copies o f th is book were 
distributed free to a carefu lly  prepared l i s t  o f interested 
persons a l l  over the United States and Canada. These were 
paid fo r  by the American Wild Fowlers.
In addition the authors distributed about one hundred 
copies on th e ir  own account. The sales o f this book would
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no doubt have been much greater had i t  not been for the 
extremely bad business conditions, but we hope i t  at least 
serves the purpose of a b r ie f textbook of present conditions.
Through an arrangement with the magazine American Game r 
a rtic les  were therein printed and afterwards distributed to 
a l l  Wild Powler subscribers, as reprints.
Attendance at Conference, e t c .
Most o f the important game conferences held in the 
United States between 1928 and 1931 were attended by the 
executive secretary or the president, in many cases by both. 
Mr, Buckingham spoke at numerous sportsmen’ s association 
meetings, especia lly in the Middle West. He also made radio 
talks and cooperated active ly  with state game commissioners 
and with the Game Survey being made by Mr. Aldo Leopold 
under the funds supplied by the sporting arms and ammunition 
manufacturers.
Miscellaneous
In 1929 Ur, Ph illips and several others were made 
members o f a subcommittee of the National Committee on Wild 
L ife  Legislation in order to study the e ffeo ts  of magazine 
guns on the game supply o f the country.
Mr. Buckingham traveled extensively in the Interest of 
th is committee in 1929 and 1930, not only getting the 
reactions o f sportsmen and gun dealers on the use o f 
automatics, but observing the e ffe c t  of the careless use 
o f these dangerous weapons in the f ie ld .  The conclusions
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reached were reported to the national committee at various 
times.
Many conferences were also held with the Remington Arms 
Company* One result o f these was the production in the 
summer o f 1930 o f the three-shot twenty-gauge Remington 
*Sportsman" gun.
As a resu lt, a resolution was passed at the 1930 Game 
Conference recommending the lim itation  o f automatics to 
three shots a fte r  a reasonable period. This resolution was 
passed along to the Secretary o f Agriculture and to the 
Advisory Board.
The members o f the Executive Committee o f the Wild 
Fowlers and most o f the directors f e l t  that the present-day 
automatics in the hands o f inexperienced and careless 
shooters were resulting in a wholesale loss o f w ild fowl 
through needless crippling, as well as in a d is tin ct lowering 
o f shooting ethics.
Through published a rtic les  Mr. Buckingham greatly  
assisted the B iological Survey in revealing the bad shooting 
conditions in the Arkansas White River region. We helped 
to have the antiduck baiting law passed in that state, also 
the federal regulations against dove baiting, a necessary 
regulation owing to the great decrease o f the Mourning Dove.
Through Mr. Buckingham's suggestion we were able to 
have published, by the Dupont Company, a very a ttractive  
booklet on the lega l status o f game in America and on trespass
284
and game. The material fo r  this work was prepared in Boston 
by Dean Brown o f Boston University Law School under the 
direction o f Dr, Ph illip s .
The publication o f this l i t t l e  book has done much to 
clear the a ir  on the vexed question o f game ownership and 
prepare the way fo r  more sensible and f le x ib le  laws oovering 
the production and disposal o f hand-reared game.
Dr. Ph illips was placed on the Game Policy Committee 
of the American Game Association in 1929. This committee 
worked fo r  some time to prepare a basis fo r a more forward 
looking and construotive game policy , thereby hoping to 
a ttract attention towards more profitab le channels o f e f fo r t  
than the old-fashioned game law tinkering.
The f i r s t  dra ft was presented ten ta tive ly  to the 1929 
Game Conference. A muoh better report went before the 1930 
conference where i t  was given almost universal endorsement. 
I t  was printed and widely distributed and w i l l ,  we hope, 
form the basis fo r  a l l  enlightened thought on wild l i f e  
restoration.
In collaboration with the Massachusetts Pish and Game 
Association, we kept Dr. George W. F ield , an expert on 
pollution and water restoration, in Washington fo r  two 
winters. Through Dr. F ie ld ’ s e ffo r ts , federal o i l  pollution 
b i l ls  have been introduced and considered in committees and 
much attention given to the proper salvage and control o f 
the M ississippi flood waters. Muoh work yet remains to be
done In this f ie ld *  The construction o f flood oontrol 
reservoirs at the heads o f watersheds, in the upper 
Mississippi system w il l  eventually do more to help our 
waterfowl than combined state and federal sanctuaries.
Dr* F ield has published scores o f newspaper and magazine 
a r tic le s  on this subject and has this summer ( 19 3 1 ) been 
sent abroad to continue his studies in Europe. The funds 
fo r  his European tr ip  were partly contributed by the 
B iological Survey and partly by the Audubon Society.
During the winter and spring o f 1930-31 Mr. Buckingham 
did a large amount o f work in the Memphis region in running 
down and breaking up the notorious Bogle-May quail 
bootlegging ring. For this work he was highly complimented 
by Mr. Seth Gordon, president of the American Game 
Association, and by many others.
For the past two years Mr. Henry Bartholomew o f 
Washington has served as treasurer in the place o f Mr.
Clark. He deserves great oredit fo r  his unflagging in terest.
Termination of the American Wild Fowlers 
The Wild Fowler directors had discussed at length 
during the 1930 spring meeting the future o f the organization. 
Dr. Hartwell at that meeting outlined the plans fo r  the 
launching o f the much larger "More Game Birds in America 
Foundation." Many Wild Fowler subscribers, seeing the 
necessity fo r a larger organization, had already promised 
contributions to the new Foundation. I t  was decided at this
285
286
meeting to carry on until the spring o f 19 3 1 , a t which time 
the future of the American Wild Fowlers would again be 
considered*
At a meeting of the Executive Committee held at the 
Harvard Club in New York on May 13, 1931, i t  was voted to 
recommend that the Wild Fowlers should be discontinued and 
th eir f i le s  and other material turned over to the new 
organization, “More Game Birds in America Foundation, Inc." 
This recommendation was afterwards approved by the board 
o f directors o f the American Wild Fowlers.
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APPENDIX P
The follow ing are the publications o f the American 
Committee. Information concerning th eir a va ila b ility  can 
be obtained from the Committee^ o ff ic e  in the New York 
Zoological Park, New York 60, N, Y.
Numbered Series
No. 1 Beport on the available evidence showing the relation  
of game to the spread of tsetse f l y  borne diseases 
in Africa. By Richard P. Strong, Joseph C. Bequaert 
and L. H. Cleveland. 1931
No. 2 Range conditions In the wood buffalo park o f western 
Canada with notes on the history o f the wood bison.
By Hugh M. Raup. (Edition exhausted)
No. 3 African game protection: an outline of the existing
game reserves and national parks o f Africa with notes 
on certain species o f b ig  game nearing extinction , 
or needing additional protection. Prepared by 
Elisabeth Hone. 1933 (Edition exhausted)
No. b Migratory Bird Protection in North America; the 
history o f control by the United States Federal 
Government and a sketoh o f the treaty with Great 
B ritain . By John C. P h illip s . 193^ (ed ition  exhausted) 
No. 5 The Present Status of the Muskox, with notes on
distribution , extirpation, attempts at domestication, 
protection, habits and l i f e  h istory. Prepared by 
Elisabeth Hone. 193^
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No. 6 The London Convention for the Protection o f African 
Fauna and Flora (1933)» with map and notes on 
existing African parks and reserves. 1935 
(Edition exhausted)
No, ? Notes on South African Nature Reserves; a report 
prepared fo r the American Committee fo r  International 
Wild L ife  Protection by Thomas Barbour and Margaret 
D. Porter. 1935
No, 8 Nature Protection in the Netherlands Indies; a 
translation from Supplement to Contribution No. 10 
of the Nederlandsohe Commissie voor Internationale 
Natuurbescherrains. 1936
No. 9 The Organization o f Nature Protection in the Various 
Countries. By G. A. Brouwer. 1938
No* 10 Ratification  and Applications of the London Convention 
fo r  the Protection o f African Fauna and Flora (1933). 
In e f fe c t  January 14, 1936. Translation o f document 
issued by International O ffice fo r the Protection of 
Nature. Brussels. 19*K>
No. 11 Extinct and Vanishing Mammals o f the Western 
Hemisphere with the marine species of a l l  the oceans* 
By Glover M. Allen. i l l . ,  620 pp, 19^2
No. 12 Extinct and Vanishing Mammals o f the Old World. 
By Francis Harper, i l l . ,  850 pp. 19^5
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PACIFIC WOBLD SERIES
Under the Auspices o f the American Committee fo r 
International Wild L ife  Protection 
Publication Committee
F a ir fie ld  Osborn, Chairman Robert Cushman Murphy
Harold B* Anthony Edward M. Weyer, Jr.
William Beebe Childs Frick (ex o f f ic io )
THE PACIFIC WORLD edited by
F a irfie ld  Osborn (W. W. Norton and Co., Inc.)
MAMMALS OF THE PACIFIC WORLD
by T. D. Carter, J. E. H ill  and G. H. H. Tate (Macmillan)
INSECTS OF THE PACIFIC WORLD M
by C. H, Curran
NATIVE PEOPLES OF THE PACIFIC WORLD "
by Felix  M. Keesing
REPTILES OF THE PACIFIC WORLD "
by Arthur Loveridge
PLANT LIFE OF THE PACIFIC WORLD 8
by E. D. M errill
FISHES AND SHELLS OF THE PACIFIC WORLD
by John T. Niohols and Paul Bartsoh
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APPENDIX G
BOONE AND CEOCKETT CLUB 
(Founded, December, 1887) 
OFFICERS, BY-LAWS AND LIST OF MEMBERS
O fficers from Its  Foundation 
President
Theodore Roosevelt . * ..........................
Benjamin H. Bristow . . . . . . . . . .
Wm. Austin Wadsworth • • • • ...............
George Bird G r ln n e l l ...................... . .
Madison Grant
Kermlt Boosevelt . . .............................
Frederic C* Waloott .................................
Archibald B. Boosevelt . . . . . . . .
Karl T. Frederick . . .  ..........................
Honorary President fo r  L ife
Kermlt Roosevelt . ...................... ...
Frederic C. Waloott .............................  .
Executive Vice-President
Blohard Borden ........................................
Vice-President
Theodore Boosevelt .................................
Charles Deering . . ............... 1897-1904
Walter B. Devereux . . . . . . . . . .
Howard M elville  Hanna . . . . . . . . .
William D. Pickett .................................
-  1955
1888-1894
1895-1896
1897-1918
1918-1927
1928-1937
1937-1940
1940-1947
1948-1952
1953-
1940-1943
1948-1949
1951-
1911-1913
1925-1926
1897-1922
1897-1904
1897-1912
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Frank Thompson . . . .
Owen Wister . ...............
Archibald Rogers • . • 
Winthrop Chanler . . • 
Arnold Hague • . * . . 
Madison Grant . , . . . 
George Bird Grinnell 
Charles Sheldon , . . . 
Charles Stewart Davison 
Barton W. Evermann . . 
John C. Merriam . . * . 
W. B. Mershon . . . . . 
F. A. Boutelle . . . . 
Charles J. Crane . . • 
William Lord Smith . . 
George L. Harrison, Jr.
Hugh C a b o t ..................
Roger D. Williams . . .
W. E. Colby ..................
J. Coleman Drayton . • 
D. M. Barringer . . . . 
Spencer Penrose « . . . 
Henry S. Graves . . . . 
Henry Bannon • • . • • 
A. Phimlster Proctor 
Edwin J. Baetjer . . .
1918-1923,
1920- 1922,
1923- 1924,
1924- 1926,
1925-1928,
1897-1900
1897-1902
1903-1922
1908-1911
1907-1917
1913-1923
1913-1918
1 9 2 6 -1 9 2 8
1924-1926
1923-1924
1923-1924
1923-1925
1923-1925
1923- 1925 
1923-1926 
1932-1934 
1936-1938
1924- 1926
1925- 1926 
1930-1932 
1925-1926 
1925-1928 
1925-1928 
1925-1928 
1927-1929 
1927-1928
292
W. Douglas Burden . . .  * .........................  1929-1941
Goelet Gallatin . . .  ................................. 1928-1930
Marshall Bond ...............................................  1928-1930
John C. Ph illips . . . .  1928-32,1933-35,1936-1938
E. Hubert L itch fie ld  . . . . . . . . . .  1928-1949
Henry L. Stimson 1929-31,1937-39,1941-43,1947-1949 
Frederick B. Burnham . . 1929-31,1936-37,1940-1942
Frederic C. Walcott . . .
Thomas Barbour . . . . .
Arthur S. Vernay . . . .
George D. Pratt ...............
C.Suydam Cutting . . . .
Willard H. Brownson . • .
Leonard C. Sanford . • .
C. Grant LaFarge . . . . .......................... 1935-1937
J. N. Darling . . . . . .
Alexander Lambert . . . .
DeForest Grant ...............
Percy C. Madeira . . . .
Charles M.B. Cadwalader • . 19^0,19^6-48,1950-1952
C. Hart Merriam ............... .......................... 1940-1942
George Shiras, 3rd . . .
Robert A. B artlett . . ,
Frank B. McCoy. . . . . .
Carl Bungius • . • • • .
Childs Frick ..................
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Lincoln Ellsworth 1943-1945
William Be Bristow . . . . . . . . . . 1943-1945
Archibald B. Roosevelt . . . 19^-1946,1953-
Alexander Wetmore . ............... 1944- 1946, 1954-
Stanley F ield  . . . 1945-1947.1950-1952,1954-
Charles P„ Curtis . . . ......................  • 1945-1947
Newton B* Drury 1948-1950
William Fitzhugh Whltehouse * * . * * . 1948*1950
Dean Sage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1949-1951
Bichard K. Mellon .................................  . 1949-1951
Dean Witter 1951-1953
Ira N# Gabrielson . . . . . . . . . . . 1951-1953
Robert S. Waters........................................ 1952-1954
Joseph C. Grew ........................................ 1952-1954
O liver Woloott . . . . .  ...................... 1953-
Williams B. Cadwalader .......................... 1953-
H. B. Clark ............................................... 1953-
William N. Beaoh .................................... 1955-1955
Charles G. Mixter .....................................
Secretary and Treasurer
1955-
Archibald Rogers ..................................... 1888-1893
George Bird Grinnell ............................. 1894-1895
C. Grant La Farge ....................................
Seoretarv
1896-1901
Alden Sampson ............................................ 1902-1903
Madison Grant ............................................ 1903*1913
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Henry 0. Gray * .................................« . 1913* -1917
Kermit Boosevelt . . . . . .  1917-1918,1920--1937
Charles Stewart Davison .......................... 1918--1920
Dean Sage, J r .................... ...  1937*-1948
Allan W. Ames.................. ................... . 1949- -1953
Milford Baker « .............................  1954-
Treasurer
C. Grant L a P a r g e ............................. ...  . 1902--1912
William Bedmond Cross . . . . . . . . .  1913*-1940
Alfred E l y ...............................................  1940--1951
William A. Bead . . . . . . . . . . . .  1951-
Fairman B. Dick ........................................  1955*
Members of E d itoria l Committee
-1954
Theodore R o o s e v e l t .............................  . 1888--1919
George Bird G r in n e l l .............................  1888--1938
Charles Sheldon ........................................  1919*-1928
Kermit Boosevelt ..................................... 1929--19^3
John C. Ph illips ..................................... 1930--1938
Leonard C. Sanford . .............................. 1930--1946
Prentiss N. G r a y ....................................  1933*-1935
John P* H olm an ........................................  1942-
Members o f Exeoutive Committee
-1946
Wm. Austin W adsworth.............................  1893--1896
George Bird G r in n e l l .............................  1893--1894
Winthrop Charier 1893-99,1904-07,1913-16,1924-1926 
Owen Wister .............................  1893*1896,1903-1906
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Charles Deering * ..................................................1893-1896
Archibald Rogers . . . . . . . . .  1894-1903,1924-1926
Lewis B. Morris . . . 1897-08,1911-14,1923-26,1932-1934
Henry L. Stinson . . * ..................  * • * * • 1897-1900
Madison Grant . . ..........................* .................. 1897-1903
Gifford Pinohot . . ........................................ * 1900-1903
Caspar Whitney 1900-1903
John Rogers, Jr* . . . . . . . .  ................... 1902-1905
Alden Sampson.........................   1903-1906
Arnold Hague . ...................................................  1904-1907
James Hathaway Kidder ............... . . . . . . .  1905-1908
John H ill Prentioe ............................................ 1905-1908
A. Phimlster Proctor ...................... . . . . .  1906-1909
Charles Sheldon . .............................  1907-1910,1912-1915
Lewis S. Thompson ................................................  1907-1910
Wm. Pitzhugh Whitehouse . . . . . .  1908-1911,1919-1922
Alex. Lambert . . . .  1908-11,1914-17,1928-30,1934-1936
William Astor Chanler . . . . . . . . . . . .  1909-1912
Amos R. E. P in o h o t .....................    1909-1912
W* Redmond Cross .......................... . . . . . .  1910-1913
Charles Stewart Davison ..................  1910-1913,1928-1930
E. Hubert L itch fie ld  ......................  1911-1914,1923-1926
William K. Draper ...............  . . . .  1912-1915,1913-1924
George L. Harrison, Jr. 1913-16,1919-22,1927-29,1938-39
Morgan Davis ..................................... 1914-1917,1942-19^5
Elton Clark ........................................  1915-1918,1919-1922
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J. Coleman Drayton 1915-1918
Willard H. Brownson . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1916-1919
John C. Ph illips .............................  1916-1919,1920-1923
C. Grant LaParge . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1918-1920
George D. Pratt 1918-1921,1922-1925
Frederic C* Waloott . 1918-21,1922-24,1927-29,1936-38
Kermit Roosevelt . . . . ........................... . 1919-1920
Childs Friok . 1920-23,1927-29,1931-33,1935-37,1940-41
D. M. Barringer . . . . . .  ............... . . . • 1921-1922
Heyward Cutting . • . • . • • • • • • • • . «  1921-1923
Norman 0. White house 1922-1924
Frank Lyman . . . . . . . . . .  ......................  1922-1925
Robert C. H i l l .................................... ...  * 1922-1925
Percy C. Madeira . . . . . . . . .  1924-1926,1936-1938
Bayard Dominick 1925*^1927,1930-1932
R. S. Pierrepont . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1925-1927
W. D. B u rd en ....................................................... 1925-1927
Henry G. G ra y ................... 1926-1928,1930-1932,1934-1936
F. Trubee Davison . . . .  1928-1930,1936-1938,1947-1949
Col. Francis T# Colby . . . . . . .  1929-1931,1946-1948
DeForest Grant . . . . . . . . . .  1929-1931,1933-1935
Leonard C. Sanford .......................... . . . . .  1929-1931
Harold J. Coolidge, Jr. . . . . .  . 1930-1932,1935-1937
O liver D. F ille y  ................................................ 1931-1933
C. V. Whitney ............... . . . . . .  1931-1933,1938-1939
Prentiss N. G r a y ..................  1932-1934
Arthur W. Elting ........................  1932-1934
Duncan S. Ellsworth . . 1933-1935,1937-1939,1953-
Benjamin Chew  ...............  1933-1935
Alfred Ely ...........  1934-1936,1938-1940,1952-1954
Dean Sage, Jr.............................  1935-1937
R. R. M. Carpenter . . . 1937-1939#19^1-19*0 ,19^5-19^7
Brooke Dolan ............................  1937-1939
C. Arthur Comstock   . . .  1938-1938
E. Roland Harrlman . . . 1939-19^0,1945-1947,1949-1951
James L. Clark . . . . .    . 1939-1941
William 0. Sheldon.............  1939-1941,1952-1954
F. Carrington Weems . . . 1939-1944,1947-1949,1951-1953
Wilton Lloyd-Smith   . . . . .  1940-1940
Harold E. Anthony . . 1940-44,1946-47,1949-51,1953-
Harry P. Davison ........................  1941-1942
Richard Kerby . . . . . .  1941-1942,1944-1946,1950-1952
W. Sheffield Cowles ..................... 1940-1942
Karl T. Frederick ...............  1941-1943,1950-1952
William N. Beach ........................  1941-1943
H. B. Clark ..................... 1943-1945,1952-1954
Fairman R. Dick.......  1943-1945,1950-1952,1954-1954
J. Watson W e b b ..........................  1944-1946
A. C. Gilbert ............................  1944-1946
Gayer G. Dominick........................ * 1945-1946
Goodhue Livingston,..Jr.................... 1946-1948
Richard K. Mellon ........................  1946-1948
2 9 8
Archibald B. Roosevelt 
Biohard Borden * . . 
William K. Carpenter 
Allan W* Ames . . . . 
Henry E. Coe . . . . 
William S* Ladd . . . 
A lfred 0, Hoyt . . . 
M ilford Baker . . * * 
William A. Bead . * . 
Scott Turner , . . *
.  .  .  ,  .  19^ 7 - 19^7
.  .  .  .  .  1948-1949
....................................  19 9̂-1951
.................................  1948-1949
.................................  1948-1950
.................................  1948-1949
1949-1950,1953- 
« . . . * 1951-1953 
1951-1951,1955- 
.................................  1951-1953
By-Laws
(As amended to December 31* 1952)
A rtic le  I  -  Membership
The club shall oons1st o f not more than one hundred 
Regular Members and o f suoh Associate and Honorary Members 
as may be elected by the Board o f D irectors, which shall be 
known as the Executive Committee, and so referred to 
hereafter in these By-Laws. Regular Members shall be elected 
in the manner hereinafter provided fo r . Associate Members 
shall be chosen from those who, by their furtherance o f the 
objects of the Club, or general qua lifications, shall 
recommend themselves to the Executive Committee; but, except 
fo r  speoial reasons satisfactory to the Executive Committee, 
no one e lig ib le  to Regular Membership shall be elected to 
Associate Membership. Associate Members shall be exempt from 
dues and in it ia tion  fees, and shall not be en titled  to vo te .
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Honorary Members shall be chosen by the Executive Committee 
from the Regular or Associate Members fo r distinguished 
services. They shall have a l l  o f the p riv ileges and duties 
of Regular Members, but shall be exempt from the payment o f 
dues •
A rtic le  I I
Qualifications fo r  Membership
A. No one shall be e lig ib le  fo r Regular Membership who 
shall not have k illed  with the r i f l e ,  In fa ir  chase, at 
least one adult male Individual o f each o f  three of the 
various speoies o f American large game; provided, however, 
that, i f  the Executive Committee deems any candidate otherwise 
exceptionally qualified  fo r  Regular Membership, I t  may 
substitute In place o f two o f the three requisite species of 
American large game the adult male Individual of two speoies 
o f the big game o f other lands.
B. Under the head of American large game are Included the
follow ing animals: Alaska brown bear, blaok bear, g r iz z ly
bear, polar bear, cougar, buffalo (b ison ), musk-ox, mountain 
sheep, prong-horn antelope, white goat, elk  (w a p it i), 
w h ite-ta il deer, mule-deer, Columbia b lack -ta il deer, moose 
and caribou.
C. The term fa ir  chase shall not be held to include 
k il l in g  bear or cougar in traps, or orusting moose, elk or 
deer in deep snow, jacking, or k ill in g  them from a boat while 
swimming, or any other method of hunting that is 
unsportsmanlike.
3oo
D* The use o f traps, exoept In co llecting  fo r  s c ien tific  
purposes, the making o f large bags, the k ill in g  of game 
while swimming in water, or helpless in deep snow, and the 
unnecessary k il l in g  o f the females or young of any species 
o f ruminant, shall be deemed offenses# Any member who shall 
commit such offenses may be suspended or expelled from the 
Club by a two-thirds vote of the Executive Committee.
A rtic le  I I I  - O fficers
A. The o ffic e rs  of the Club shall be a President, an 
Executive Vice-President, three F irst Vice-Presidents, six 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary and a Treasurer, a l l  o f whom, 
except the Vice-Presidents, shall be elected annually at the 
Annual Meeting of the Club, and except the Vice-Presidents, 
shall be chosen from the Regular or Honorary members.
B. The President shall preside at a l l  meetings o f the 
Club and the Executive Vice-President shall preside at a l l  
meetings o f the Executive Committee. The Executive Vice- 
President shall preside at meetings o f the Club in the 
absence of the President.
C. The six Vice-Presidents other than the Executive 
Vice-President shall be divided into three classes o f two 
members each; each class holding o ff ic e  fo r  three years and 
until th eir successors are elected. One class shall be 
elected at each Annual Meeting o f the Club to replace the 
outgoing class. They may be either Regular or Associate 
members, and shall be chosen to re fle c t  so far as possible
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the national character of the Club. Mo member o f the 
outgoing class shall be e lig ib le  fo r  re-election  until a fte r  
the expiration of one year.
D. The Secretary shall give notice o f a l l  meetings o f the 
Club and o f the Executive Committee, and shall keep minutes 
o f such meetings. He shall conduct the correspondence and 
keep the records of the Club. He shall furnish the 
Treasurer the names and addresses o f a l l  members elected to 
membership, and shall advise him of a l l  transfers or changes 
a ffec tin g  the said membership.
E. The Treasurer shall co llec t and disburse a l l  moneys 
o f the Club, keep the accounts of the Club and report 
thereon at each Annual Meeting o f the Club. He shall also 
be the Custodian o f a l l  cash and securities of the Club.
The Executive Committee may, however, authorize any other 
o f f ic e r  of the Club to sign checks on any of the bank 
accounts o f the Club*
A rtic le  IV -  Executive Committee
A. The Board o f Directors shall be known as the Executive 
Committee and shall consist o f nine members divided into 
three classes of three Begular members each, each class 
holding o ff ic e  fo r  three years and until their successors 
are eleo^ed. One class shall be elected at each Annual 
Meeting to replace the outgoing class and no member of the 
outdoing olass shall be e l ig ib le  fo r  i’e-elootion until a fte r  
the expiration o f one year. The President, the Executive
Vice-President, F irst Vice-Presidents, Secretary and 
Treasurer shall e x -o ffio io  be members o f the Executive 
Committee *
B* The Executive Committee shall have general charge o f 
the a ffa irs  and property of the Club* I t  shall have fu l l  
power and i t  shall be its  duty to carry out the purposes o f 
the Club as understood by it*  Its  understanding o f such 
purposes and Its  Interpretation o f these By-Laws shall be 
deemed conclusive, except as against a majority vote of 
the Regular members of the Club.
C. The Executive Committee shall meet from time to time 
at the ca ll o f the President, the Executive Vice-President 
or o f a majority of Its  members.
D* The Executive Committee may f i l l  any vacancy in Its  
body by the election  of a member to hold o ff ic e  until the 
next Annual Meeting.
E. The Executive Committee shall constitute the Committee 
on Admissions. The Committee on Admissions ma.y recommend 
fo r  Regular Membership, by unanimous vote o f its  members 
present at any meeting, any person who is qualified  under 
the foregoing Artic les of these By-Laws. Candidates thus 
recommended shall be voted on by the Club at large by means 
o f ballots mailed to a l l  Regular and Honorary members. Six 
blackballs shall exclude, and at least one-third o f the 
members must vote in the affirm ative to e lec t.
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F. Five members shall constitute a quorum of the 
Executive Committee.
A rtic le  V - Election of Members
A. Candidates fo r  Begular Membership must be proposed 
and seconded in writing by two members of the Club.
B. Letters concerning each candidate must be addressed 
to the Executive Committee by at least two members, other 
than the proposer and seconder.
A rtic le  VI -  Meetings of the Club
The Annual Meeting o f the Club shall be held on the third 
Thursday o f Deoember in each year at a time and place to be 
designated by the Executive Committee, or upon such other 
date as may be seleoted by the Executive Committee. Notices 
o f the Annual Meeting shall be mailed by the Secretary to 
a l l  Begular and Honorary members at least two weeks before 
said meeting. Any Begular or Honorary member unable to 
attend an Annual Meeting may vote by proxy on any matter 
brought up at said meeting, provided he give a proxy in 
writing to that e ffe c t  to some Begular or Honorary Member 
in attendance at said meeting.
Special meetings o f the Club may be called at any time 
by the President or the Executive Vice-President o f the 
Club, by the Executive Committee (by a majority vote) or 
by petition  addressed to the Secretary of the Club and 
signed by at least twenty Begular or Honorary members.
Notice of a Special Meeting shall be mailed by the Secretary
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to a l l  Regular and Honorary members at least two weeks 
before suoh meeting and members unable to attend may vote 
by proxy. Forty members present, either In person or by 
proxy, shall oonstitute a quorum.
Artio le V II -  Suspension and Expulsion
Any member may be suspended or expelled fo r  any cause 
which may seem su ffic ien t to them, by a two-thirds vote o f 
the members o f the Executive Committee. A copy of the 
charges shall be served upon suoh member, e ither personally 
or by mail to his last known address, at least three weeks 
before the meeting at which they shall be considered, 
together with a notice of the time and place of such meeting. 
The member shall be en titled  to be heard at suoh meeting.
Any action under the preceding paragraph may be revoked 
or modified by subsequent vote o f the Executive Committee.
A rtic le  V III -  Fees
A. The entrance fee for Regular Members shall be 
twenty-five dollars. The annual dues o f Regular Members 
shall be ten do llars, and shall be payable on January 1st 
o f  each year.
B. Any member who shall f a i l  to pay his dues on or 
before August 1st follow ing, shall thereupon cease to be
a member of the Club. The Executive Committee, however, in 
its  d iscretion , shall have power to reinstate such member.
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A rtic le  IX - Amendment o f By-Laws 
These By-Laws may be amended or added to by a two-thirds 
vote o f the Directors and o ffic e rs  present at any Begular 
or Special Meeting o f the Board or by a two-thirds vote of 
the Begular members present at any Annual or Special 
Meeting o f the Club, provided that In the la tte r  case notice 
o f the proposed amendment shall have been mailed by the 
Secretary to eaoh Begular and Honorary member o f the Club, 
at least two weeks before said meeting.
Names and Addresses of Members o f the 
Boone and Crockett Club
Honorary L ife  Member
1893 DePorest Grant, 101 Park Avenue, New York
Regular Members
1940 Allan W. Ames, 120 Broadway, New York
1923 Boy Chapman Andrews, Colebrook, Conn.
1929 Harold E. Anthony,
Amerioan Museum o f Natural History, New York
1945 Milford Baker, 285 Madison Ave., New York
19^9 Frederick K. Barbour, 575 Park Ave., New York
19^5 John C. B lick, 1400 West Myrtle Ave., V isa lia , Cal.
1938 Biohard Borden, Great Meadows Boad, Concord, Mass.
1953 Charles de B. B ou th illier,
4o4 Lagauohetiere St. W.f Montreal, Canada
1921 Gorham Brooks, 30 State S t., Boston, Mass.
1943 George Browne, Seebe, Alberta, Canada
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1920 W. Douglas Burden,
Amerloan Museum of Natural History, New York
1939 George G. Carey, J r . ,  Glyndon, Md.
19^7 William K. Carpenter, Montchanin, Del.
1926 William C. Chanler, 40 Wall Street, New York
1950 Campbell Church, Jr.
3615 42nd Ave., N„E., Laurelhurst, Seattle, Wash.
1926 Emory W. Clark, 2172 National Bank Bldg, D etroit, Mioh.
1941 H. B. Clark, 40 Wall Street, New York
1930 James L. Clark,
American Museum of Natural History, New York
1940 S. Sloan Colt, 16 Wall Street, New York
1949 Philip  Connors, Bolinvar, Middleburg, Va.
1928 Harold Jefferson Coolidge
2424 California S t., Washington, D. C.
1938 William Sheffield  Cowles, Oldgate, Farmington, Conn.
1912 Morgan Davis, 60 Beaver Street, New York
1924 F. Trubee Davison, Locust Valley, N. Y.
1938 Harry P. Davison, 23 Wall Street, New York
1926 Dr. Hichard Derby, Oyster Bay, N. Y.
1922 Falrman B. Dick, 48 Wall Street, New York
1927 Gayer G. Dominick, 14 Wall Street, New York
1918 William Astor Drayton
Union Club, 701 Park Ave,, New York
1955 John Easton, 3040 Idaho Ave., N.W., Washington, D. C.
1930 Duncan Steuart Ellsworth, 1 Sutton Place So., New York
1930 Alfred Ely 68 William Street, New York
1949 Lt-Qen. Frank F. Everest, Headquarters U* S. A ir Force
D. S. C. Operations, Washington, D. C.
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1948
1937 
1927
1938 
1915 
1914
1938 
1911 
1948
1955
1933
1948
1937
1948
1926
1952
1926
1947
1942
1939 
1951
1949 
1935
Julian W* Peiss, 77 Tunstall Hoad, Scarsdale, N. Y. 
Robert Munro Ferguson, 135 Bast 69th Street, New York
O liver D. P il le y , 
Karl T. Prederiok, 
Childs Frick, 
Goelet Gallatin,
A# C. G ilbert,
Bernardsvllle, N. J. 
6l  Broadway, New York 
Boslyn, Long Island, N. Y.
Big Horn, Wyoming 
New Haven, Conn.
Joseph C* Grew, 2840 Woodland Drive, Washington, D. C,
C. B. Gutermuth
4801 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Washington, D. C,
Dr* John E. Hammett, 
E* Roland Harriman,
955 Park Ave., New York 
59 Wall Street, New York
G reville  Haslam,
The Episcopal Academy, Overbrook, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Clarence L. Hay,
American Museum o f Natural History, New York 
Duncan M. Hodgson,
523 Argyle Avenue, Westmount 6 , P.Q., Canada 
John P. Holman, F a ir fie ld , Conn,
Stephen Y* Hord, 135 So* La Salle Street, Chicago, 111* 
John Kenneth Howard
Myopia Hunt Club, South Hamilton, Mass. 
A lfred 0* Hoyt, 52 Wall Street, New York
Lawrenoe K. Jennings, 3460 Flamingo Ave. , Sarasota, Fla. 
Goodhue Livingston, Jr*, 720 Park Ave., New York
George D. Lockhart, O liver Bldg*, Pittsburgh, Pa.
John L. Lyman, Sherborn, Mass.
Edwa rd Malllnckrodt, Jr *,
Mallinckrodt Chemical Works, St. Louis, Mo.
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1927 Robert G. McKay, Garrison, N. Y.
19^0 Richard K. Mellon
525 William Penn Place, Pittsburgh, Pa,
1932 W. B. Mershon, J r ., Route 2, Poughkeepsie, N. Y,
1955 Robert M iller, Bozeman, Mont.
1917 Dr* Charles G. Mixter, 120 Cogman Road,Brookline, Mass.
19^2 Dr. Charles G. Mixter, J r.,
319 Longwood Ave., Boston, Mass.
1951
1951 
1939 
1942 
19^8
1952
1950 
1949 
1955
19^9
1922
1951
19**9
1933
1938
1935
19^1
1955
Roger C. Mixter,
3̂ 05 w. County Line Rd., Milwaukee, Wis.
Charles L. Morse, J r., 15 Broad Street, New York
Lester W. Perrin, Far H ills , N. J.
Ralph H. Poole, J r .# Bellwood Farm, Geneva, N. Y.
Ernest B. Quantrell, 15 Broad Street, New York
Bayard W. Read, Upper Dogwood Lane, Bye, N. Y.
William A. Bead, 70 Broadway, New York
Robert C• Reeve, Box 559# Anohorage, Alaska
Stuart H. Richardson, 99 John Street, New York
William C. Richardson, 99 John Street, New York
Archibald B. Roosevelt , Cold Spring Harbor, N. Y.
Archibald B. Roosevelt, J r .,
1^07 33<3. S t., N.W., Washington, D. C.
Donald P. Ross, Montohanin, Del.
Dean Sage Triangle T Ranch, Sheridan, Wyo.
DeWitt L. Sage Glyndon, Md.
W illlam  G• Sheldon,
W ild life  Dept.* University of Mass., Amherst, Mass. 
Daniel W. Streeter, 70 Niagara Street, Buffalo, N. Y* 
Lloyd W. Sw ift, 323 N. Oxford Street, Arlington, Va.
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1935 I l ia  Tolstoy,
Explorers* Club, 10 West 72nd Street, New York
1944 Soott Turner, 420 Lexington Ave., New York
1955 Ernst von Lengerke, 688 Mosswood Ave,, Orange, N. J.
1951 Dr. George Wagoner,
Pennswood and New Gulph Eds., Bryn Mawr, Pa.
19^7 L ittle ton  W. T. Waller, Meadowbrook, Pa.
1943 Robert S. Waters, 218 Franklin Street, Johnstown, Pa.
1953 Harry H. Webb, Shelburne, Vt.
1935 J. Watson Webb, 99 John Street, New York
1950 Samuel B. Webb, 99 John Street, New York
1936 F. Carrington Weems,
P.0, Box 512, Grand Central Station, New York
1920 Norman 0. Whitehouse,
Bank o f Montreal, 64 Wall Street, New York
1921 C. V* Whitney, 230 Park Ave., New York
1955 Hoy C. Wilcox, Meriden, Conn.
1949 Dean W itter, 45 Montgomery S t ., San Francisco, Cal.
1953 Dean W itter, J r . f 14 Wall Street, New York
1920 O liver Woloott, 1 Federal Street, Boston, Mass.
1948 Lawrence C. Woods, Jr*,
One Gateway Center, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Associate Members
1922 Horaoe M. A lbright, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York
1950 David A. Aylward, 20 Spruce Street, Boston, Mass.
1939 John H. Baker, 1130 F ifth  Ave., New York
1950 William Beebe,
N. Y. Zoological Park, Bronx Park, New York
1949 Richard E. Bishop,
Spring Bank Lane, Mt. Airy Post O ffice , Philadelphia, Pa.
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1952 Frans Blom San Cristobal Las Casas, Chiapas, Mexico
1888 William B* Bristow
1932 Charles M. B« Cadwalader
850 Park Ave., New York 
Fort Washington, Pa,
1933 Williams B. Cadwalader,
133 South 36th S t., Philadelphia, Pa.
1928 Merlan C. Cooper, Argosy Pictures Corp., 4024 Badford
Ave., North Hollywood, Cal.
1955 Clarence Cottam, D irector, Welder W ild life  Foundation
P.0* Box 1104, Sinton, Texas
1950 Lee S. Crandall,
N. Y. Zoological Park, Bronx Park, New York 
1927 C. Suydam Cutting, 20 Pine S treet, New York
1935 J* N. Darling, Terrace Hoad, Des Moines, Iowa
1937 Jean Dalaoour, Los Angeles County Museum, Exposition
Park, Los Angeles, Cal.
1934 Rodolphe M. de Schauensee,
Academy o f Natural Soienoes, Philadelphia, Pa.
1943 Newton B. Drury, 822 Mendocino Ave., Berkeley, Cal.
1929 Stanley F ie ld ,
Chicago Natural History Museum, Chicago, 111*
1938 Ira N. Oabrielson, W ild life  Management In stitu te , Wire
Bldg., Washington, D. C.
1922 William B. Greeley,
"Fair Banks,1 Star Route, Suquamish, Wash.
1932 William K. Gregory,
American Museum of Natural History, New York
1925 Chauncey J. Hamlin, Apt. 9-A, 605 Park Ave., New York
1953 William Wickham Hoffman, 1040 F ifth  Ave., New York
1922 Barrington Moore,
Stone Acre, Corfe, Taunton, Somerset, England
1929 William E. Colby, M ills Bldg., San Francisco, Cal.
311
1952 Louis S. Mowbray,
Government Aquarium and Museum, P la tts , Bermuda
1953 Olaus J, Murie, Moose, Wyo.
1939 Bobert Cushman Murphy,
Briarlea, Old F ield , Setauket, L. I*
19^3 F a irfie ld  Osborn, 30 East 4oth Street, New York
1926 T. S. Palmer, 1939 Blltmore St.,N .W .f Washington, D. C. 
1953 Albert E. Parr,
American Museum o f Natural H istory, New York 
I 925 Daniel E. Pomeroy, ^7 Beech Bd., Englewood, N. J.
1950 Bichard H. Pough,
American Museum of Natural History, New York
1927 A. Hamilton Rice, 901 F ifth  Ave., New York
19^8 Sidney Dillon Blpley I I ,
860 Prospect S t., New Haven, Conn.
1951 Laurance S. Rockefeller, 30 Bookefeller Plaza, New York
1927 Carl Rungius, 27 West 67th Street, New York
1931 Henry W* Shoemaker, " Bestless Oaks," McElhattan, Pa. 
1936 Sasha A. Siemel, R.D. 1, Green Lane, Pa.
1943 John Tee-Van,
N.Y* Zoological Park, Bronx Park, New York 
19^7 A. H. Underhill, Pennington, N. J.
1925 Arthur S. Veraay, 12^ East 55th Street, New York
1939 H. Frank Wallace,
L it t le  Wyrley Hall, P e lsa ll, Staffordshire, England
1939 Alexander Wetmore,
Smithsonian Institu tion , Washington, D. C.
1951 Alexander M. White,
American Museum of Natural History, New York
1952 William Z u ll l , Hamilton, Bermuda
Deceased Members 
Honorary 
Judge John D. Caton 
Dr* Daniel Olraud E ll io t  
Madison Grant 
George Bird Grinnell 
Prof* Henry F a ir fie ld  Osborn 
Francis Parkman 
Col. William D* Pickett 
Kermit Boosevelt ^
Theodore Roosevelt^
Gen. Philip  Sheridan 
Gen* Wm. Teoumseh Sherman 
Henry L* Stimson $/
Begular
Robert Bacon George B leisteln
Edwin G. Baetjer William J* Boardman
Henry Bannon William B. Bogert
Gen* Thomas H* Barber Marshall Bond
Thomas Barbour^ Benjamin H. Bristow
Daniel Moreau Barringer 
Lyman M* Bass 
William N* Beach1"7
Arthur Erwin Brown
Hugh Cabot
John L* Cadwalader i/
William Benjamin
Albert Bierstadt
George Bird 
Robert P* Blake
H. A. Cary
Royal Phelps Carroll 
R. R. M. Carpenter^
Winthrop Chanler
3L3
BenjamIn Chew Robert H* Munro-Ferguson
Elton Clark ^ John 0. Follansbee
Henry E* Coe James I*  Gardiner
Francis T* Colby£/- Henry G* Gray^
C* Arthur Comstock Prentiss N* Gray^
W# Redmond Cross^ John C. Greenway
Charles P* Curtis William Milne Grinnell
Heyward Cutting^ Arnold Hague
Paul J. Dashlell Howard M elville  Hanna
E* W* Davis John G« Heckscher
Henry P* Davison A# Barton Hepburn
H * Caslmlr de Rham Robert C* H ill
Charles Deering Evan H o llis ter
Walter B. Devereux Norman Jamesv
Walter B. Devereux, Jr. Dr* Walter B. James
Donald R* Dickey William S* Ladd^
Col. Richard Irving Dodge Dr* Alexander Lambert
Brooke Dolan^ Townsend Lawrenoe
Bayard Dominiok 
Dr* Wm. K* Draper 
J* Coleman Drayton
Sidney J. Legendre 
E* Hubert L it c h f ie ld ^  
Wilton Lloyd-Smith
Eugene duPont Frank C* Lyman
Lincoln Ellsworth Theodore Lyman
Arthur W, E lting  ̂ Charles B la ir Macdonald
Col* Robert Temple Emmet Percy C* Madeira
H* Wendell Endicott Col. H* C. McDowell
Maxwell Evarts Marshall McLean t/
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Van Santvoord Merlesmith Colonel Archibald Bogers
Major J. C. M errill E. P# Rogers
Dr. William H. M errill Dr. John Rogers
Dr. John K. M itchell Nathaniel Pendleton Rogers
Dr* Lewis B* Morris E ll io t t  Roosevelt
Henry Norcross Munn Dr. J. West Boosevelt
Lyman Nichols Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.
James S. Norton Klihu Root
A. Perry Osborn Laurence D. Rumsey
Thomas Baton Dean Sage ^
Boies Penrose Alden Sampson
R.A*F. Penroset Jr* Leonard C. Sanford^
Robert Forbes Perkins William Cary Sanger
John C. Ph illips ^ Ph ilip  Schuyler
John M. Ph illips M. G. Seckendorff
William H allett Ph illips Dr. John L. Seward
Henry Clay Pierce Charles Sheldon 1/
John J. Pierrepont Charles F. Sprague
B* Stuyvesant Pierrepont Frederick M. Stephen scan
Gifford Plnchot E. Le Roy Stewart
Gustavus D# Pope Rutherford Stuyvesant
Wilson Potter Lewis S. Thompson
George D* Pratt Frank Thomson
John H* Prentice W. K. Townsend
Percy Rivington Pyne William Austin Wadsworth
Benjamin W. Richards Frederic C. Waloott
Douglas Robinson James Sibley Watson
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Col* D. 3* Wentz General L. M. Brett
Maj.-Gen* Wm* D. Whipple MaJ * Allan Brooks
Charles E. Whitehead Major Campbell Brown
William Pitzhugh Whltehouse Col. John Mason Brown
Caspar Whitney Rear-Admiral Willard H. Brownson
Harry Whitney Henry Grier Bryant
E. P* Wilbur, Jr. William L. Buchanan
Robert Dudley Winthrop D. H. Burnham
Owen Wister Maj» Frederick R. Burnham
J. Walter Wood ^ John Bird Burnham
Assooiate Edward North Bus ton
Dr* William Louis Abbott William B. Cabot
Carl E* Akeley Arno B. Cammerer
General Henry T. Allen Thomas H* Carter
Dr. J. A. Allen William Astor Chanler
Brig.-Gen. George S. Anderson Frank M• Chapman
Vernon B a iley^ George K. Cherrie
James Barnes Colonel Charles J. Crane
Robert Bartlett Horace K. Devereux
Lieut.-Gen. John C* Bates J. H. Devereux
Edward P. Beale Brig.-Gen. Wm. B. Dougherty
Truxton Beale A. Badclyffe Dugmore
D. C. Beaman George Eastman
Franklin S. B illin gs Lieut -Col. Frank A. Edwards
W. Reid B la ir Barton W. Evermann
Col. F. A* Boutelle Col. J. C. Faunthorpe
Gen. David L* Brainard Albert K. Fisher
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John Sterrett S itt in g s A* P. Low
A. Pi Gordon-Cumming Gen» Prank B. McCoy
Charles W. Gould John T* McCutoheon
Geo. H. Gould John MoGuire
Henry S* Graves Professor John Bach McMaster
Major Gen. Adolphus W. Greeley Stephen T. Mather
Dr. Joseph Grinnell C. Hart Merriam
Dr. Ramon Guiteras John C* Merriam
John Hays Hammond W. B. Mershon
Wade Hampton John G. M illa is
Major Moses Harris Mason Mitchell
Edmund L. Heller J. Cheston Morris, Jr.
Henry W. Henshaw Dr. E. W. Nelson
Dr. William Temple Horaaday Francis G. Newlands
Dr. John Howland Gen. John W. Noble
William E. Humphrey Frank O liver
Ma j . -Gen. W. H * Jackson Wilfred H. Osgood
Captain David H. Jarvis T. G ilbert Pearson
James Hathaway Kidder Dr. C. B. Penrose
Clarence King Spencer Penrose
John F. Lacey George C. Perkins
C. Grant LaFarge Sir Clive Phillips-W olley
Col. Osraun Latrobe Warburton Pike
Aldo Leopold Major John Pitcher
Henry Cabot lodge Dr. Henry Smith Pritchett
The Earl o f Lonsdale A. Fhimlster Proctor
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Redfield Proctor Count Laszlo Szechenyi
Brig.-Gen* S ir Charles Delm^-Radoliffe
P* G* Redington B. C* Tilghinan
Thomas B* Reed Cha r le  s H. Townsend
Beverley R. Robinson General Harry C. Trexler
W* Woodville-Rookhill T. S. Van Dyke
John E. Roosevelt G. G* Vest
Carl Sohurz Chas. D. Walcott
Capt* Fred*k Courtney Selous, D.O.S.
George Eaton Scott Samuel D. Warren
Major-General Hugh Lenox Scott
George Shiras, 3rd A, Bryan Williams
F. A* Silcox Gen. Roger D. Williams
Dr* Arthur Donaldson Smith Col* William Wood
William Lord Smith 
Martin T, Stephens
Lieut.-Gen. S#3*M. Young
Dr* Witraer Stone 
Major Robert Y* Stuart




